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liv IJoXONIAN.

Congregatinnal quarrels and dler*iral Iltroubles " la
cities atre armed with a new terrnr The new terror 15

nevspaper publicity The mnrniaig afier the" rnw."
long reports with sensational headings tell the world
how Satan is gcuting in bis work TJîe clever young
men froin thc ncwspapcr offircs have bren on the
scent, and whether they 'vere nllowed ta rcmnain nt the
meeting, or wcre eccluded, they write R report ni the
the pracetdings Rul the samne Everything donc Rt the
meeting, wise or otherwise, everything witty or
wicked, evcrything that ought flot to have bcen said
or donc as laid on the brcakfast table. And a goodly
number of people take the two columns af congrega.
tional tiaute or clcrtLi scandai along wath their
breakfast. In fact, if they dîd flot want it along
with their breakfast it neyer would have beca served
up. The young men prepared the matter, and the
publasher published it mainly because they knew a
large number of thear readers would lake at in the
morning before family worship. WVhether that land
of literature prepares a family for their morning devo-
tions is a question thint rîced flot be here discussed.
A great inany people rend it whether it is good for
themn or flot.

There is a short and easy wvay by which Churches
and niinisters niay avoid the terror af toc) much
publicity. Just stick closely to the Mlaster's work,
and the young gentlemen of the press wiIl flot trouble
you. They neyer haver arcund pra, er meetings, or
quiet congregationl meetings, or Church court meet-
ings at wvhich there is nothing but gond plain work
going an. Nobody ever heard of the reporters forc-
ing themselves intona church lis whicit the sacrament
af the Lord's supper was being dispensed. WVhen was
a plain, wveekly prayer meeting nvaded by pressmners?
If there is any kand af ïevival meeting a, which Sam
Jones is ta figure, or at which a Ilsinging," or Ilweep.
ing," or "boy" evangclist is ta hold forth, two or
three presamnen may turn up, but the people of To.
ronto or any ailher city mTay meet an every church in
the city every evening for a twelvemonth, and noa
presmien will trouble them if they mercly pray an a
quiet, orderly kind of way.

Cosigregatiolis that complain about flic presence of
reporters ntight make a littie experiment. Just meet
saine evening and add $.200 or $300 ta the pastor's
salary, and see if the young men of the press give
yau any annoyance. Not they. The most they
would do would be ta drap in nt the close ai the
meeting and ascertain the amsount. Next marning
there would bc a little paragraph in the local cnlumn
saying that the congrcgation had added $200 ta their
pastor's salary. That is positavely ail there would
be about it. If the people met ta tura the min-
ister out, and had a big " row " over the turning,
they would get a two*columas report with sensational
headings. If they met tainquire whether the stuiffhe
drank out af a bottle while away on bis holadays was
milk, or lemnonade, or comething stronger, they might
possibly get: tour colorons. A meeting field ta inquire
as ta whetber a popular preacher did or did flot
saliste one cf the sisters in apostolic fashion, would
get ail the space needed for a long descriptive re-
port, accomipanied by notes. Perhaps a portrait af
the brother migbt adorn the hecad ai the report, and
bis biography enabcllish its taîl. Nothing that hap-
pens in modemi society commands newspaper space
s0 rcadity as the trial of a popular minîster who as
chargcd with following anostalic precepts ta liter-
ally in social intercourse. A Presideatial election as
iiothiiig ta it.

A plain Presbyter meeting, at which the atembers
do nothing but the± vital wvork af the Church, is gener-
ally considered a prasy cnough affaîr. A skillul
pressmcn or Presbytcr Clerk can squeeze the pro-
ceedings inta a report af two or thrce inches in
lcngth. But Jet it bc understood that Dr. Boanerges
and the Rev. Mr. Poundtext are going "'ta have it
out" on samne aId sore, and the praceedinga are lIkely
to be spun out ta a couple of columns.

A minister may visit the sick and dying for years;
hie may belp the poor and do pastoral wark among
bis parishioners for a life-time ; hie may write and
preach good sermons for a quarter of a century, and
ia ail tlîis tine-no xiewspaper mnan ntay came near

hlm. Dut if the report gets abroad tlint ho tollowed
ton literally apostolic injunctions la the matter of
salutation, a dazea reporters may Inuterview hlm in
anc day, and ask him what hoe bas ta say about the
rumaur tlint hie saluted Priacilla.

