THE CANADIAN.

C. M. B A. ADDRESS,

Very Rev. Doan O'8irien to the Dole-
mates of the G, M. 4. A. Councll of
Michigan,

Our readsrs will ba mach interosted
in the tollowing extract, which we
copy frotn the Michiguu Cathulie, of =&
very abla tectury dettvered by Luv,
Dean O'Brien ot Kalamazio, on 1.
ule at Aun Arbor:

It is & plessure for me in behalf of
the worthy pastor of this parisa to
extoud to you a hearty welcoms to tne
services tbis morning.

Thas true Catholic begins all his
work by ijuvokiug Goa's asststance
The fuce that you do this by counng
to the Holy Sacrifice which brings
God to us, iu this His Euchansuc pre-
ssuce, is the best proof of your C.tho
Ieicy.

Iu theso days houest aud s.alworth
Caristisus are needed to opsuly pro.
fess their faith in all Holy Church
believes and teaches. To bow ther
head {u humble subimtesion to the
voice of God 18 counsidered, by the:
world, as an unuecessary burden., To
be a tollower of the meck and lowly
Saviour is considered unmanty, by
those who know un betwer. Mother
Caurch requeres heraes now, as well
as she dtd 1n 1he first centuites. Ty
true, no blondy persecutton awiits us,
but what, to some, is much wmora—the
gs:orn and hatred agaiust u- and our
Church by a large ciass of our etz ny
—requires brave, hecote ouls to beld.
ly beer aloft the staudard of the crors,
aud openly prociaim -ur faith — the
granduest legacy that our futhers have
handed down o us.

True Catholic Iaymen are needed
now more thun ever, to enlighten by
therr exawple and couusel the large
number of our brethren, of this grest
land, who sit in darkness and the,
shadow of death. True men who will -
save God  in  prefersnce to all
else. True woen, like brave soldices,
ready 10 obey the comwmauds of their
pastors whomm God Las placed over
them as capiains in Isracl.  True man
wino witl Keep God's laws to tho edifi
cation of tneir nwighbors, aud to their
own sanctiticniion.

We have reason to believa that you
are such. That you xre represents.
tivesof that holy Church of whom vour
priests may be proud, aud vou will do
Her and them hounor.

In our Association we have the offize
of Supreme Spiritusl Adviser. Too
Sapreme Spiritual Adviser of every
Catholic is his awn pastor, in his par-
ish. Iusome cases, sn appeal to tho
Bishop should be taken in Jjustica to alf
coucerned, but the great rulo is that
your pastor is your Supreme Spirituat -
Adviser.  To him you owe allegiance,
Why ? Hs has been placed over you.
This man of God is with you from your '
birth uutil your death.  Ha it1s who
wakes thy child an heir of heaven ;3 it
is ho who follows you through lite un
til he honds over your dying bed, amd
then in that suprems moment of your
cxisteuce, becomes suprems in truth
for you, when hs bids tho soul depart
in peace, and prononcces the Godlike
words, ** I absolve thue from thy sins.™

Faith teaches obedionce  The hum-
ble submission of our will in allthings |
which aro right, is that requisito, -
which makes & brave man 2 hero. Oa |
our battle feld the victor is the obedl- |
ent soldier. Qa our battle field for

eternal happiness our faith teaches ! Tho poor man,
that, individaal opinions are not toier
atod. About human affairs we WAy
have opinions, but in regard to faith,

4
I an humble submission Is required, and

 whether we like fc or not, we must

obey the command, and sccept what-
everthy Church teaches becauss God
has revealed it, Who caunot decefve
, or bo deepived.

The Bishops, surerssors of the Apos
ties, are the Churchs wouth prees for
us  They having gathered in solemn
vounctl promulgated tae followtng de
eree of the Fuurth Provinela! Counvil
of Cinciunaty, which potots out very
clearly the rights and duties of Catho
lic gocleties :

1. Wuth regard to the obj: ct of such
steteties the Fathers decreed :

&' No soctety shall be considered
Cuihiolic whosy nature, ubject and con-
sttitton, alter the proper fuvestigs
tion, have not been approved by the
Biabiop tu writing ;

(b A soctety once approved caunnot
chnnige its objects or Jaws without con
sulting the Bisbop.

{¢ Hvery Cathohic society
have iz Spiritual Director.

