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plished thefr work. Ono preacher-has to addrsss a congre-
gation, the majarity of whom aro well-instructed Christians ;
the audience of another consists largely of l)orsons fecling
after God, if haply they may tind Him'; a thid has before
him peoplo characterized by gruss ignoranco and stolid in
differenco ; while & fourth wrestles with a community not
intglloetunily backward, but full of avowed unbolief. ‘K'ow.
while in all theso cases Ohirist must Lo preached, the matter
of preaching (and the forin also) will be wisely maodified in
accordance with the circumnstances. Any one who will take
pains to analyze tho recorded addresses of the Apostles wiil
see what is meant, and will admire the wisdom which be-
camoall things to all men in order to save them, By careful
development of Uld Testament principles - reasoning out of
the Scriptures, tho Apostles would gain the Jew; while
the subtle and philosophical Greek (though Paul would not
seek reputation fur wisdom) is approached by other paths,
which promise better access to his pomtion. All eminent!
successful prenchers have shown the like prudence, diseri-
minating conditions inteflectually and gritually diverse,
keeping in tho foreground the parts of doctrine suitable to
begin and carry forward their work i its different stages, and
not prematurely giving prominence toany elemcent of teaching

1t is hardly necessary to add that preaching does not be-
come scriptural by the abundant quotation of Scripture.
The Bible tuay be frecly cited by the errurist and the sensa.
tionnlist, s well as by the sound Gospel preacher. It is
our for one who ja familisr with Scr‘ptum to string to-
gether passages to the plausible support of doctrines which
the Woid of God reFudi:\lcs, or for the pulpit rhetorician
to adurn and give eifect to his comnposition by skilfully in-
layiag 1t with the gems of imspirativn , or, again, Scripture
may ,nofusoly quuted in a way of ittfe“siscrimim\tioll.
passage heaped on pass in dircourse which is nerveless
and aimless. But preaching which is essentinlly poor or
bad cangot bo redeemed by the large amount of Scripture
which may be embraced in i3, and it were an abuse of terms
to call such preaching scriptural. It is, howuver, proper to
add that the

FREE USE OF MCRIPTURE

if such use be made with disccimination, iz much to be com-
mended. It is well that all vur arguments and lines of
{lustration should draw much upon Scripture. The hearer
is then familiarized with the Word of Ged, our sermons are
Loth adurned and strengthened, and our appreciation of
thoso * judgments ™ which **are sweoter than honey and
the honeycomb ™ is fitly testified. The Scriptures arve the
truest classics, and while the Christian teacher’s appeal fu
support of the doctrine will conatantly be **to the law and
thie testimony,” ho wilt delight in every way to hiunour aud
exalt the Book of God.

. We now come to apeak of tho epithet ** Scriptural,” as
applied to the form of preaching; i.e., to the sermon as a
written or spoken colpositivi. Tt it bo premised that we
refer to form not from the literary or artistic point of
view, but strictly with regand to the conformity of preach-
ing to the tone and manner of Scupture, and especially to
the s,\ecimens of preaching incorpurated in the Gospels
andtho Acta of the Apostles. The resthetic point of view
is one thin‘.:. the spiritual is another ; and while svine of the
veinarks which we shall make may be apphied s hiterary
criticisma, it is the higher questivn of conformity to Scrip-
ture example which we wx;}n to keop hefore us,

That Senpture should bo our mot{el as to the main quali-
ties in the form or manner of religions discourse will hard-
ly be disputod. Every country and age has, of conrse, its
own peculiarities of speech, and we have heard n good deal
about tho Orientul charactenistics of the Bible as distn-
ruishing its compositions from those of Western nations.

t Oriantalisins bo adnntted (though scine delight to exag-
erate their importance), yet the manner in which the Hoﬁ-
ihost taught the apostles to order their thoughts and mouid
the loading features of the r dizcovrse is certainly of per-
manent instruction to the preachier. We caunot without
loss adopt a form at variauce with Scripture example.