If you stick very closely and quietly ta your Mas.
ter's work, the reporters nover anaoy you. The nia.
ment a Church or mînistor le suspected af doing work
of an opposite kind, then the pi esamen want items and
interviews.

And why? Are these young men wicked above
aIl athiers? Not by any means. Do thcy delight la
church scandai ? Net they. They arc simply on-
gaged in their daily work, an.d are hunting for flic
kînd af stuff that they kaow very welI the public like
ta read. __________

THE POIWER 0F CHRISTIANITY.

The culture ai the imagination. The imagination,
which is a hand-maiden ta the intellect, is a neccssary
factor la the presentation ai truth, la beauty ai ex-
pression and in the evolution ai thought in ail the de-
partments of knowledge. Imagination bas much
ia cornrit with fancy, but the anc differs tramn the
allher in speciflo aim. Fancy only employa itself
about thir.gs withaut regarding their na:ure ; but im-
agination aima at tracing and getting a truc copy.
Of imagination, which hasjust been defiled, there are
two kinds. The flrst is what la called descriptive im-
agination. This kind ai imagination is interwoen
sata the very texture ai Scripture, and gives ta ils
caatext lieé anid sweetness, as Christ la the Rase ai

Saothe LiIly af the Valley, the Root ai lesse,
teB ai o Righteousness, the Bright and Nforn-

îng Star, the Dayspring, and the Sun ai Rightesus.
ness. Ia each of these designations ai Christ, the
grand truîh which it expresses is enshuined la beauty,
and it la sa wiîh many passages which begemi the
pages ai Scripture Christ addresses Hîs people in
the fine poetic strain " lLa, the winter is past, the
ramn as aver and gone ; the flowers appear an the
earth ; the fimie ai the singing ai birds is come,
and the voice ai the turtie la heard in aur land ; the
fig-troc putteth forth bier green figs, and the vines 1
witlî the tender grape, give a good smell. Arise, My
love, Mvy fair one, and came away.!' Glawing with
gratitude and sparkling wlth joy, David, the awee'
singer ai Israel, depicts the goadness ai God in nae
fine pastoral scene,-"l Thou crownest the year with
Thy goodacas and Thy paths drap faînesa. They
drap upon the pastures ai the wildt--ness, and the
little hills rejaice on evcry side. The pastures are
clothed wîth fiocks, the valîcys also arc covered with
corn ; they shout for jay, îhey aIse sing."1 The pro-
phets and the aposties abound in similar s:rokes and
touches ai imagination. What la the native effect
thereai on the humnan mind la practical ntatters, ia
commoisplaces and la speculative themes? On the
anc hand, the effect on the minds ai mca la general
as a pleasiag apprehiension ai the truth s0 set forth,
and a retenti-je liold ai it in the moral tone and in the
tenor ai thear lfe ; on the ether hand, the effect an
the minds ai writors la particular la refinement la
tasie and elevation ia the habit ai thought, or it
stands.out in their lucubrations wîth clearness bath
an matter and an torm, as an Dante, Tassa, Thomison,
Cowper, Milton and Shakespeare. I3esides, in bis-
tory and in the whole region ai cencreto facts, im-
agination ta as necessary as ia poetry ; the historians,
iadeed, cannol savent bis facts, but hoe must mould
thems and dispose thems with a graceft congruity;
and ta do thas is the work ai the imagination.

If is truc an the narrative Partion af Scripturc, as
%vell as an the poetry ai Scripturc, as la the Mosaic
sketch ai creatien, ia the marvellous story ai joseph
and in the histary ai Jeius la the four Gospels. It
la, indeed, imagination that gives point, vivacity and
brilliancy ta every spccies ai composition. The sec-
ond as what is called creatîe imagination.

Imagination as sa callcd because imagination, in its
highcst tise, is but anotber name for absolute power,
clearesl insight, reason in ber most exalted moed.
'-.The poct's eye, in a fineifrcozy rolling,

Iioth glance trams heaven ta carth, rin earth te heaven,
And as imarination bodies forth
The fora fs hings uncaown, thc pocl's pen
Tuans them ta shapes and gives ta airy nothing
A local habitation and a Damse.