2. With regard to the members
the Fathers decreed :

‘n} Tnat they thall be Catholics ;

by That they evjoy a good reputa
tions ;

¢} That besides the days appainted
they shall approach the Holy Sicra.
went 2t least at Easter time in thelr
own church :

¢d) Tnatthey contribute in the pro
per manuer te the support of the
church and divine woership ¢

e That if they have children of
proper age, they send them to the
Carhinlie schonls, whers they exis'

1, That thoy give no bad example
by sousun of their morals or disobs
diruco to ecelesiastical authorities

These decrees having hean approved
by the Holy Seo, become for us the
voice of Christ on earth.

In ths beginning of this year, the

shall

I

Right Reverend Bishop of Grand

Rapids presented them anew to the
Apostolic Dalogate, who again decided
thut they were the teachiugs of the
Church and approved them as such ;
§0 un Catholic cau longer quibble
abautthem. Catholicsmust obev them
or be considered falthtess:  “ He who
hears you hears me, and He who des.
spmses vou despises me.” ** He tbat
will not hear the Church let him be as
a heathso and a publican.”

Tae Spirituat Director of a Catholic

soctety Is appoiuted by the Bishop ; it
is he who has tc decide on the condi-
tions enumerated above: nor may

anyone bp admitted as a member with

out his consent.

A socioty which does not expel a
member found wanting in any of these

conditions, and who does not heed a .

previous warning, shall no Jonger be
considercd as Catholic.

Having these lawz, we, as loyal
Catholics, will follow their texchings.
L=t us hope that noue such as are not
possessing these qualitizations named
have not been admitted to our order.
If perchance we have had the mis-
fartune of having such among us, let
us raot out the evil bofore 1t leaveneth
the mass, because evil communications
will corrupt good morals,

What shall 1 :ay to you Dalegates
who are going futo council for thy bet-
terment of very Iarge numbers of vour
fellow Catholics. Words of =advice
should come to you from God's minister
this morning. Qo you rests a great
respoosibility. The: welfare of thou-

sands will depend on your actiouns. .

who from his mere pit-
tance, is with herolc seif-denial paying
his assessments 30 that his wife and
little ones may be bettered when his

days are aver, has his eves on sou
Those mure blessed with wor diy gooss
REO QoL voul as financiets wateh {n
vestments  You need she spint of Ld
to direct vou to saiety it Lt wet
hutinn feflnenee gutae you o the
SPITIL 0F G Alebe canodeu U,
Prove yonrseives wority s of the
Church and Loy ehtin en o onr own
countey. Lt the sptit of teagnn
HDIMALE M oUr HEduns

Manftest & great regand for only
Church It this xsm cation 1s ta five,
1t 15 the Church alone tha. ean sus ain
it Lot me tlustrae.  The stongest
body In existence vutstde the € pyrep
are the Freemasous T Indisnn 1o
orgavized & s benetir saee 1,00
fo Isgn do I it hag Ko 0o
intere. The urs ot Junuary rnas
year tt hud 1 o0 mengdinecs xid texrly
aid, declared so o) the Lntinastoner of

| wnsurance, as hl and uuins I able,

Therefure 1t triied

The Masonic budy is o wanting i
cxpable business men  What 1s the
lesson for us? 11 wur society is to con
tinue it nust dn so with the supp-ri of
the Church. It will tail without 1t
The Church will uphoid the scoreties
as long &3 118 members retwnin fatthful
chiddren.  Just 84 soun as they think
they cau get along without the Chureh
she will not he 1n ats wav. The
Church never cbirudes  She mas nw
like to prrt with her ctuldren, bur her
great prieiple o freo will, 10 as
you please “fs and ever will be her
watchword.  ** I have life, tt sou wiii
it woy, go out inte darknes~.” You
Iust court her protection lor eXistatice
and success.  Henee tne nred of get
tingZ rid ¢t that jwmpression that * eur
awsociation witl prosper away frewm the
influence of the Church and pricats
No hranch will succeed which derires
to serve two masters  If wo rre Cath
olics lot us be proud of gathering under
the shatow ot the cross whenever pos
sible, no matter 1f it is inconvenient

Inconvenience brings blessings aud
prospenty.  Ilave your priests with
Yot whenever possivle, therefore have
your mecting piaces near the church
You gentlemen have wuch to do with
ths lite anud success of the Assoctation.
May it not be, that you are pivot on
which success or failure depends. The
8-cret of jour success must be vour
loyalty to the Chuich. Guard our
Assoctation, I beg vou. Proicerit 1
appeal to you in bebalf of the orphans
aud widows whose future depends upon
vou.

May I ask "vou to insist that the
methods of our busiuess be as practical
and economical as poeible. We can
uot afford extravagencs. The alt of
many a povr man is in your hauds and
must be cared for with all the econnny
poseible with securie; .