Before mdicating somv of the qualities in the forin of
vreaching as to which Scriptures should be carefully noted
and copied, I need hardly farthier preuuse that no attempt
is here inade to deal with the queations which belong to t}le
logical and rhetorieal formn of pulpit discourse~—questions
which are of sufficient importance in the science of hotiletica,

{1) The simplicity and threctuess of Scripture should ever
be the pattern of preaching. Simplicity 18 more than the
pernspicuity which makes discourss easily intelligiblo. The
trus conception of it implies that objects are distinctly and
vividly realized in the inind and presented as they are seen,
in definite outline, and free from complication and entangle-
ment. It is imt 1n the thought, then in the expression.

THE SIMPLIC{TY Of SCRIPTURE

appears in the chuice of wurds and tho structure of senten-
ces and discuurres. It pervades everythivg , avd, rejecting
all that savoum of artitice and solf cubacivusness, gives an
airof perfect naturnlness to overy species of compusition,
Whlst the highest literary results are reached, the idea of
fine thuught or fine lictivn is clearly nut in the mind of the
writer or speaker. e do not thin"; of the art which con-
ceals art, but of a spiritual coudition which transcends all
art, and which ts fungetful of erverything oxcept the truth tu.
be delivered, the glory f Himn whose word is spoken, andthe
well-being ot thuse to whom the word shall come.

A preeminent instance of this simnplicity is found in the
sermon uf Peter un the day of Pentecust.  Whilst, prubably,
the record is unly an epitume_of Peter’s discvurse, the qual.
fty spoken of ohines thruugh the outline given. United
with simplicity is the wunderful directnoss of the inspired
preacher, growing vut of his intense carnestuess. 1‘?0t a
superfluous word, 1 ut o mieplaced word, not a feehle word,

use the arrow is sent directly to the mark. *Ye men
of Israel, hear theso words ; Jesus of Nazarcth, a Man ap-
proved of God among you by miracles, wonders and signs,
winch God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves
also knuw . Him, being delivored by the determinate counsel
and forcknowledge of ?}od, vo have taken and with wicked
hiands have crucificd and slain.” ¢ Therefore let all tho
house_of Israol know assuredly that God hath made that
aame Jesus whom ye crucitied both Lord and Christ.” With
such words Peter delivers his message, and his hearers are
¢ pricked to the heart.” What a contrast to the tawdry
and ambitious rhetoric which sumetimes passes for preach-
ing, and which, alas, maay fuolish persons are foun& to ad-
mire! Simplicity, directness, forvid earncatness —all in per-
fection, all really one. The discourses of Pavl recordege in
the Acts equally illustrate the simplicity of absolute cor vie-
tion and burning earneatness.

All the great preachers stnce Peter and Paul Liave, in their
measure, exhibited this quality of which we speak—Chry-

sostom, notwithstauding his long periods and coplous dic-
tion ; i\ugustine, in spite of the invelution of some of his
sentences, and the enigmatical tersoness of others ; Luther,
with his fiery, impetuous zeal—kindling the heart of a nation,
of Yurope, and bearing down everything heforo him : Bour
dalouo snd Massillon, Whitfield and Wesley ; Chaliners,
too, notwithatanding foatures of style which ab firat sight
are quite unlike simplicity Sermons in which tho preacher
shows a lpainful elaboration, in wlich, from affectation of
tome philosophical mode, his thought is recondite and dithi-
cult, or in which he deals in an inflated and self-socking che-
toric—such sermons aro not after the scrij.  al pattern, and
can hardly be redeemed even by conmderable excellence n
thoir matter, But the truth ia that matter and wanner are
20 closely allied the maunner so much grows out «f the mat-
ter, and the inatter, aguin, is so necessarily a Tected by the
manner -that in the deterioration of the wne the wther will
surcly suffer. Let the nmuind and the heart of the preacher
bo filled with his theme, let the things of G and of the
soul bhe to hitn what they wore to the apostles, and he will
be like thom in the simple enendy with which he delivera
his message, and pleads with tnen to be reconailed to God.

