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This theme is of such vast and present importance
to the advancement of the kingdom of God, that it is
worthy of the utmost attention from ail who are inter-
ested in the mission of the Christian Church. The pre.
ceding speaker (Rev. Mr. Mclntosh) has well and ably
set forth the office of the Holy Spirit on and through the
minister as leader and instructor of the people. The
gifts thus promised are : (i) wisdom, knowledge, and
direction in discerning the mind of the Spirit-both
in the Word and in providence; (2) skill in selecting,
preparing, and rightly dividing the Word as presented
to the people; and (3) the gift of utterance when be-
fore the people.

These channels of thought may include ail the
operations of the Paraclete on the preacher and min-
ister of the Church.

The part of the subject to which, perhaps, there is
more need of directing oui' minds for immediate re-
suits in the sanctuary services, is the office of the Holy
Spirit in and through the members of Chist who are
present in the congregation. We must not omit to
eniphasize their appointed relation to ail results ac-
complished by the preaching of the Word. Believers
are called, " the light of the world," " the sait of the
earth," " the witnesses for Christ." This undoubtedly
distinguishes the individual standing and obligation
of every Christian. But in a collective capacity the
Apostle Peter declares (i Peter ii. 9) that Christians
are a " chosen generation," a " royal priesthood," a
"ipeculiar people." 1 select but one of these offices
for special consideration.

Christians are a "royal priesthood." This includes,
by the statement, power and intercession. A king has
authority in some sense ; a priest has intercession and
prevailing power in some sense ; and that this is the
purpose of Christ now is plain from the respons e of
the Church to the salutation given in the opening of
the apocalypse, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath Made us
kings and priests unto God, and His Father." Here
we have the office of the Church. Itniay be well to
trace this to its covenant source, s0 as to impress
more clearly the definite business God has laid upon
the Church in ithis age.

In Exodus xix. 5, 6, we have t.his covenant promise
to the Jews : 1"Now, therefore, if ye wili obey My
voice indeed and keep My covenant, then ye shall be
a peculiar treai'ure unto Me above ail people; for al
the earth is Mine, and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom
of priests, and an holy nation." Often after this God
threatened to destroy Israel for their disobedience.
By their rebellion and idolatry they had forfeited
many a tume the great promise of thîs covenant. But
the long-suffering of God continued in abundance un-
til they rejected is Son, Ikeir Promised Kinsg, and
Head over ail the nations of the earth. Then Jesus
said unto them (Matt. xxi. 43), referring to the above
quoted promise, "The lingdom of God shahl be taken
from you, and given unto a natiorn bringing forth the
fruits thereof."

The Lord Jesus soon after this retired to His
Father's throne in heaven, and sent down the Holy
Spirit to gather out this nation, this CCkingdom of
priests," and this is the sole business of the Holy
Spirit working in and through the Church in this age.
For this we are commanded to preach the Gospel to
every creature. For this the Spirit strives with every
sinnor. For this He convinces the world of sn, of
righteousness, and of judgment. I have drawn these
statements from the Scriptures to shew that God has
laid upon His Church, and necessarily upon'every
member of His Church, a reçsbonsible fiiiwr

prayer for the Spirit to fulfil His office of intercession
within the believer, there mnust ho prevailing petitions
for the minister, and the nienibers, and adherents
that niay be present, in the expectation of accom-
plisbed results for the glory of God, when the con-
gregation is assembled. Thus the mmnd is led by
the Spirit into the appropriate channel for receiving
the blessing.

2. There is need cf a fresli ami de/mnite search cf
God's Word for promises appropriate to the persons
who are to be recipients of blessing that day. God
acts by systeni and by law. The soul of a believer
miust have as definite and clear conceptions of God's
way of converting and sanctifying sinners, as of the
methods essential to successfuhly accomplisb any
eartbly work. To this end the believer miust feed on
the Word of God for sustenance, and for knowledge
in regard to reaching and saving'others. Neglect
here often produces spiritual paisy in God's children.

3. Wben thus prepared in word and spirit,
there is work for every believer in the bouse of God,
while the service bf the sanctuary goos on. This is
found in a spirit of prayer and personal intercession
for others. Ail parts of the service need this ap-
pointed and suggested help for actual rosults. Thus
in praise there is an individual offering wbich God
regards. The true out-going of the beart, miust recog-
nize divine gifts and dealings, so as to present per.
sonal and real thanksgivings in the offering. In the
prayers wbich are offered audibly by one, each meni-
ber has a definite part. This is not in nierely listen-
ing and assenting or approving nientally. Each
member can pray nientaily the distinct petition of de-
sire to the Lord to hear and answer, or apply to the
heart of another. This ejaculatory prayer keeps the
soul engaged with Christ, wbile holding the thought
of the leader in prayer. But ni uch more is the offi-
ciai relation of the believer essential Wo the effects of
truth on the heart of others who listen.

