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Cochrane's letter, sa Bone expressions in it
Were laid hold of as breathing a most eau-
guinary and ruthieusa pirit:

Front vee-admiral Cochrane to ». Honroe.

His Majesty's ship the Tonnant, in the

Patuxent river, Aug. 18, 1814.

Raving been called on by the governor-
general of the Canadas to aid himi ini carry.
iiig into effect measures of retaliation against
the inhabitants of the UTnited States, for the

Without dwelling on the deplorable cruelties
comniitted hy the savages in the British ranks, c
aud in British pay, on Ainericau prisoners, at
the. river Raisi, vhich te this day have neyer
been disavoved, or atoned, 1 refer, as more im-
Inediately connected 'with the subject of your
letter, te the. wanten desolatien that wqs coin-
luitteti at Ravr"-o-Grace, andi st George tevu,
early la the. spr$g of 1818. 'These flla"
were burnt andi ravaged by th. naval frcft etf
Great Britain, to the mWi of théir unarmed In-
habitants, 'who saw vith asteuishuient they de-

iveti no protection to their pmoperty from the
lava of war. During the saine season, scenes
Of invasion and pillage, carrieti on under the.
Umie authority, wer. witnessed ail along the
Iraters of the Chesapeake, te an extent inflicting
the moat serions private clistrese, andi unter dmr-
Clmstances that justified the suspicion, that re-
venge andi cupffit, rallier, han thie manly
inotives that ahould dictat. th&, iostility -of a
hxigli-mindetifoe, led ,teirperpetratlon. The.
late destruction of the. housse Of gov.rnr.St lai
thus City', ie another aot ubieh comaes necessakily
inte -view. In the. wars of modern Europe, nô
txaznples of the. kind, even among nations thie
illost hostile te eaeh other, can b. trace&. In
the. course ot ten years past, tii. capitale of the
Principal powers cf the Continent cf Europe
have been conquered, andi occupied altcrnately
b>y the victoriens arries cf each other, and no
ilistance of such wanten and justifiable destruc-
tiOfl kas been secu. W. muet go baek te dis-
tant andi barbarons, ages to finti a Pamallel for
the aots cf whicli I compiain. ýAlthough these
acte cf desolatien invlted, if they diti if OS impose
enL the, govermient, the. necessi ty of metliation,
Yet in no instance kas it been athorized. The.
bnrai.ng of the. village cf Newark, in UpperCa-
nada, pesterior te the. early outrage abe.
enurnerat.,, vas net executeti on that principle.
The. villae cf Newark adjeined Tort-George,
anti its destruction was justifiet b>' tii. officsr
*hoc ordemed.il, on the grcnnd that 1. becamne
lneoeury ii the niilitaryeperatiens there. The
act, hevrever, was diavowed b>' the goverument.

i buroing which took place st Long-peint

wanton destruction cominitted by their umy
in Upper Canada, it kas beceme Jmperiouuîy
my duty, conformably with the. nature cf
the govenor-general's application, to issue
to the naval force under mIy command, ani
order to destroy and ls.y waste such towne
and districta upon the coat as may be found
assailable.

1 lad hoped that this contest would have
terminated, without my being obliged te
resort to severities 'which are contrary te the
usages of civilised warfare; and ai it lis

ras unauthorized by the. government, and the
onduct of the officer subjected to the investiga-
ion of a military tribunal. Por the burning of
St. David's,, committed by stragglers, the officer
who commanded in that quarter was dismissed
rthout a tria), for not preventing it.
1 amn coinmandad. by the. president distinetly

to ointe, that it ai litti. oomporte witI anY
orderm isaued te the. military and naval cern-
ianders of the. United States, as it does with
the'establlshed and known, humanity of the
Ainerican nation, te pursue a mystem -which it
appeare yen have adopted. The. goverument
owes te itaelf, and te the principle which it hau
ever hield sacred, te disavow, as justly charge-
able te it, any sucli wanton, cruel, and unjusti-
fiable warfare.

Whatever unauthorized irregularity may have
been committed by any of its troops, it would
hava been ready, acting on tii... principlea of
sacred and eterial obligation, to disayow, And
au far se mght bc practicable, te repair. But
in the plan of deaol&4tn« waidure whieli yonr
letter mo'explivtily ma"o k)1on, aad vhich la
attempted te be exonaed en a ple* se utterly
greundless, the. presidentporcelves a spirit of
deep-rooted hostility, which, 'without the evi-
dence of such tacts, hie conld not have believed
existed, or vould have been carried to sucli an
extremity.

For the reparation of inuries, of vhatever
nature they msy bc, flot sanciened by thé law
ot nations, which the. naval or militaiy forces
of either power may have conmmittedaant
the other, tuis gevemrnent vil alway b. read
te enter inte reciprocal arhngementS. It is
praumed that your government vil neither
expeot or Prôpes. any *hichi are Dot reciprocaL

13heuld, your goverment adhere te a system
Of deaelatieflsoontmssy te the views andpractice
et the Uiuted States, se, revolting te hunianity
and repugnant te the. sentiments and usages of
the eivilized 'world, whllst it viii. b. seen 'with
the deepest regret it muet and vili be met witli
a deterinination and constaliey bocoming a freg


