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exhibit of the Christian Brothers feul
uinder the eyes of the Hon. Johin Eâton,
tHen Commissioner of Education for the
Ujnited States, w"bo requestedi its transfer
to the New Orleans Inidustrial anl . Cotton
Centennial Exposition which wsas to open
tlue oluigye'ar, (i 885). Th'e Brothers
were obliged to disappoint the hopes of
tie Amnericain Coimiissioner, but they
prepared another exhibit from the scbools
of the United States for the New Orle.ins
Cenitenialii. Nothing cotild ex\ceed the
astt iibmciint and deligbrt of the leading
Ainci ican ecîtcators in viewin-g the
extrziordinary sliowingp made by tliis
hithierto tînknown rel îgî (us body of
teaichers. 'l'lie jtîdges seemed unable to
gi.e a(leqtlat-2 expression to thecir aidmira-

tiOn. 'lie pr*ess %Vas almost extravagcant
iii its D)*ie r. Newell, President of
th?~ Site Normal Scbool of Maryland, w.as
alpr)inited to write a speciail report of the
Birotliers' Exhi bit for t he Educational
Congress that wvas to le convenud ait
Saratoga a fewv nontbis I,-.ter. 'l'lie Ncv
Orlean is LDaijv Pcaî'une Match i 9 tb, i85
in an article ou tlic Brothers display, tius
sî.eaks of tlie disciples of L~a SaIl and
thieir millhodls "'l'lie Brothers 'ire,
aimve «Ill things, systeim1tic, cle'.11 and
l)lain. TIhey desire not to crani, but to
expaiid the mmiid, imake it tlioroughly rec-ep-
tive, and pult thie pipil iu possession ûýf ilie
funidamientals, so thýat iu aftcr vears lie can
'hoc biis ow~n row'' "*tliour fear or anxiety as
to ot)llositiOlî (Wi couliletition. If the boy
is to bcm a civil engineer, lie is taken
steiO by sttel> ailun the diflicuit rond, and
is hieîd firmiy uinder direction and control
mntil hie feels and know's hinise-lf to be
eqîi<îtl to any task wiî in tie limits of bis
line. AndI so it is %vitb tbe bov who
(lesires 10 be nn rchitect, a lawyer, a
physician, a 1)00k kecper or a business

'ln.lie gyroui:d work of ail these
professions is laid broaid, and according
to inetbods of instruiction tbat are being
mole -îmnd more simliied every year.ý
MIr. 'DI'omazs WV. Bickneîl, Cliairmian of
the Conîiluciiie on Eduicaron, and flon).
Johin Hancock,) a mlemiber of the sanie
conîmittee, :nl their respective reports to
the Unitedi Suates Bureati of Uducatior,
also iade the most flattering references to
tbe Christian Brothers. At the close of
the Exhibition, the Judges made to the

Brothers, six(ty-seveni awards, aîong which
wvas the Granid 1)ipîoma of Honor, the
highest award for coll'etive exhibit.

But perbaî'ps, re.oyou will object
that ail this is ancienit history. This is
the century of p)rogress, and education
bas taken rapid strides since iSS5. No
doubt the B3rothers belon., to the century.

Thy ay even hiave occuipîed the front
ank iu the eigii ies, l)llt they don't

belorg to the iintes As you will -but
y'ou îniust admit, at least, that the Great
Columbian E"xj>ositioni opened ar Chicago
inl 1892, wvas tqp to date. 'l'le J)irectors
of the W orld's F~air inviteri the advocares
of ail education-il ;y'stenis to take part iin
thec Exhibition. The Chr-istian B3rothers,
confident iu the superiority of theïr
iiethioçls, resp mnlded with alacrity to this
invitatioil, and !>roîîptly prepared anl ex-
hîbît re))resenting not unly their institul-
tions of Atiiric'a-, but those of France,
England, Ireland, 13-elgiumii, Sp ain, and
even of tbe littie intipod-ý! Lie of
iMauritius. 'l'le advocates of the Public
School systein, on the contr.iry, seenicd
hîathi to enter intoi the comlpetition. Thev
fou lit sbv of the trial, and wh-en they (lid
place the fruits of their systeni on exhibi-
tion. tbey seemied animated by anl
excessive spirit of modest , in-ismutcb as
they trited to make their exhibit occupy as
little space as possible. And this remazrk
apl))ies not only to the iposties of the
Public School systeni in general, b~ut to
thie uphoiders of the Public School
systemi of Ontzirio iu liartictîlar, is
illay be easily slw>wîl by a single collpatii-
son. The display of the Catbolic Scbools
of Quebec covered anl areaz of 1,700

sqaefeet, While froîw nearly 5,900
Public Schbools iu Ontario, wvas sent the
paltry ag-gregatc Of -7 exhibits. And if
this wvere only the worst. But "'bat is
infinîtely miore hulitiilariing- is the faut that
after ail otîr loud-inouth ed boaistitig, oir
Public Schools 'vere niot nierely over-
sha,,do%%ed, but sîînply eclipsed b>' tlhose
inefficient schools tau&,ht accordingy to the
out-of*date systei of La Salle.

TEhe B3rothers, 1 say, feaiiessly placed on
exhibition the fruits of their înethods in
comipetition wvitl the world at tllis Colum-
bian Exposition, and neyer did the systeml
of La S.ýalle score a greater victory than
that wvon at Chicago in the full blaze of