This is an office and exorcise of personal faith
whicb are so grearly ignored or omitted, as to account
in great degree for the very meagre returns of spirit-
ual services on the Lord's day. We should expect, if
we rend the New Testament aright, that. when the
trutb is preacbed in fat, and the members of Christ
present are praying in fath and in the Holy Spirit,
that niany in the congregation who are unsaved would
receive the truth in Jesus and avow their faitb in Him.
But what is the fact ? Many faithful ministers, every
Lord's day, preach His truth in the earnest desire to
see sinners convicted and convrted-saints edified
and sanctified by the trutb. They have sougbt the
Holy Spirit for this, they have prepared truth in
prayer for this, they have yielded theniselves to the
Spirit's sway with fullest acquiescence ere ventur-
ing into the desk.

But tbey are greatly disheartened at seeing no ade-
quate return. To ho told that the sermon is " excel-
lent," 1' able," " spiritual," " refreshing," " delightful,",
f'powerful," is flot onough. Tbey want to hear the cry
of rorurning sinners. Tbey desire to 500 the saints
growing in hife, and ail the fruits of holy living. Wbat
is the trouble? Wbat binders promnised results ? Noý
the hardened sinners; flot apostates nor hypocrites;
not Satan binisoîf.AIl these are notbing in the way
of the wonder.working Spirit of God. But the sainie
thing hinders now as wben Jesus walked among mon.
" Ho did flot many mighty works there, because of
their unhilief.» The unholief of the menibers of
Christ, in the pews, is one cause why sinners are flot
converted, and believers flot sanctified, overy Lord's
day in the sanctuary. And this, doubtless, is the ro-
suit more of ignorance and tbougbtlessness than of
wilfulness. But wben we are under obligation to
know and to /tnk-not /a know and not té thi,,k, are
sins.. When Aaron and Hur upheld the hands of
Moses, the battle favoured Israel ; wben they slack.
ened, it was adverse. Many a congregation want to
change their pastor because in their esteon ieh is not
eloquent or interesting or- intellectual-or even ho-

in attention. That service will net end vfithout ~
result for i~he glory of God in those-whjch sha'
dicate inquiry, conviction, and conversion.
God is willing- and present, when the truth is prep
and presented, when dead sinners are under its
terance,when believers-kings and priests of God-
fulfilling their office, then the fire burnse sinners
converted, and Satan routed.

4. Connected with thé office of kings and priests
intercession, is the after work of observing thosei
pressed, and rendering help. It was the practice
Shephard Church, in Cambridge, New England, mo
than a Century since, for the members to be on
outlook, as they were praying for their pastor, Th
Shophard, while preaching, for those who app
to ho affected and impressed under the truth.soon as the congregation were dismissed they i
stantly sought in a friendly way those whomn theyh
observed, and endeavoured, often with immediate suc
cess, to point them to Christ. This state of consta3
watchfulness was attended by constant conversion1

to God every Lord's day. The spiritual state of tI
members was also so quickened that they were read,
to every good work.

Not only are the gifts of the Spirit held in abundanc
for believers to appropriate and exercise in this way;b
they may come also on the unsaved to reach and bleS
them. When we who preach are stirred and filled wit
the Spirit of God in préparation, then the prom ise
God is seen fulfilled in t/De imp§ression of t/De ts
lesi and' unconcerned. In the cburch referred to abov
the pastor, who was an excellent preacher, tookgra
pains in bis Orejaration for the puipit. One ofi4'
saymngs reported is, IlGod will curse that man's labou4
who goes idly up and down ail the week, and the
goes into his study on a Saturday afternoon.Go
knows that we have not too much tume to pray in, an~
weep in, and get our hearts into a fit frame for h
duties of the Sabbath."

With ail preparation of heart and head and 1body
God says to us, "'according to your faith be it un
you,» and sinners will be impressed. And when t
members of Christ accept their high privilege as n
diators, for those who are listless and careless and f
from God, then to themn He says, " according to yo
faith be it unto you," and sinners will be immediate
convicied to the glory of God. And when thus th
Spirit of God has the free heart of God's people, ï
the power of the Holy One, sinners turn from theï
ovil way s and are converted to God.

Thus upon the unsaved the gifts of the Spirit nma
comne in the sanctuary every Lord's day through th
faith of the.preacher to imo.ress; through the faith
members to convict; through the fatD of their o
hearts on Christ to convert and lead them in the wayo
holiness and peace.

PILALEThES AND TRUTS.

MR. EDITOR,-I do not suppose it is of the slight,
est use to remind " Philalethes » that the expressi*
tghowever widely he may diverge from her standards,,
was neyer used, either by myself or by Principal Gran'
though he pertinaciously insists on attributing i t
both. He knows perfectly well that ho deliberat
misquotes nie, and the omission of the inverted co
mas this time does not save bis honesty. Nor is
of any use to remind bum that Principal Grant sai.
notbing whatever to imply in the faintest degree tha4
a divergent from the standards should "lnot be dia
ciplined by the Cburcb," but quite the contrary ;
IlPhilalethes"' can easily find out by applying to the
prôper source. Thougb, if he was himself present
the Council, ho ought to have known tis as W

as 1.
But IlPbilaitbes"' need not romain in his presen

painful suspense a mioment longer than he wish
The authorized report of the proceedings of the Co
cil is now to ho had by hini, or any one else interest
in t-he mateàrfor th su ofeuedolarincudig
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