
.Red River.

is situated on thc shore of a pleasant
littie bay wvhich puts in fromn Lake
Winnipeg, on the cast side of the lake,
and about niiidwvay froni the mouthi of
Red River and Norivay Ilouse. he
mission wvas opencd by Rcv. E. R.
Young in 1873. MWhen the statement
of Rev. John Ryerson, as publishied
in his book of travels through this
land inl 1854, is remcmibe-red, that this
point oughit to be made a mission,
that the Indians and the Company's
officiais desireci it, and that mission-
aries in passing bad promised that
they shouid have a missionary, and
then the fact noted that despite ail
this importunity and rcconmcnd-
ation and promise, no miissionary wvas
sent until 1873, the oid adage,
"large bodies inove slowly"l %vill be
apt to occur to the mind. On Sab-
bath, the 13thi December, I reached
this pleasantly situated mission in
timie to, enjoy a service in the Iltaber-
nacle," as they caîl it, erected at few
monthis ago. Our arrivai wvas fo;ilov-
cd by no snill stir among the natives,
who, on the cali of the beautifuil bell
given by jas. Ferrier, Esq., assembled,
and gave earnest attention to, îy
message from " Beboid, 1 bring you
glad tidings " &c. A number of build-
ings-as missi-in bouse (a very good
one), school-house and place of wor-
ship, kitchen, wood-house, flsb-house,
cow stable, bouse for interpreter, and
bell towver, &c., have heen erected
during the last summiner, and a large
quantity of building material for a
churcb, wben required, coilected, ail of
which, as may w~eli be supposed, bias
not been done without a becavv out-
Iay. But in this case "the end justi-
fies the means." The m-issionary bias
secured a grant of tbree or four hun-
dred -acres of land, about one hundred
of whicb lie reports pretty good, ten
of Nvhicb are partiaily cleared, and one
under cultivation. Eacb Sabbathi
services are conducted ia the taber-
nacle at elevea a. m., in Indian,
tbrougb an interpreter, and at six
p.m., at tbe fort, in Engiish. Class
and prayer meetings and a bible class
are conducted in the afternoon or
during the week. At the tliree ser-

vices 1 attended the congregations
wvere very encouraging ; about twenty.
received the sacrament and thre
wvere baptized.

As a cen/fl the mission is of great
importance. Large bands of Indians,
yet unchîistianized, can be easilv
reaclied-as at l>oplar River, jack'
Head, Sandly Bar, Pigeon River and
Grand Rapids, inany of w'bom wvill
probably settle near the mission ere
lc:-ig.

he fislieries and lhunting grounids
are the best, 1 suppose, on the lake.
Being about miciway between Nerway
House and Red River, it %vili afford
our missionaries, as tbey pass to and
fro, a mucb needed and quiet resting
place ; securing to tbe mission a visit
and to the w~eary travellers a home
and a, Sabbathi rest. To iwy mind the
fleld bere is attractive and the pro-
spects of tbe mission are cbecering.
Mr. and MNrs. E. R. Young are toiling
hard, aîid even wvitbi weeping, to,
scatter CIprecious seed." May tbey
soon realize the promise fulfilled, and
"icome again %vithi rejoicing bringing
tbeir sbeaves with tbemn." 1 felt it my
duty bere and elsewliere to speak wvitbi
piainness on the real mission of a
missionary, inforning the Indians tbat
it %vas not to scatter presents, either
of food or clotbing, so niucb as to
teach tbem the wvay to the Saviour.
The idea of somne of tbemi seems to,
be, that a miissionary must be a sort
of unweariable giver, and wvitb sucb 1
am sure I must have made myseif
very unpopuiar. In my judgment our
missionaries xviii bave to insisi on a
littie more of"I self-bell) " among tbemn.
During my journey 1 liad several con-
versations wvithi uninstructed pagans,
ail of wbomn professed to feel dissatis-
fied with their position, and to desire
more liit, and to be anxious for in-
structioa in the doctrines of chris-
tianity. Fromn severai 1 got a promise
that they wouid pray to the Great and
Good Spirit to lead themn into the truc
ligbit. Polygamny, asuperstitious dread,
of their medicine mca and conjurers,
wandering habits, and an idea that bie
who wouid teacli tbem ought to fred
tlzei to a considerable extent-hiese


