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it, " A maoral, sensible and well-Lred
s will not atfront me, and no other
can.”

Wo aro leterodox, Mr, MoDanagh
aays, on the subject of conversion and
in_our teaching upon tho privileges
of the unbaptized to pray. Iat usave,
We boliove man is fmf in tresparses
and in rins, that Lo la alienated from
God In heart wnd life, Wo Leliovo it
requlres divino powee to convert him.
That power {s exercised by tho agency
uf the Holy Bplrit through the gospel.

Conversion conslats in turnlug tho
wan—the whole man—with all the
cn+rgies of his being out of the service
of #ln Into tha servico of tho living Qod.

It is againat (atee theories of conver-
alon that wo have Jifted up our volee,
Against that theory, for Instance, with
which Me McDonagh is doubtless ac
quninted, of teaching tho sinner to lis
tan for strangs sounds and to look for
dreans, and visions, and trances, and

~ convalsions, or some other varlety of

physical or psychological phenomena,

It is for opposing such theorles of
conversion, which make void tho Word
of Uod, that we havo been accuecd by
auch as Mz, MoDonsgh of denying con-
version altogether, Wo deny tho falee
and opposs it because of ths great Jm.
poriance of the genuine,

Prayer wo Leliove is the blessed privi.
lege of every person. o believo in a
od who hears and who anawers prayer,
We believo that it bas its place, and is
not a subatituto for eomething else,
Everpthing in Its placo is our doctrine,

1t ia against the doctrine of teachlng
the aipner to pray instesd of ylelding
himse!? In obedienco to the Saviour that
weo object.  When & sinner knowa his
duty and will not do it, his prayers sro
not acceptable. Let the sinner do Ms
duty snd pray at every stop iz our
teaching.

I'suppose Mr. McDonagh will say,
bowerer, that we doa’t moan what we
say—that we aro keeping something
back, that we are deceiving the people,
etd, That is moat conveaient when he
has nothing elso to say. Tho Jewssaid
po’ . " So'meNuid. ho
1s & man : others sald, Nay, but
ho decsiveth the people.”

The following, on conversion, Is from
“QOur Position” by the late lasac
Errett. .Bro. Errett was & reprosenta.
tlve man among the Disciples. He
was editor for years of one of our most
infiuential papers. He wasan intimate
friend of James A. Garfield, and
proached his funeral sermon, Heasays:

“ Whila heartily recogniting the per.

.petual agency of the Holy Spirit in the
* . word of conversion—or, Lo use a broader

term, regeneration—we repudiate all
theories of spiritual operations and all
theories of tae Divine snd hunian na.
tures which logically rule out the Word
of God as the instrument of regeners.
tion and cqnveraion ; or which make
the sinner passive and helpless, regard.
ing regeneration as a miracle, and lead.
ing wen to seek the evidence of accept-
ance with God in supernatural tokens
or special revolations,” rather than in
the, definite and unchangeable teatf.
wounies and promises of the gospel. We
require assent to no theory of regeners-
tion, or of spiritual influences; but in.
sist that men sball hear, beliove, repent
snd oboy the gospel——assured that {f
wo are faithfal to God’s requiretaents
on the Auman side of things, he will
ever be true to himself and to ua in ac-
tomplishing what is needful on the
divine side. Our business is to preach
the gospel, and plead with sinuers to
be reconciled, to (lod; wsking God,
while wo plant and water, to give the
fncrease, We care little for the logic
of any theory of regeueration, if we
may but persuads sinners to beliove,
repont, aud obey.”

e following it from Alexander
Campbell on the question,  Has a sin.
ner a right to prayt” | -

t1{ no sinner bas the right to pray,
of course no man has the right, for all
men are sichers.  No sinner, however,
on his cwon right, or without a medialor,
can acceptably approach God, and have
» favorable audience in prayer. ‘' He
that comes to God,' in prayer, ‘must
first beliove that Uod exists,’ wnd is

proactable, and also ‘a rowarder of
:ﬂ shem who diligently seek Him’in

‘the appoluted way.”

The Lord taoght bis disciples to ask,
to seek, sud even to knock at the Door
of Meroy, with the asurance that it
abal) bo opened to them. Every man,

‘therclore, who bas heard the overturea

1 divine philanthropy, snd accredita
'm, is commanded to ask, to seek,
"even to kaock at the Door of

Divino Mcrcy, with tho assuranco that
It shall Lo opened to him, Is not this
an all sufliciont licenso!