In Scrîpture, imagination is used ta censtruct ini-
geniaus framnewarks ta which ta set forth grand truthis,
as ia the parable ai the trees; la the choice of a king,

la the parable ai Nathaa la regard ta David, and la
the parables ai aur Lord In Srripturc, the soul
soars an the wings of Imagination ta tranceadeatal
hcights la order ta conteinplate God la the creation
ai the universel as la the adoriag converse ai the
saoul with God Il less the Lord, 0 my saut 0 Lard
my God, Thou art vcry great, Thou art clothed with
honour and majesty Who roverest Thyself with
light as with a garment, who stretcheat out the hiea
yens like a curtain, who layeth the beamns ai Hie
chambers in the waters, who makeih flic clauds Hi,
chariot, whos walketh upon the winge ai the wind"l la
Scripture the coul la carried la imagination through
the bouadlesa universe la search oi an answer ta the
question, IlCanst thoti by searching find out God ý
Caast thou find out the Almighty tinta perfection?
It la as high as heaven, %vhat canst thon do ? deeper
than bell, what canal thoti know ?" The faîste cannot
measure the Infinite. Mhen the Imagiation Is thus
sa much uaed in Scrlpture, it is clear Christianity fos-
ters and expands in us thant faculîy which ia necossary
ta make progress la the knawledgc of thîngs. If is
imagination that enables us ta trace (acta ta their
source by ingeniaus devices, and ta siut themn la every
possible way la ordet ta acquiro an exact khawledge
af them. It is imagination thant enables us ta cea.
jure up in aur aninds what is necessary ta thc solus.
tion ai eroblems and th'ýorems la mathemnatics or
la pbysics or la aay othier ai the sciences. It la im.
agination thant enables us ta formn distinct conceptions
ai phenomena and ta coatrive how ta decipher thems.
It la a weII-known tact thant the higheat class ofiscien.
tific mon have been led ta their most important dia-
coveries by the quickening power ai a suggestive im-
agination.

The condition ai thinga necessary ta progreas.
God, whas creaîed ai thiaga, continues ta uphold
thîngs in their laws and properties by the word ai
pwer. God is distinct from, ad independent afi,
ail created thing, but H-e manifesta His preseace
la them as la the growth ai plants, la the motion or
badies and la the energies af animaIs or as la the
beauty, the grandeur and aublimity ai things oather
la the material or la the mental warld. As ail
thinga which God baa croated are sustained by lmn
in the continuance ai thc-ir existence and in the per-
formance ai their functions, sa aIl thinga bear the
plain marks of Hia haadiwork la unaty ai design and
la the accomplishmient af special ends assigned ta
them la creation. Ia this conneclion ai thinga wîth
God there la certainly af pragreas or the relation ai
things ta the Creator la the ground ai ias coatintiaus
unity, and unleas there be unity we have no right ta
speak ai progros; for succession la of many, but
pragresa ai anc. Things differ from anc another in
kind and purpose, but they aIl stand ta each allher as
parts ta a wbole la the economny ai nature, and invite
investigation or stur up intelioctual actiy. Mmid
differs frams niatter as wide as the polos, but the anc
stands la fine adaptation ta the othor, and we can
accordingly read, uaderstand and explaîn phenomnena
within us and without us. The great law ai uaity as
variety, which shînes out with radiant light la Scrip-
ture, ruas thraugh nature and constitutes the basis af
metaphysacs, phîlosapby, science and art The scrip-
tural adea af God as essontial ta thao pracesses of
gencralasatîo, the ordanances ai religion facilatate
pregresa in the knawlodge ai things, and the means
for the spread of the truth amang the heathen contai-
bute towa.rds the sanie end. Science ia îndebted ta
the Christian missions for their contributions ta the
study of hanguage, ethnology and comparative reli-
gion. la certain quarters, hawever, the scriptural
idea ai God in nature ia igaared, and the processes,
by whîch Gad carnies an the system ai thinga la the
universe, are substîtuted an Hîs plarc. What as the
character or what value cans bo attached ta the con-
clusions ai a philosophy, which shuts out what is
essenîlal ta universal concepts ? The philasaphy,
whîch substtutes the idea ai law ta the place ai the
Creator, is the baselesa fabrîc ai a vasion, and ta is
thereta watbout value, anasmuch as Ilthe fuadamen. .,
conception ai law is an ascertained workîng sequence
ar constant order among the phenomena ai nature.
The palural laws originale noîhing, sustaia noîhang.
They are modes ai aperatian, therefore not opera-
tors,ý processes, non powers'

Such a mode ai philesophizing la the outcome of
antipathy te religion on the part of same, and of
pretoasion on the part ai others. With nat a few,
there ja the fice use ai philasaphic termis, but there
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