
steadfaat iii the collecting of stêinps, to
b)econe a permanent collecter; iL wil psy
us al, for it, wilI cause the number of col-
lectors to grow more rapidly, and every
addition to the raîîkb make8 tii. colic-
tion3, alreadly formed and forming, more
valuable.

UJnited States Minutes.

(>NDUCTEi) BY USONA.

Tus point to which aIl our coilectors are
looking forward, je Lthe issuing of Sootts
59th Standard Catalogue. Lealèrs are al-
ready bieginning Le quote its prices, and
oie monthly here is printing the advaace
sheets, but collectera, are still uîîînformed
as te the changes that have been made.
The statement that tiie "boom" prices of
tht 58th have been diêregau-ded 8ses te
bc receivod wit~h laver by both dealeru aud
collectors, both of whom have Lired of the
50% discount business.

Tux coloulal stamps of the United States
are iii a fair way te become as unpopuiar
as the eariier issues of "b Frenchcolonies.
It is charged and admitted that the governî-
ment die at Hlartford Conu., have been
used te print the, surcharge for Cuba on
many different varieties of esvelopes, sanie
lots nunîbering only 1,5W0. The Postoffice
Departinent states that this has been
)ut a stop te, but how many varieties have

been printed and how many forgeries wili
be put on the maket on the strength of
Luis slip remains to be seen. There is no
question but tint the stamps are god for
po(stai purposesl, indeed, iome surcharges
Shave been reoeived through the mails, but
other lots have been printed on private
orders, and tissu appear in the bande of
(leulerg at 25 cents each. They seeni te be

speculative issue@, dold flrst for the benelit
of the Cuban postal departmneut, and after-
wards at greatly iîicreased prices, by deal-
ers who have arranged for the. printing of
the. particular variety or varietie-s offered
for sale. If collecters want theqe, they lied
better buy themn f rom reputabie deaiers
who, ini the event of the envelopes being
discredited, will arrange matters to the
satisfaction of ail concerned.

TuE private mailing carde authorized by
&et of Congress in May, 189, are cauïing
endiess trouble to, the postal officiais. The
iaw requires that they shall bear tha words
"Private Mailing Card, authorized by act
of Congrcss of May 19, 1898" andi be of
practically th. saine weight and size of the
officiai cards, but the dear public interorets
this with latitude. The inscription is
practically neyer used by private iridivid.
uais and the carde vary from a piece of let-
ter paper te binder's board in weight, and
sizes and 8hapes are nuniberless.

Tanz Philadelphia National Export Ex-
position which op.ed on th. 14th enjoyi%
the distinction of being advertised by the,
Governinent through the cancelling mia-
chines. Each local letter passing through
the. Philadelphia office receives this sta-np.
The Buffalo and Toledo expositions have
fohlowed squit.

Tiis Philippine stamps now coming here
te deaiers, sre in most ail cases badly
stuck together, and "by the pound" is the
way one correspondent advis. their sale.

TUE i diagonal surcharge i8 weli done and
no errors have so far been chronicied. The
stampe are popular.

Tax stamps issued by the. United States
during September are thq $100, $500 and
$1000 revenues, surchargeil postage Duie
stamps 1, 2, 5, and 10 cent denominations,

THE PHILATELIO ADVOCATE.


