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Pulpit Power.

T[ir question is oftcn askcd b>' earnnst meni, as %wcII as
Lbyself. constituted outlook. committees-"l Is the

power of the I)ulpit on the dlectine ?" The answcr to this
usîîally varies with the state of the ncrvous systcmn, the
condition of the atniosplîcre, or the direction of' the
~vind. Thc power of the pulpit, likc thc sute of religion,
dcpcnds largcly on the mental structure or personal suc-
ce2ss of hidm who estimates it. Pcrhaps tiere arec very fewv
or us capable of giving a reliable opinion on the point.
One afhirnis tlîat it is not on the dlectine, and ini proof,
rcf'crs to the fact tlîat during the last )-car, Sren mcmibers
have bccn added to lus communion roit, whlile oly sixv
w~ere renioved ; apparcntly obliviotis of Uie fact that tlivre
is a considerable extent of uuuîabitcd tcrritory on thc
globe outside of his diocese. Another duclares that it is
on the %varie, for we have no men ini our day to compare
witlî those of the past ; forgctful, mernwhilc tlîat the
greatness of any min is largcly the creation of circum-
stances; that tliere arc now tlîousancls of meni who couid
fi the places ini hictory of Luther or Knox, if called uipon
to do it.

Lcaving this question whlere thue rnillcnnium is likely, to
find it-uiiscttled-in so far as it is a matter of opinion,
a question of greater untercst presents itself. It is of
more practical moment to us to Lknow lio% pulî)it powvcr
mn>' bc acquired and miaintained than to spcîulate as to
its extent To the preacher it is eveîything. Thîe pl-
pit is bis throne. With it -arc associateci bis fondest
hopes, his loftiest aspirations, bis dcarcst untcrests.
There hie stands, in an especial sense, as the ambas-
sador of the ilost High. There hie speaks on matters
of thrillung intcrest and traiiscendent importance, and
cxpects there, of ail other places, the blessung promniscd
by the Saviotur just belote bis ascension; for it
was with bis dlisciples, as pri-achers, that He promised to
be Il even tinto thc end of the world." To be powerful
ini the pulpit is, or otight f0 be, therefore, thc supreme
aimt of every preacher or Ille Gospel.

T'he great primary source of pulpit power is Ilthe Holy
Gliost sent dovn from 1Ieaven." Of course, witîout this
wc are shorn or our strength. But, to Ieave tbis ont of
view, and to contemplate prenchung siniply as an a>'!. there
are certain cenicruts of power whlich, though secondary,
arc neverthelcss essential :

(i.) A p,-qooind know/ige of Mhe Serzipure's. The Bible
itseif is to be siiidkid. It is an unfaîhiomable mine of
truth. No »sanle man in this enlighitened age imagines
that aIl trutli is aiscertauncd or that there arc no new dis-
coveries of truth to bu made ini the Scriptures. The
humble pastor of Leydcn was righit wlien lie said, Il God
has yet many newv truths to break Forth out of bis word."
There arc newv aspects and relations of truth yet to be
desctibed. There are adaptations of trulli to truth, and
of truth to human nccessity neyer yet discovred. Th e
mani wlo supposes that aIl truth is bound tip ini thîe
01 fathers," or expres&ed in our own crceds and confes-
sions, belongs to the last century and should have been
jcft there. Mie Gospel will bear to be studied tilI time
shali bc no more, and even then we shall not have reach-
cd the botton of the mine. And yet liow many preachers
of the Gospel there arc who arc conuparativcly ignorant
even of the English version of the Scriptures.

People speak flippantly and thouglîtlcssly of ?4oody as
.an urieducated mani, but the fact is that loody js Coqu-

eatecd a.ndl \veh cducated. Auuyone w~ho lias licard limi
spcak to etiquirers or a(ldress çonverts niust have bec»
struck %vith the tlioughit îluat, aCter ail, Moody is a man
Il iglîîy in tic Scriptics." And who Nvill' doubt that

titis is one secret of blis powver ? And wlio ran question
tlîat just ini proportion as the jirofoiîd s/wey of Mhe Bible
is neglectcd, wlîatever cisc may be donc, is the efficiency
an(l sucess of thc munistry lesscnied.

(2.) A phil'sop/,zo/presenai,z of the trutlu. l'lie icîca
is, flot that wc should preacli phi1loroph*î'; but that we
shouild preach phiosophic<zll,. There slîould bu no bcg-
gunig of thec question, no nncre declamnation wbere sound
reasoning is rcquired. W'lutcver our forefatliers nuay
)lave bcen, vie must be logical. The spirit of the age
reqîlires it, and it wvill not dIo for preachers to faîl behind
othier mcen in this matter. It is to be fecared tluat the logic
of the pulpit is often regarded wvith muich less respect
titan tluat whîich is cmploycd ini other professions. It is
qîuite truc that the subjects .on whicu our reasoning is
cmphoycd are distnsteful to the natuiral hcart, and that
rensonting is always hiable to bc regarded as weak and in-
conclusive whlicli is cniploycd to convince meni that thcy
are ini error; stili, thiere can bc uio doubt thit much of the
reasoning of theologians, and cspccially of preachers,
passes for very littie anong large classes of mcen. Is il
not truc thuat many go to, hîcar a preach±r \vith a different
expectation from that which they have whien tie), listen
to an argument lit the bar? 7hci pulpit bas been chuargcd
with the use of unfirmi togic, and under thiat imputation
we niust not ]et it tir. It is eaisy to, sec how the preaclier
inq)' faili under fthe charge. Unlike thc lwyer, he lias no
keen oppontent to dcîcct and expose the flaws ini bis ar-
guments. Tiiere is no one to, examine bis position. He
uses arguments which have beurn hallowed by the usage
of ages. Saunted meni have emiployed themn, and thcy
have Cor centuries been associatcd %vith expressions of
pieîy from thc good and the great. And, abovc l, with
gown and cassock, %vith surplice and bands, who -in cal
bis word in question ? But wue bave faillen upon an age
that will not accept sucli thungs as substituites for logic.
The mcerest schoolboy ini our day laughs az Turrctin's
argument agaunst tie Copennican systemi of astronomy,
and the fact simiply is, tiat tic preacluer wvho expects to
succced ini this last quarter of thie nunctccnth century
must post bim.%eîf iii science and philosophy, and mnust
accustom himself to the use of rclentlcss logic.

Ini this connection, ery thouighulful Christian must hait
.%s unspeakable boons the arrangements for post gradu-
ata courses and the foundation of travelling fellowship ini
our colleges. Nor couild wc estimate Uhe benefit likcly to
accrue to thc risung gencration of munisters and to Uie
churcb at large, should we bave a distinct prol'cssorsliip in
each of our colleges for the purpose of discussung the rela-
tions betwccn theolog.; and science. Mie day is not Car dis-
tant when wc niist have stich chairs ; when mcon of the
becaviest calibre can devote aIl their time to research ini
this department,,%vhcn our young munisters shahl be able to
meet ail opponents on their own ground. Nowv my point
is this ; that a mani ini order to be a preacluer of power
ini our day, must use sucb language and sucb arguments
as cannet, in ail fairness, bc calleil in question on
literary grounds. The counsel of Paul to Timothy is not
3'et out of date :-Il Use sound speech that cannot bc
condemned."

(3.) A third and indispensable clement of pulpit powver
is common sense. ]3y this is meant the habit of perciving


