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diately after the clection of the moderator,
held by the Assembly as read, and com.
mittees appointed the morning of the second
day to consider them. If on the afternoon of
tha same day the Assembly did not mecet
but those commiittecs did, we would then have
their roecommendations before the Assembly
early, when they could be discussed with care
and deliberatencss, very much to the advan-
tage of the several schemes and of the Church
as a whole,

The o4’ inde. . the only objection that
we haw heard to the printing of the reporis
has had referenie to tiic expense of so deang.
‘This objection hewever can scarcly be urged
now, Formerly the expense of printing the
several reports in the appendix to the As-
sembly minutes was borne by the Assembly
Fund., Last year a change was effected and
each standing committec has now to bear its
portion of the expense, The additional cost
to these committees of throwirg ¢ 400 or
500 extra copies for distribution ». the mect.
ing of Assembly after the type iias bien once:
set is 90 trifling that no onc would think o/
wrging it as a plea for not having the reporis
printed for the Asscmbly,

We hope that the clcarly expressed fecl-
ing of the Church in this matter will induce
cvery one of the standing committees to have
their reports printed before the Asscmbly
meets, and a copy nlzued in the hands of
every member o1 the morning of the sccond
day of its meeting at the latest.

THE TALMAGE CASE.

HE famous Talmnge case is terminated,
It is ended <o far at least as the Pres-
bytery is concerned.  Foity-five in all voted,
of whom twenty-five recorded their names for
acquittal. The remainder went in for a ver-
dict of condemnation. A strange feature of
this judgment is that the majority was largely
composed of ministers, svhile the minority
was more than half made up of elders,

This latter is a curious fact, and it is worth
dwelling upon. In many matters the view
taken by clders is very likely to be the cor-
rect onz according to the rules of business or
of commercial integrity. We do not even
hint at the supposition that ministers would
willingly wink at the farits of a brother, But
they think of him as tiie preacher, the man
of influence, or in the light of the work he ac-
complishes. Business men on the contrary
have always before them the standard of ab-
soluteright. ‘They cannot enter into questions
of casuistry. They do nct explain away in-
consistencies by justifying motives. In their
view a viord is either true or false. Anaction
is honest or dishonest. A certain line of con.
duct is to be justificd or condemned.

It is therefore a paiaful conclusion-that so
many business men have recorded their votes
against Dr. Talmage. Itis also suggestive
that a minority of .wenty should have such
pronounced views upon the conduct of the
accusea. The feeling cannot be got rid of
that in the opinion of twenty honest men, the
minister of the Brooklyn Tabernacle is a
guilty man in respect of the charges brought
aguinst him. A majority vote cannot oblit-

crate from the public mind the painful reflec-
tion that there are so many of a contrary
opinion. But we feel inclined to urge that
Dr. Talmage should have the benefit of this
acquittal, in so far as it frees him of the
charge of positive and deliberate lying. The
vote ars it stands when rightly inierpreted just
meane this. There is so much good in Dr.
Talmage that we are willing to forget his evil
things, and there is much in him that cannot
be commended which we hope he will avoid
in the future. While, therefore, the judg-
ment of Presbytery became the basis on
which a motion was founded to the cffect of
specially commending this brother to God
and to the confide. «c of‘the Church at large,
there is the clement of rebuke in it, which
arises from the fact that so many could not
conscientiously agree to it.

That there was much to rebuke no one
can deny. There is not a little of the
mountcbank in Talmage as a preacher
Matura! ccceatricity we appreciate,  The
manrcrism as well as the sayings of a genius
must appear mrre or less cccentric to the
general  spectator.  But  with Talmage,
there is frequently the coarse utterance, or a
sentence verging on prudery, or something
that shocks the car of the reverential. All
this is worsc than the theatrical in manner
that is becoming inuch too common in our
times. To the fact that most of his sentences
arc cjaculatory we do not so much object,
The printers must often be sorely puzzled to
find sufficient tyne for ejaculation periods. But
we do most carnestly enter our protest
against the sort of sermons Talmage has this
year been giving upon scenes of vice in the
zreat city.  Any that we have read we
unhesitatingly pronounce unworthy of the
palpit and entircly derogatory to a min-
ister of Christ, Theatrical descriptions
of vice can not possibly dc good.  The idea
of a minister going and making himself fa-
miliar with these by actual observance must
ncline others to go. The wonder is that Tal-
mage could kcep quiet when Jooking on. We
would havc expected a rush of feeling tohave
come over him, that would have compelled
him to cry out: “ Escape for thy life.” It is
moreover a mistaken notion that one has to
sec vice for himself and describe it for others
in order to produce a sentiment of disgust.
The Saviour knew all men, and needed net
that any should testify regarding men; but
we do not find him unveiling the scenes of
vice on which His omniscient eye fell. Heis
found weeping over Jerusalem because of her
sins, By the purcst teaching He makes the
sinner feel his lost condition. He touches the
heart by one sympathetic glance, or by a
single word. The sinner the moment he re-
cognizes the lofty character of the Saviour ut-
ters his piercing cry, “ Lord, have mercy upon
me, a sinner.” Vice displayed before us in
spestacular form will never convince the sin-
ner. But when he casts his eye upon Christ,
then he feels the pangs of self-condemnation,
Such sermons as those which Dr. Talmage
preached upon city vices are un every account
to be condemned, and we trist the factof the
minority being so large will have the effect of
preventing their repetition. T'he trial willhave

