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8'M through the variaus grades of cleri-
'al education witli the most distinguish-

ýdsuccess, and, when permitted ta be-
cayue a public preacher, soon placed
tiSseif in *the first rank by bis learn-
111g and bis eloquence. Young, biand-
SOtfle, and highly gifted, hie became one
Of the most popular persans about the
cOurt and hundreds wlia had forgotten

O iten ta the dictates of virtue in their
O consciences, flocked ta hear them
foathe beautiful lips ai the young

Abbe de Rance.
, ,rtviable as it might appear, bis po-
lt0fl wvas, ia fact, ane of extreme dan-

gel'. Endowved with strang passions,
thOse universal concomitants af great
talents~ posssessing a nature extremely81'scep'tible, and a heart averflowing
With warm affectians-gifted, alsa w.t
'a Persan ai the noblest beauty, and a
'ýOice of the most wianing sweetness,
e'Iwas exposed ta temptations -wIhicli

rn'ght easily have avercome a spirit far
14ore ascetic than that af the yourig er-
Oeglastic. To heighten the perils of

r areer, bis father died ere lie attain-
bhis twenty-flfth year, and Armand de

anIleefound himself not only free from
'ýfltral, but also la possession af a large
eate. Lt wvas at thnt period of bis 111e,
~'hen pleasure intruded itself within a
h"*rt forrnerly devoted ta wisdom-that

hflrst began ta feel the weight of bis
sacred vows. L'is thirst for faine lad

4,slacked in the stream of court fa-
*"and the allurements ofisociety now

Oeete-'hëmelesta him at the moment
*ber, his heart turned in wçeakness fromn

teinpty honours lie had achieved.-
h t the marais of thetime were not

%nhas ta campel hlm ta the pactice
,L YYuch penance and self.deniaÎ. lAis

Y1 office was but a slight barrier ta
Spassions, and however the cowl

IgFjt conceaj, it certainly did nat pre-
"'t their indulgence. Living la the

(]h-l obser ati'f the most fiagitiaus
kelles, and surrounded by those whose

Il only served ta emblazon their
'lese8 the Abbe de Rance soon became

k8"'elInown for bis reckless dissipa-
tnfsfor lis talents, and while lie stili
t'l1I1ued ta utter the most eloquent ex.
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hortations from the pulpit, bis daily con-
duct evinced how little effect the lessons
ai virtue had produced on bis owvn
heurt. P~assion ately devoted ta the chase,
bie would frequently spend several bours
la bunting, and then, travelling witb al
speed saitne ten or fifleca leagues, ta
reaci the spot wbere bis duties called
him, lie would sustain a disputation in
tbe Sorbonne, or deliever a sermon ta
the p-cople with as much tranquility as;
if lie had just issued from bis closet,
His fine powers of conversation render-
ed liim sa desirable a companion, thlat
lie %vas constantly en ged in somne wild
frolic, and, listening on Iy ta the dictates
of bis unbridled passions, lie ivas ever
floremost in scenes of riot and excess.

Amnon the beautiful women who
camposeu the bri Iliant circle ai Ver-
sailles, the Ducbess of Montbazon was-
pre-eminent ialoveliness. Her dazzl ing
complexion, so rare a charm la the na-
tive ai a surmy dîime, ber splendid eyes,
fier fine bair, lier superb figure, thie
symmetry ai lier delicate bauds and
feet, were dlaims ta admiration nat Ilie-
ly to be overlooked la s0 voluptuoits a
society, and Adele de Montbazon had
listened ta tbe voice of adulation, until
its music lad become wearisome ta ber
car. Moving ia the gayest round of
fashion, breathing an atmospbere of en-
joyment, and surroundcd by ail tînt a
mere votary of plensure could desire,
sIc bad already begun ta feel thc satietyj
wliicli ever wvaits upon indulgence,
wlien sIc accidentally encauntered, at
a masque, the gifted Abbe de Rance.-
The cliarms ai bis brilliant wit, and the
musical tones in wvhieh lie uttcrcd thase
sparkling bon mois whicl form. the zest
ai conversation, attracted ber attention,
before she wvas aware ai thc personal
beauty hidden bencatl his mask and do-
mino. Pleased witl thc mystery ai the
affair, tIc romance ai Armand's nature
wvas awakened, and he determined ta
wvin lier heart by the magie ai intellect
alone, ere lie discovcred ta lier the fea-
turcs of lier unknown admirer. Tliey
met frcquently at the many entertain-
ments ofithe court, but by nvoiding lier
near presence in gencral society, lie


