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THE QUEBEC DIOCESAN GAZETTE.

in his day that such priestly powoer has
beon conferred on thom: they avea priest-
houd—a royal priestbood. Now it issome-
times argued that if all Christians. are
pries(s there caa be no ministerial priest-
hood; that it St. Potor declares that Christ-
ians generally are a royal priesthood,
there ¢an bo no priesthood attached to the
office of the Clergy. Yet atleast the Clergy
do not forfeit their priesthood when they
are called to the Ministry of the Chureb.
They surely remain priests like any other
members of the Christiar body: and it is
averyreal priesthood, described by the
very ssme term as that which was applied
to priests of the Jewish Church. Itisa
sacerdotal priesthood in the literal sense

God and the individual union with Him in
our Baptism, we are made partakers of
His glorified humanity and wo are agso-
ciated with His life and work. That lifo
he lives in us, andsthat work He does
through s as the members of the Church
which is His body. Aund has not this
blessed truth its application to the priest-
1y work of our Lord and Master? Isitnot
by virtue of union with the Grest High
Priest, that His people are a royal priest-
hood; that they haveeach their part to ful-
fil in carrying on upon earth the priestly
work of the great High Priest in Heaven?
We cannot too strongly insist upon this
truth, this priesthood of Christian people,
but, as reuson would suggest and exper-

of thoword. But if it be meant that there ' ience proves, it is never so freely orso
can be no distinctive priesthood where the ' frequently declared as by those who have
whole community are priests, this cannot ! the firmest faith in their own office and
for s moment be maintained if we remem- | minigtry as priests in the Church of God.
ber that Moses, spesking in the name of ! What, then, is our position, our own priest-
God, addressed to the Jewish people the' 1y offite and work, in the Holy Orders of
vory same words as are used by St. Peter ! the Church of Christ? It is strango that

in writing to the Christian Church, Ye!

shall be unto Me a kingdom of Priests;”
and yet this did not prevent the existence
among them of a divinely appointed and
highly organized official priesthood. In-
deed, it is impossible to doubt from com-
paring the two passages that St. Peter

ad these words of Moses in his mind
when he was wricing his Epistle.

How, then, can we account for any un-
. and also to be the means of communication

willingness to recognize the true and
proper priesthood of the Clergy of the

any difficulty should ever have been felt as
to this question. The priunciple of repre-.
sentative officials is recognized in almosi
overy human society. No oue would fora
moment say that there vould be no officers
in any asrmy because all are soldiers; and
the chief object inappointing these officers
is not to supersede the soldiers or to
ignorae their position, but to ensble them
to do more ~Yectually tbeir military work,

between the soldiers ard their General.
The priesthood ¢? the Ministry is a re-

Church? Isit not ultimately due, apart |
from Theological prejudice, to the cause ,presentative priesthood; appointed by
suggested oy the words of the Athanasian , Christ Himself to act on behalf of His
Creed, the want of rightly believing the,Church. Weare His ambassadors to His
Tncarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ? Is,people, and their representatives beforo
it not from the incomplete conception of ‘Him; to dgliver His messagn to thom and

that holy mystery that this, like many
other theological difficulties, has its real
origin? There is a tendeney to think of
the Iucarnation aad the work of the In-
carnptionas having come to an end with
the earthly life of the Incarnate God; for-
gesting that the work of the Incarnation
has never ceased on earth, but has been
and is being carried on in {be Church
which is His body, by the power of the
Holy Ghost. It follows that every mem-
ber of that body has his own partin e
work of the ascended Lord by virtueof his
vital union with the Lord himself.
‘Fhrough the Incarnation of the Son of

to offer up their sacrificos to Him., We
are not substitutes for the people, but re-
presentatives. ‘The idea of substitution is
as foreign to ecclesiastical order as itis
unknown in true Christian theology. The
priestsof the ministry are not a separate .-
caste; but they are a distinet and separato
order. ‘They lead their people intheir acts
of worship, and they impart to them the
grace and truth which is in Christ their
Lord. They are dispensers of the Word
of God and of His Holy Sacraments. They
no more coe between the soul and God,
than does any Christian minister when he
preaches his sermon orleads the devotions