Paul prayed before ho was baptized,
and wes not only hcard, but accepted
and answered, True, ho had In hia
licart tho purpese of consecrating him.
40lf 4 the JTord, which ho did at the
earlient opportunity. Thoss who know
not what they vhould do, and yet bo-
lieva In the perwon and mlasion of the
Iord Jeaus tho Christ, may as lawfully,
and with full allcgiance In their hearts,
ask tho Lord what thoy should do, as
Saul of Taraus did; sud doing this in
falth of the person and mfssion of Jesus
of Nazareth will, no doubt, bo anawerod,
and dirested in tho way which thay
should choosa, 1. J. Fowrsn,

April 7.

[Norr,-=This correspondence most
cloxo here in thoe Fres Press.— Ko |
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Tie Commission vs Denomina-
tionalism.—IL

T. I ANOWLKR.
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T'o meny, both in thoe religious and
non-religious world, denominationalism
i an ¢nigma ; & source of perplexity.
Ita human systems, crceds, namos,
aund practices, that contrast so widely
with the simpli¢ity sud unity of the
church fouuded on the day of Pente.
cost, wpou the one sublime truth and
article of faith, in the divine oreed,
* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God,” muet be apparent Lo
overy Lonest student of the New
Testament. Yet, to many, danlitless,
who bave sought to find the wimple
trath, and the exemplifioation of tho
roligion of Christ, in denominationsl.
fam ; ite marked ocontrast, and endleas
jargoa of party olaims, and moving
opinious, have boeen fruitful of wuch
confusion.

Bowe, yes wany, lLave given up
the search in Jdespair and -becoms
{ndifferent; or, doubtingly aaked,
“ What is truth,” and settled down in.
to infidelity. A lady, whom the writer
hed the pleasuro of seeing obey tbe
Lord, said: “I was anxious to be
saved onoe, but could not get religion
as others said they did, and gave up
tryiog after a while, and belisved that
they wero al! deceived. U have been
a skeptio for three yoars.” Dut, tos
keenly - observed, sand unbelieving
world, denominationalism presents a
rather unlovely wnd uninviting pie-
ture. It is received as & muass of dis-
cordaut sects, ambitious for self-
sggraudizement and parly ocreeds,
rather than for the salvation of the
wotld, avd the maintenance of “ the
unity of the spirit in the bonds of
pesce.” It is made, therefore, by
many, and not without reason, the
excuse for avowed akepticiam, snd
opén contempt, for the divine claims
of Christisrit>. Nor is it possible for
sectarisnism to clear itsalf of the re.
sponsibility of much of this nntagon-
ism to the gospel of Jesus Christ,
while it gives saoh abundant ocen
siona for the world to ask, as it does,
sgain, and agsin, * Whenes came all
this division aud discord, this marked
selfishnens, in the chureh, if Christian.
ity is a divive retigion ?'* “Or. why
are humsy creede made to voarp the
autbority of tho Bible, it it ia true, as
claimed by the church, that the Bible
is the Won! of God?" * And why
doss modern  denominationalism
assume the right to sit in the place of
the church of the New Testamens, and
apostolic, accordiug to jta claim, if the
church was established by him who
claimed to be the Christ, with all
power in heaven and on earth #" No
stdswer will satisty an honest mind, of
coutse, save that of divina authority.
And, Aere st 2 “ Now I beesech you,
brathron, through the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same things, and that there be no

divisions among yot ; bat that ye be

perfested tognther in the same mind
and in the same judgmeni” Por
whoreas thoro {3 among you jealonsy
and sirife, aro yo not carnal aud walk
aftor iho manner of mon? For whon
ono snilly, I am of Pawl ; aud anotlier,
Iam of Apollit; aroyo not men?

Thus wns denowintionnliso von-
damned, when at tho first, it began to
fake root in the chureh of Corlalli; and
tho divino judgment agaiust it hae
nevor been roversed,

Tho trond of deuominationalinn
Las ovor been in oppesition to tho
unity of tho clurch for which our
Ford vragod : * Tiiat thoy may all b
ono; evcn ag thou, Father, art in mo,
aod I in thov, that thoy also may be
inus.” For whilo this is tho carnest
prayor of tho loving Christ, the per.
sistent practice of scotarianiem e
division, and glory in party, CQlear it
is, tlat &t is not a tres of the Lord's
planting. And altbough its growth
has been vigorous, and it Las multi.
plied its denominational branches
tLat have borae bitter frnits, aaif to
fill the whole earth; the axe of
divine judgment je low at its root, for
“ovory plant,” says Obrist, * whicb
my heavenly Father planted not, shall
be rooted up.”