I would advise that you are cxreful
about changing the constitution. It
has sorved you well. Be slow in dis-
missing & falthful servant. Leave well
enough alone. \Why istheren nced of
tinkering ?

ToeC.M. B A isuctacharty. It
is & buslness like insurance sciety
As such it shouid not tolerate 1ts
brauches **to go & begging "tathe e
triment of public charity and go-d
works. Its sell respect should pre
vent this abuse.

At times to nerease membesship,
misrepresentatious have been made xa
to the cost of insurance, thereby creat
ing dissatisfaction and doing real
damage. Tell applicants pininly what
it will cost. There are still foolish
poople in the wosld, who imagine that
they can buy the world for a cent.
Undeceive such, aud bave them take
policles only for the amouat they feel

l

abloe to pay prowmptly.

I acure you,
doing th1s will avoeld & lot of trouble.
Dectstor 8 In spittiuai attars bolong
wnere the constitution has poonced then,

Leave them there Lt 10 braoch
wierdte & mewber whe Wi cndeavor
Lo correct the Spiritui Adviv r oy epo.
htion, v otherw.se, tn Drauen meet-
1.,

Thisassozation canue® a1 1o have
A rbgic pilest agaws-t . lrom a
bitstuees Ptk of view, 1t weitag bettor
aflerd (o Inse a dezen wemwbers, than
orieit the apptebatioty o ore priest.
Tuete 1~ un reasen tor entter, lawover;
e colmteu bt provides for ail difli
Clities Whoth Ay atlse, 31t wouid
[N TR S TENS PR T Y

Loee citicorstnat will treat ai! alike.
Ol s ale tise rervalits ol Lo w1 ety
Died o any they wog bt to be goutle-
men Toey Bave wany  anceyauces,
1 Is ITUe BUL Where Is there x prescn
11 IED piace who hxsuet The best
sttt bee seiedted, RUG lale ToLUBlera-
HOL Patd 1 TR hIT service

Priests wili ot 1tnterfers with your
bu~itiess atlates, welessthoy condescend
W oactept an thoe, then you must ex
Preet i o dothaar weth cobeelentd-
oibiy.  Pricete do bt ~oh branch
tMos ard enly acupt thun when
pProper pesons are wartug  Priests
do uel wanu! olh e {t they but
expressed a winh 1our Ltites of the dele-
ga.es woud be prest  Thev are
pieud ol recltg thew priantnent luy-~
Wl connyy o the trom, and they
Bave troze inlete st th R representative
Lashude than they have 1 themselves,
Lonce »aud that T rhiugshe thae priests
sheud oot oe mcmders of the Grand
roancti 1 retase my wistuhe and
Achnowiedge 10 1L wonig be well to
huve &t leart one prest s the Grand
Cotieas Bxperienco bas proven this
t A greas nuaber of the wewmbers.

Letat bea unit ter the support of
Chrisuan educnuion.  Without it there
will be no C. M B. A. iy the future.
Suck closely to tne law. Encourage
short mectings.  Have bracch presi-
dents remind disgruntied members,
whie are generally «x «flicers who can-
bt ruie, aud hevcs endraver to rutn,
that branuch Batts are noi laundries.

Doun ¢ mnantest jeaiousy about other
Catholic tnsurance arsociations. Tho
more the merrier. I wieh the number
were doubled, then all reascns for
isining uon Catholic socicties would
beatan end. Eucourage women so-
cieties. {nien the poor inan necds the
help, as well as the poor women.
There is reon engugh for all.  Com-
petitien is the life of trade.  You may
thiuk meunp sing un your good na-
ture with ai this advice R 15 my
desire 1o soe you presper and live, I
am oue of o1, theretore 1 <in ayxious
that you succeed.  Oar simn is noble
to provide in thne of dire distress for
our owa househrld.

{bid yru Grds speed with your
work. ‘Threugh the littls  parli-
mentary ditheultics which may occur
Iet thrte be  patieuce manifested.
Fulliw vver the tinger that puiats to
higher and holier things  Wao greet
yeu fraterualiy and pray our gocd
Luid to shower His favers on you.
Ve bless von in God 8 name, and as
His represcutative.  We bescoch Him
that peace, love, juy, and such other
virtues which go to mahe upa bappy
life bere, and hereafter, may ever be
yours. Amen.

—— et e

The best perfection of 2 man i3 to do
cowmon things in & perfect mannor.
A constant fidelity in smnali things is a
great aud berolc virtuc.—St. Bona-
venture.
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