answered a good purpose if it modcratcs Tal.
mage in the slightest degree.

The address of Dr. Talmage given after the
vote was a novelty. Richard was himself
again. The famous preacher was bound to
be sensational to the end, There is something
of the mock heroic in the words ho uses in
expressing his regard for the prosecutors. It
is ludicrous to hear him expressing the hope
that they would all mect in Heaven,  Fancy
a man saying he would be glad to meet them
there, at least, after the sccond or third “ay,
It would not have surprised us to be told that
Talmage hugged his encmics on the spot,
and kissed Mr. Crosby in the presence of an
admiring throng. The whole scene is ludic-
rous in the extreme, and almost inclines us to
condone the offences of the preacher on the
ground that he is notall there,

It will not astonish us to lcarn that the
Tabernacle congregation will vote themselves
out of the Presbyterian Church and become
Congregational. There is a light hint of this
in Talmagc's closing spcech,  But we still
thit k that the Brooklyn preacher would pre.
fer (e Presbyterian Church,  We say so for
this ~ason, What would Talmage be in the
Co. regational Church?  He would have
things all his own way without any inter-
.wvence, He would no longer knocl against
a Presbytery, or clbow a Synod, or glory ina
prosccution before tiie Assembly. AsaCon-
gregationalist, we are afraid his candle would
be blown out. Talmage will not be satisfied
without another ¢ase; and he could not beso
sure of it anywhere out of the Presbyterian
Church.  Possibly the appcal of Dr. Van
Dvke will again bring up the whele matter,
though we should feel sorry if it did.

SUBSCKIPTIONS TO H. il. FUND.

We gladly make room for the following additional
ministerial subscriptions to the Home .ission Fund
deficit :~

Presdytery of Quebec.—Rev. F. Dewery, $5; Rev. Dy,
Ceok, $50 ; Prof. Weir, $4 ; Rev. A. fully, $5; Rev,
J. McDonald. §5 : in all, $69.

Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew.—Previously re-
ported, $87.50 ; Rev. W. Ross, $4 : in all, $91.50.

Prestytery of Toronto—Previously reported, $429 ;
Rev. . Pringle, $5 ¢ in all, $434.

Presbytery of Ou~n Sound.—~Previously reponod,
$59; Rev. A. H. Scott, $10; Rev. Alex. Maclennan,
$5 : in all, §75.

Presbytery ¢t Paris—Rev. Dr. Cochrane, $50; Rev.,
Walter Inglis, $20; Rev. ], Little, $15; Rev. W, A,
McKay, $10; Rev. T. Lowry, $4; Rev. J. Anderson,
$8; A Friend (ministeriai}, 310 in all, §118,

THe London “ Nonconforwist ” says: ¥ A commit.
tee has been formed for the erection of a memorial
stats % to William Tyndale on the TLames Embank-
ment n London, where a site has been granted by the
Metropolitan Board of Works. It has long been felt
that this great reformer and martyr,to whom the Eng-
lisk nation is indebted for its first translation of the
Bible from the original tongues, has had no adequate
memorial ; for although = monument was erected in
his native county of Gloucester twelve yeats ago, thers
is none in the mctropolis, where he preached, where
he began his translatios, and which was the first place
to benefit by his work. The committee for thix
memorial proposes to raise the money in all parts of
the British Isles. The total expense will be from
fifteen to twenty thousand dollars. The Archbishop
of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of
Shaftesbury, the Duke of Westminster, and other dis-
tinguished persons, including ministers of almost all
denominations, have joined the general committes.”