# Enmities, sirife, jealonsies, wratha,
factions, divisions, partics, envyings,”
aro s0me of its precious fruits, with
which it wonld attract the world, to
“ join the church!”

Do we wonder at the wide-spread
and increasing feelings in the churchos
that says : “Thou art weighed in the
balances and art found wanting,” and
that earneatly prays for the oloser
unity of God's people ?

The conscientions acosptance of the
open Bible by the peopls, in the
roformation, under BMartin Iather,
broke the arrogaut power of Popedom.
8o must the p.oud power of Cresddom
be supplanted by an honest return
aod submiesion to the Word of God
a3 sole arbiter and autbority in all
mattecs of faith and praotice, in the
kingdom of Chriat.

And, sarely, it is high time the pro-
fessed chureh shiould clear hersel!
{from the humilisting charge of incon.
sistency, with regard to her professed
reveronce for the Bible. What bools
it, that, while ahe olaims to hold the
grand truth uttered by Chillingworth,
% The Bible, I say, the Bible only, is
the religion of Protestants,” ke con-
tinues to ape the Ohiuroh of slome, in
bowing to ‘the sceptre of fallible,
human dogmes, instead of obeying the
infallible Word of God? And thus
she bas kept up a prodigious strife,
along denominationsal lines, in Ler
real to defend mere human opirnions
and to support denomiaationalisn, in-
stead of being * the pillar and ground
of the truth | »

Burely, this has given canes for re.
proach to the euemy and wade the
church a stumbling-bloek, to & large
degroe, instead of being & “light,” to
the world. Bat, that there iz no
mote Now Testament warrant for a
sect-divided Protestant church, than
for the Chureh of Rome; and that
both are slike cootrary to ths Spirit
and genius of the Goapel of Chriat, is
becoming more and moro apparent to
the religions world. \hat ever may
have been the apologiee in the past
for this prolific creed-crystallizing pro-
cess of osrtain buman opinious and
doctrines, Lhere is neither demand
nor ¢xeuss for this kind of denomina
tional work-shop any longer. We ars
nesring the end of the nineteenth
century, aud there is an evident and
growipg dislike for ils musty wares.
“ What & apectasly,” says T. DeWitt
Talmage, * we have in our dencmins
tions to day: commitlees trying to
pateh up an old omed made two or

——

throe hundred yoirs ago,- so that it
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will it on the niactcouth ocnfury,”
Thie Is & healthy sign that tiio minda
of mon are casting off the yoke of tho
erocd-rule,  Aud, waen the chiureh at
largo ahall abavdon this, and In feith
and practico nccopt tho sacred icrip.
tures, which are inspired of God, and
aro * profitable for teaching, for ro.
prool, for instraction which is in
rightcousncss, that the man of God
may Lo complato, furnished completely
uuto every good work,” it will have
taken a long step towards answoriug
our Lord's touching prayer for the
world'a ealvalion, *that thoe wotld
may beliove that thou dids't send mo,”

Uutil thon, denomiuationalism ¢an
give no adequate proof of eincoro
efforts for tho world’s salvation, an
louest submission to tho oxpressed
wiil of Christ, in that prayor.

Nay, it must bear the fearful ro-
spousibility of abetting the world's
unbelief, and ruin! Againet it may
ba pronounced tho awhn} words, ** The
voico of thy brother's blood crieth un
to me from the geonnd.”

Easter Thoughts.

Laster morning was so bright and
beautifull I was rovelling in the
golden sunshine and wondering if evor
thery had been & aformy or gloomy
Easter. 1 counld not remember one,
and it scomed so fitting that the day
on which we commemorate the rising
of our dear Saviour from the grave
shonld be gloriously, radiantly bright.
I was thinking of all these things, and
of the joy there was eightoen hundred
and ninely-two years sgo, aud of ile
peace that filled Mary's Leart on be-
holding the smils of her risen Lord—
that smile that le still beamiog iuto
avery oornsr of the Christian werld
to-day, warmiog and cheering the:
Learts of the weakest disciple. Easter
fs always such a glad thankful dap,
1 11t like speaking to somoone of the
gooduness of the Lord. It ier’; by any
means a forbidden subjeot at our
house, still I notice that conversa.
tion usvally Isgs when it {s intro.
duced. We are full believers, some of
us even professing Christisns, but
alas! as the little boy said of his
father, we are (lristians, but we
“don't work much at it” We have
s oxcellent theoretical religion, but
little in it for practioal, every-day use.
And to my mind, we, who are ohilly
Christians, withont s spark of heavenly
fire in our heatts, following Christ so
far off that peopls do not know which
side wa are on or else dishonoring our
Saviour by professing on Sunday what
we are not prepared o earry out on
Monday, do more harm to the cause
of Christ than those who openly avow
themselves on the opposite side.