Wae do not forget that on many suljects and occasfons ro-
ligious discourse cannect oxhibit the nerv~us energy which
we have marked in Peter’s sermon at Pentecast ; such in
tenaity would not agree with the matter treated of, and
which should rathet require calm exposition or quict and
gentle application ; but there should never be wantin+ the
sunplicity which is natural to n pure heart and an earnest
purpuse which is a moral indication as s rely as a literary
excellence.

(2) Another scrivtural attribute of manner which should
characterize all preaching is

REYERENCE, SOLEMNITY.

Preaching has every roforence to God, as well as to man:
and God is in heaven and we upon esrth. He s infinitel

exalted. In Ilis presence the seraphim veil their faces mtf;
their wings, and cry, Hol{. Holy, Holy is the Lord of
Hosts ; the whole earth is full of His glory. Scripture in
overy book, In every word, from Genesin to Revela-
tion, 13 serions and feverent. Whether it be history, or
prophiecy, or poetry, or didactic statement, it is reverent
and sulemn. Whether it threatens or prmnfses, rebukes or
sraises, it is roverent. Whether it bo Old Testament or
New; whether the writer bo of Judah or Ephraim, or per-
chance & Gentile, as Luke, there is ever profound rever-
ence. The many sacred writers have cach his own charae-
teriatics, but not«ne of thom is flippant, or jocular. or mirth-
ful in the lower sense, or tries in any way or at any time to
amuse his readers. There is seriusness and diynity in overy
utterance, and tho pervading scnse of the divine presence
makes it impossible to be light or trifling for an instaut.
The whole ngiritual nature of these writers is moved and
elavated in the highest degree, but they never vary their
tone, and ruliove themselves and their scaders by soue piece
of uniexpiected humour or joeculanty. Irony the gravest we
have in parts of Scapture, but no fun, or mirth, or nunseuse
We are nut saying that these things are in then:sclves sinful,
and that on 1:0 vecasion may a gedly mun unbend  Many ox
cellent Christians indulge at titues ia playfulniess of speech,
and are not conscious of sinning ; though tien when playful
the speech should be seasoned with »ult.  But we are f)em
wpeaking of public religivus discourse after the Scripture
modet 3 and withont coutroversy the manucr of Seripture is
such as we have reprosented.

Well, hicre agnin the great teachers of the Church have
followed Scripture. They ever haudle their great themes
under a solemn sense of their momentous importance, of the
commission they have received from God, a~d of His pres.
ence ; and whatever Le their natural aptituuc for wit and
mirthfulness they do not iudulge it when they appear as
God's messengers. ‘Thoy are not dull and tedivus, they
know how to enlist the sym%nthics of their hearers and to
retain unflagging attention, but they never descend to the
jocular, or the grotesque, r the utterly foolish. Noris it
merelv cultivated taste which restrains them, but the fear of
God and the earnest desire to awnken in men’s minds worthy
thoughts of Him whe s the King, eternal, fimmartal avd
invisible. Nor will such H)rcachcra willmygly touch any sen-
titnent in their hearers, the activity of \\‘Kivh wauld ‘end
to defeat the very end which they have in view, aud to lead
the attention away frow the high and holy theme on which
it should be concentrated.

do not know that in any age more ocenpants of the pul-
pit have been chargeable with

DEFRCTIVE REVERENCE

than at the present day. It is a serious evil ; it is very sad.
Maay who stand to speak in God’s name and to continue
tho work in which prophets and, apostles were engazged, de-
lihorately connt upon t‘wir irreverent eccentricities, whether
in their xrlectinn of subjects. or in their manner of speech,
as an element of rnpulariw Thare are, 1t must b.e confessed,
in~tances of veally grad and useful vreachers forrettinge
themselves and dropping evpressions winch were hetter
wanting ; these are dead tlies in the apothecarv’s nintment :
hut what shall be said of those who, of set purpose and con-
tipually, use the language of low comedy~of broad and vul-
ar farce— language which arv respoctable speaker would re-
use to elploy in secular address? That any Christian peo-
le almu]dl;)e{eard vindicating such language or apologizin
or it is o th ‘ng to bo deplored and <hows the extent to which
their owu seutiments have leen depraved. ** Wall & wan
Wead for Baal **  Shall we **do evil that good may comne ?
ad any specimens of language such a8 mav be abundantly
gathered from snme sermons been found m any book profess.
ing to be Scripture, the whole Christian world would have
immediately pronounced it spurious : and yet some wouid
have-us believe that the public enr is to be ganed and the
masses won for Christ by the free use of such extraor-
dinary apeech

