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Trhe sflloking.room is an institution in the ship. We
'fte 5 heard of the pleasantries wbich were exchanged and
Of the PUns and jokes which were sornetimes visited with the
"Suai Penalties.

OUR VOYAGE.
Hwshall describe it ? Weil, it was jusi like the aver-

1.e, CcePt a littie more social and interesting. Wîth a
f&ir wind. and clear sky we let Halifax for Liverpool on the

'8h0 pril in~ the steamship Parisian. The passengers
e respectable and intelligent, among whom we had Rev.

tirs. Burns and Macrae, Rev. Messrs. Munro, Robertson
",Id ?rOaerssr Seath, of Halifax, besides two Episcopalian
ClergMen

The fiq Sabbath the morning service was conductedl
by eut0f thte Fpiscopal ministers and in the eveniu1g by Rev.

MS 5  unra, af Antigonish, and Robertson, of New Glas-
tw r.Munro giving an address whicb was highly instruc-

tie nditeresting.

Tht following S unday the servic:es were conducted by
Dkv.Jr.. Macrae, who preached in his usual farcible and

IPressi'lle manner. Dr. Macrae was travelling with Mr.
TrholnPson and bis family, who are members of St. Stephen's

1In St. John, N. B. Rev. Dr. Burns declined to take
aePart of the services as he was enjoined by the members

ýCO gregation to abstain frarn work of any kind. Dr.

ulesr was 111Y raom.mate, and although 1 have had tht
Se af bis acquaintance for many years, yet when brougbtlo uh close acquaintaince witb bim 1 feit as if 1 had neyer

DnoWv bt before. Although sufiering frorn a recent illness,
bislare bartand wide sympathies, bis Christian spirit anid

deepi Piety Were such as to caîl forth my warrnest admira-

A sea voyage always winds up with 1'the concert," andours Was 1 exception to the general rule. The entertain-
'tleD hch Was Most successful, consisted of vocal and in-

OSt tai rnusic, readings and recitations. Mr. Thompson,

di chJOh1n, was chairman. The duties of bis position he
'P rged tri the satisfaction of al present, and during the

oage be rade himself very agreeable ta everyone.
The prceds of concert and Sunday services amounted to

oe$51which were devoted to the Sailors' Widows and

POOl]i :ud On the Monday evening we reached Liver-

t ej Passengers were loud in their complaints about tht
tdrwhich conveyed us fromn tht bar ta the dock in Liver-

tecld anY of tht passengers bad on light clotbing, and
had san ramn bore heavily on ladies and others who
II) th, cl recovered frorn the shock af sea-sickness dur-

"'haPassage- The contrast seemed seogreat on leaving
WIyethere a scarcely a seat to sit on or any cavering frorn
te and;ra;n . K.
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(To be continued)

GRANDMOTHER'S BIBLE.

SO 'ýou've brought me this costly Bible,
Wjîrih its covers so grand and gay;

YOU thOught I must need a new ane
On my eigtyfirst birtbday, you say;

Ves, mine is a worn-out volume
Gmown rageed and yellow with age,

With finger prints thick on the margn-
But tbere's neyer a missing page.

A nd the flngerprints cali back my wee ones,
Just learning a verse to repeat :

And again, in the twiîigbr, their faces
Look up to me, eageriy sweet.

It has pencil marks pointing in silence
Te words 1 have hid in my beat ;

And the lkssocns S-a bard in the le-arning,

1 shalh keep it tihl death; but the old--
Just leave it close by on the table ;

And then you may bring me a light,
And l'Il read a sweet psalm frouai ls page

To think of, if wakefal to-nigbt.

xl-iE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

ON PREA CHERS'AND PREACHJNG.

BY REV. 1. A. R. DICKSON, B.D.

NO. XIII.-BIBLICAI, PREACHING.