8o I was not much in the habit of
talking of these things, though often I
bad serious thonghts, and 1did loug
for more ¢arnestness of purpose, more
abiding in Christ. And this morning
I felt o0 much like sharing with soma-
body the gladness in my Leart, and
God never sends the desire without
the opportunity.

With these thoughts in my mind 1
wont to the kitchen on an errand and
there encoantered the little boy-olaall.
work who is euch a plessant little
follow that I usually stop to sow & fow
steds in his uncultivated mind and
give him something to think about.
He had just come in, and knowiog my
aversion to high winds remarked,
“This is & lovely morning, s0 much
warmer,” with spocial emphasis on the
first and last words, and in a tone that
gave me plainly to understand that an
apprecistive wmile was expected for
the information. I lelt like giving
him more than & smile. It just Atted

in with my thoughts about the beaaty
of the Esater morn, and I wished 8o

much for conrago to toll this poor
ignorant boy the beautiful story of his
Savioar and wmine which reaclied suck

a glorioua covsummation on that
Lnster Jong ago.

But tho Lall door stood open aud
Dora etood iu it, aud Dora las not
much faith in anybody's goodness
generally, and mine iu particular
(though it eame to mo that morning
that eurely this was mwore my fault
than Dora's), so I Liesitated and folt
that the desire and opportunity wero
fnst elipping away, Thou tho childish
voico broke tho silonce again; * per-
haps it is becauso Jesus rose from the
dead on Eastor moring that it's such
s beautiful day,” Lo said inquiringly, *

E tell you, friouds, I folt ashamed.
Hero was this poor cluid who attended
Bunday achool and tricd so hard to
mastor tlie Roman nawcrals and pro-
vounco tho loug Bible names that ho
might find and read the verses liwsolf,
actually eaying to me what I, twice
his ago and a professing Christian,
could not get courago to say to him.
I felt rebuked and Lumbled, Iere
was & loart, not only willivg to re-
ccive, but longing for the truth, inquir-
ing for that aweet, old, ovor now story
of Jesus and Lis love, and 1 had been
dumb, ‘Twas not that I was ashamed:
of my Baviour, but it seemed suck -
cross to confoes bim, even bofore ¢
cbild, and then I koew I did not IFt
bis love shine out in my life es.I
shonld,

I looked back over my life sud
thought of tbe many times ' bad
longed for s word of help suii en.
couragement from some fellow- yliyrim,
und the hanger of my heatt’ad not
been satisfled. I thought of t)ie many
who bad talked to me of this and that
snd the other, and the fers who had
evon spoken to me of that illimport.
ant theme—my soul's: 19ivation. I
Lave often longed for s;opathy and
help in my Cheistian I'fs from those
from whom I had a riga; to expect it,
but in vain, And the-ery goes forth
to-day from s heart fnat has needsd
belp. *“Oh! why Co not Christians
spoak freely one ta another ?” not
only in church ané. prayer-meeting
bat daily, hourly in the kitchen and
in the drawing-roomn. Why do not
wo, who are all jouriuying toward the
same oity, compare ucles Ly the way,
and refresh ourselvea and others witk
words of praise rud thaokegiving,
lending & Liand to a weaker brother
and eatohing the out-sitetched hand of
& stronger ono? Aud oh!| why are
there uot more outstreichvd Lands ?
moro lips that are daily witnesses for
Christ? Why dou't tL¢-redeemed of
the Lord say 80 ?

Tho opportubities ot life are feet
passing by. May you.and I more
earnestly endeavor to iciprove them.
Not only tell poor starving _earts of
the falness of Christ's }ive, but help
aund cheer those already s'azted on the
way, those who walk side by side with
vs yearning for our sympathy. Let
uy resolve to withold it no longer.
“ Theu they that feared the Lord
spake often one to anothot” (3alachi
il. 10), Rira,

Dr. T. A. Slocuta's

OXYQENIZED EMULSION of Pare
COD LIVER OIL. If you have .
Bronchitis—Use it. For sale by all
druggists. 85c, per bottle,

Books.

Don’t you want to read tome of the
good books that have been- written of
Iate Ly leading Disciplest Jend to us
for them and save yoursif fifteon per
cent, duty,

Evaxoxuist Pus.Co.
11 I‘iichmond 8l Wem,
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