Whilo disallowing all that is irreverent and low, there is

no wigh, T need ha l{m . to encourage a dull and Heav

pulpit diction or any kind of mock soleranity. In commend.
ing dircctness and earnestness of spcech we have already
sronounced against ruch a mwanner. Tho true remecdy for
&u]ness is not = flippancy and jocularity, not in slang and
tho phrases of the reprobate, but in clearer and more vital
thrught, in a more earnest purpose, in & stronger sense of the
divine presence, in greaterzeal for tho spiritual well-being
of men. Le{ everything be real, and falre solemmty, whether
in words or in voice, will be hardly passible. A dead, formal,
artificial manuer isindeed a great esul, but there is nogainin
axchanging it for vuly writy and lovity or any of the arts of
thé pulpit mountebank. It is an ungrateful task to discuss

thisraatter, but 1n addressing the future teachers of the
Church I may be allowed tospeak with the utmost franiness,
\

and before the evil referred to has made its appearunws 4o
any extant in our own Church, to lift up my ’mml)le bhut
tnoat earnest testimony agamnst it.  There 1a really no power
1n this irreverence - there s no wisdom in it. It does gross
violenco to the feelings of all well-regulated minds, it asso.
clates what 18 highest, purest and nublest with the debased
and impure, and it is in npen revolt against the manner and
spirit o Hoiy Seripture.

t3) L'reachitng, like Scripture, shuuld always be character-
ired by the

SPIRIT OF LOVE.

God is love, and love breathes in every part of His Word.
(iod has other attnbutes than love such as truth and jus-
tice ; and we uneced not athirtn that the divine perfections may
e summed up in love.  But, certanly, if asked to name ono
qunlit{ of the infimtely perfect Bemyg which shines with
special lustre in the llla{u. as . Redemption, we should
name this one  * God o loved the world that He gave,” ete.
* Herom ia love, not that we loved tad, but that He ioved
us, and gave His Son," ete. ** Gad commendeth [is love to-
ward usin that,” ete.  \When Gad warns, rebukes_or threa.
tens men—speaks rather, with the voice of the Law-giver
and Judge—there 18 nothing nconsistent with love, but
fresh evidence of it.  Scnpture s Lathed in an atmosphere
of love, Tho spectmens of apustolic preaching inthe Acts of
the Apostles, to which reference has ropeatedly heen made,
are pervaded by Jove ; the very terrors of the Lord to which
they appeal become the instruments of love.
he true messenger of God, to whose word hearts have
opencd, has ever spohen inlove. Himself filled with the
love of God which 13 in Jesus Christ our Lord, he has taken
tus stand within sight of the Cross, nay, near to it, aod with
deep affection, perhapa many teara, has spoken to his fellow:
smners in the Saviour s name.  Nuthing in his speech has
proved so powerful as this eloment of love, kindled in his
own soul by the view of Calvary By this he has won his way
disarmed hostility, and vannuished all unbelief and sin,
The preacher shuuld carefully averd & manner which is
unsympathetic, harsh or dictatorial.  Especially when
called to rebuke sin or declare the fate of transgressors
should he loak to the spirit in which he speaks. It is so
easy to forget the tenderness and solemnity with which the
1sues of sin and the doomn of the wiched shuuld bie referred to
that we must be ever un our guad. In hearing the future
of the nnpentent annuvunced, une has not seldom deplored
the use of a loud, impetuvus and stern manner, very incon*
gistent with the position of a pour sinuer, hunself stsuding
under the shadow of a judguent seat lefore which he has
also mented condemnation, and from which it 18 pmub]e.
s own sentenco of rejection may be pronounced.  Sin must
of course be denuunced, and nu false or treacherous ideas of
humanity should prevent the preacher from warning the
wicked of the cmr ; but if ever the Lurd's servant should
pray for
THE SPIRIT OF RUMILITY

and love it 15 when he must speak this part of his message.