Tht minister is naîhing if he is not a preacher of the
Word of God. His commission, if hie have a commission at
ail, binds bim down ta that. It dots Dot give hirn liberty to
roam at large, at bis own sweet will, regardless of the princi-
pal object that is set before him. It is to-day, as it was cen-
turies ago, with God's servants, IlTo the law and ta tht
testimony ; if they speak not according ta this Word, it is
hecause there is no light in thern." Isa. viii. 20. How
much there îs in these words of th e Lord bearing on this
point! Il"He whom God bath sent speaketh tht words of
God." Their primary reference is ta Jesus Hirnseif, but
what is truc of Him is truc of ail His ambassadors. And
whçn tht minister speaks it is because, as of yare, the word
of tht Lord bas corne to him. Corne ta him in power ; corne
ta hini with its revelation ; corne ta hirn se as ta constitute
bis message to bis tellows fer tht time present. And it is as
he cornes ta men with the word of the living God that lie is
able to speak wibb authority. Apart from it lie bas noue.
Ht may be cbarged witb philosophy, witb history, with sci-
ence, with poetry and the suni af human knowledge outside
tht Bible revelation, but these are ail of httle irnport ta the
hearts and consciences af men. Man's thoughts may be
thrown aside with impunity. God's thoughts cannoe. Wben-
ever that is dont there is a violation of the constitution ai
aur nature, for we are made for the reception and enjoyrnent
ai tht words ai God. Between tbem and our nature there
are iving affinities and beautiful correspondencies. As the
seul sits in tht tar and drinks in tht rich strains of classicai
music, se tht beart bungrily appropriates tht trutb of tht
Scriptures. As tht cyt is made for tht light, se tht spiritual
nature af man is made for tht Word of God. That word bas
been fashioned in hurnan hearts, under tht fires ai passion,
in tht glowing calours af imagination, under the deep and
strong impress af conscience apd in tht moulds ai tht intel-
lect, ini ail conceivable human conditions, se that it bas a
special fitness for ail men. It is musical with thetobanes ai a
brother's voice, and ib is mellow witb tht affection of a kmn-
dred spirit ; and in its inner fold it carnies tht deep tbings af
God. Wbat marvels and surprises it bides!1 Externally it
is like tht rough husk ai tht seed, but let it put forth its lie
and what a comely shait it shoots ino tht air, and wbab a
bloom it optas ta tht light, and wibb what fragrance it loads
tht atrnosphere. lb changes tht desert into a paradise. It
is a living and divine spirit in tht saut af man. 1It, and i t
atone, gives ta men a satisfying revelation of God. lb, and it
aat, meets ail tht great questions that lie in the depths or
spring ta tht surface of the buman sou]. It, and it ahane,
shows how sin is put away and sinful men saved. It, and it
ahane, breathes in the heart tht mighty hopes that make
us men. It, and it atone, unveils tht future and declares
what we are ta expect ia tht hereafter. lb, and it atone
gives a trustworthy account ai tht great and eternal reali-
tics. Whab %t wondrous book it is 1 Who ever masbered it ?
Who ever took it ail in ? Ah!1 There are mare things in
these two small vplumes ai tht Old and New Testaments than
arc drearnt ai in tht very best inerprtter's phiiosophy. Tht
bold oubine ai it may he got hahd ai, but who bas ever
laken up inoa is mind anything in it ? Luther asks tht ques-
tion : IlWho will venture ta affirmn that any anc bas thon-
oughly uadenstaad a single psalm ? " Ht also says : I dis-
caver meanings that werc overiookcd by St. Augustine .
others who came aftr me will, i arn awarc, perceive rnuch
that bas escaped me." In John Robinson's famous letter ta
tht Pilgrim Fathers who crossed in tht Mayftwer inl 5620,
and laid the foundations ai bbe United States wibh Ply-
mouth Rock, he asks tbem ta remember that God bath yet.
more light ta break forth out ai His Word."

How mauy advanbages there are in preaching it!1 It is bbc
utterance af God, who is ai anc mi. There is no clashing
Ia it, no contradiction. lbtbrobs with tht samne spiritual and
moral feeling tbrougbout ; a moral feeling coming through

wonst piece aifticegesis we ever rcad from a man ai such'
standing. What is ta be said ai a man who contradicts
flatly tht Lord Himsehf? Listen 1I'4Whien Christ said Ht
would give mean est, He meant simply that Ht would put
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them in tht way ai it. By no acb af canveyanct, would, or
could, Ht make aven Hlm owan esbt tb em. Ht couid give
bbern His receipt for it. That was ail." And after a sen-
tence or two he gots on ta say : C"That this is tht meaning
becomes ohvious from thc wording ai bbe second sentence :
' Lcarn ai Me, and ye shahl find nes.' " Ia this way not only
does Professor Drumnmond contradict aur Lord wben Ht
says : CI1 wiîî give you rest," but be confounda things that
differ wben he interprets this clause by tht ont that follows.
They refer ta different stages ai expérience. Tht firat
touches tht rest ai justification-tht rest Christ gives ta the
paon, hast, sin-burdcned soùl as it casts'Himself on Hlm.
Tht second is tht rcsb of sanctification, which is a rest
found in doing Christ's will. They are bath realities. Tht
first is peace with God, the second is tht peace ai God
keeping tbe beart. Dr. Drummnond's "IScience" bas dark-
ened bis mmnd ta tht simpliciby and beauty ai tht truth. At
tht beginning ai thbcIlPax Vobiscum " he give us an ex-
periencc ai bis own wbicb he cffcctuahly repeats in not giv-
ing any advice which will help us ta find thetbhiag ibsei ai
whicb he speaks. Andi when he compiacently adds : C"Tht
wbole popular religion is in tht twilight Lent," he is certainly
laoking at things througb bis owa smoked-glass spectacles.
And as be pnoceeds : C"Tht waut ai cannection between tht
great words ai religion and everyday life bas bewildered
and discouraged al ai us." Who are cmbnaced ia tht
"ius?" We hope flot many ministens in Scotland ; non yet
rnany godiy eiders. Wc trust that this bewilderment and
discounagénient belangs only ta ont solitary professon, wha
was tound not long ago in a public ceremony wibb Dr. Mar-
tineau Stapiord Brooke and Mrs. Ward, tht authon af IRab-
ert Elsmene," optning a hall where a Christless service was ta
be held every Lord's Day.

Dr. Drurnmond may be be an excellent scitntist, but he
is ccrtainly flot a hiblical preacher. Ht is an exceedingly
unsafe guide in tht exposition ai God's Word. Tht man
wbo loves ta read John Owen or Richard Baxter or Thomas
Boston or Samuel Rutherford, whose deep spiritual txpcri-
ences, toucb responsive chords in every exercised soul, will,
while necognizing tht smantness and tht charm aif Prafessor
Drummond's style, at bbe same ime take note ai bis shallow
ness in religions expenience.

Duncan Matheson, tbe honourcd evsngelist, said at a
Conference an the Revival afi 86o, in tht Fret Church,
Abendeen : CI1 have always seen tht work praduce tht great-
est fruits under tbc soundest teaching. An aid Highland
minister said : Ib tis a dangerous thing for a child ta get
bad milk," and you generally te whtrc there is not sound
teaching they are like tht young tbrusbes, ready ta cat mud
if given ta, thern. They have no discerument. But wherc
there is souad teaching they graw np live calves in tht stali;
tht grace af God lu ia them, and we see lb shining. Thene
is just this in it-tht good aid doctrines will stand the test
for tbey are buit upon the Rock of Agts Whertin dots
their stnength lie? In their truc biblicalness. Read Bas
bons"C Fourfold State," or Philip Heur?. "CIChrist, Al lu
AIl," or any ai tht works ai tht Puniban peniad, or tht grand
aid Scobîish preachers, and yau will find thcm structures built
up with heautiful Bible stoues.. Moody's best sermons are
punely biblicai. John Brown, ai Haddington, says of bim-
self:- CI1 was led generally ta prtach as if I had never read a
book but the Bible. And the aIder 1 grew 1 more and more
aimed at this (an observation which 1 had made la tht days
ai my yautb, that what toucbed my conscience or beant was
not any amry fiights an welh-tunned phrases, but cither eibpress
scriptural expressions, or what came near ta thcm), and led
me ta deal much in Scriptural language, or what was nean it."
Tht rnast cnduringiy powerful preachens anc those who hon-
aur tht Word ai God. "lIf aay man speak, let hlm speak as
bbe oracles ai God." Then ht shahl have unpeakabie 'ad-
vautages I

i. Ht will fiud a way toa a béart. The Bible is a com-
mon book, and its truths art tht henitage ai tht peuple. Ht
who wonks aloag its lines bas a prepared way lu which ta
run. Ht can take hold ai many tbrough this means.

2. Ht wilh have constant variety. Tht Bible is rlch in
thougbt, and sa prolific in themes. Mauy oaitis trubhs are
many-sided boa, or anc presented under cbanging izlits.

single verse ai Scripture is euough, when believed, ta bng
ta sin-bundened htarts pardon and peace, and ta show that
tbcy are «I heirs ai God, and jaint-beins with Christ" toaua
inhenitance incorruptible, and undefihcd, and that fadetli nat
away."-2 Pet. i. ig ; Rom. viii. 17 ; 1 Pet. i. 3, 4.-T» Olive,,
Leaf.