One has pauetimes Anown a nanistry m the earlier part of
which the Law was muat conspteuous, while a tono of seve-
nity pervaded the sermons delivered ; but as grace accome
phished 1ts work 111 the preacher he gave ancreasing promi-
neuce to the Gospel, and while hatred of sin was not less
marked than before, there were alsu seen a gentleness and »
richness of sympathy which Jdid not belong to the youthful
neacher, The Son of Thunder -nut ceasing to be such—

weame 2 Son of Consolation, and losing nothing of his old
power, the ** man of God ™ acquired a new power which was
still more effectual in doing his Master's work.

Let those who are preparing fur the sacred uvflice aspire to
become good preachers in the highest sense.  Preaching will
bre a great part- -may I not say the mam part ?  of your work.
If you faal in this you fail as munisters ; if you succeed in
this your nnnistry cannot be fruitless But seek so to preach
that vour sertons may all deserve to be called scriptural,
This 13 the preaching which the Master will approve, what.
over Le the judgment of the frivolons, or the ill instructed,
or those who have a fuize standard ; which will bring men
into the kingduin of God; whicl, will edify and comfort
tiod's children, aud fit them fur His service on earth and His
presence in heaven ; and if, by grace, we have been en.
abled thus to preach, we shall, as our ministry lastens
to & close, be increasiagly thankful that in our teaching
we have been kept fromn forsaking **the simplicity that is
in Christ,” and have been strengthened * to declarc the
whole counsel of God."”

UNFRUITFUL CHURCHLS.

Henry Ward Beecher was a man of rare power and elo-
yuence, aud his congregation was very larngo and wealthy.
But we do not remember that the cungregation ever made for
stself a record of good deeds.  Diad st send forth missivnaries
to the heathen? Ind it help any educativnal institutions?
ndat establish city misstons or asslums? We have not
heard of any such. {\'e wunld almost as suun expect to ind
m1sstons or other Chrstinn enterprses assuciaced with a re.
spectable theatre as with Plymouth Church, so called. Tt
was a Church that kived to its own hounour, pleasure and
glory ; and ISeecher was hberally paid to perform his part in
entertaming the company.

There 18 in Brookiyn another charch which is now calling
forth much cumument fur its phenumenal unfruitfulness —
Talmago's Tabernacle. Year after year its cuntrik- tions
to the seven Schemes of the Presbytenian Church have been
nothing ; and iurnfewlycars there huve Leen very small
sumns to a few ob{ccw. he Bruuklyn Tabernacle claims to
be the largest church in America, with & membership of
4,020. Dr, Talmage 1s a famous oratur.  His sermons are
singularly racy and pungent. Yet the frult for the common
good yiclded by his 4,020 Church metubers is sinply shocx.
ing in its mnuteness! In the last seven years,all that
those mombers gave for Home Missivns, Forcign Missions,
Education, etc,, was about $§2,560. There must be some-
thing desperately wrunyg. It is time for Dr Talmage to
nise and explain, YWhen our own Synuds and Presbyteries
meet they claim the right if they sec cause toask for reasons
for bLlanks in the returns. The Presbytery of Brooklyn
might profitably propuse a few questions to tho pastors and
clders of the tabernacle. Suppose all-vhe other congrega-
tions gave nothing to the cause of Missiuns? Suppose they
neglected Cozleges? Supposo thoy Iurgut about Home Mis-
stons, Augmentation? Brother Talmage, you are preaching
on a lofty platform, and setting a pretty shabby example
frowm a very high place. What do you say about it?* ¥
not hurl some of your ficres invectives against a selfish .and
illiberal congregation—Prsbyterian Witness.



