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live in a union begotten of a mutual
intcres;t in eachi other's welI-being.
1In this hie xvas Catholie, for the rea-
son that the church bias ever been,
and is to-day, engfaged in efforts to
maintain that spirit of g-ood-*will
which should exist betwecn the
rulers and the ruled.

Burke was the avowecl enemiy of
the slave tracle; so xvas the Catholie
church. His efforts in bebiaif of the
oppressed people in 1lreland, Amnerica
anci Inclia shall ever stamip himi as a
man imibued with the ' Do unto
others as you would they shoulci do
unto you ' spirit; a man lil)eral andl
ju-3t in bis respect foi- thne rights of
bis fellowmien. From ,he pagtces of
his speeches macle i-t varîous tîmiesc
in the aclvocacy of rJ-forms in those
countries, can be clrawn principle
after principle that is Catholic; but
more esIX2cially when his attitude
towards the ili-treateci Irish Catholies
is conisidlered is the Catholicity of his
principles most clearly sbown. Iii
this matter hie seenis to have paved
the wvay for the great O'Connell, who,
difficuit: as lie found bis task, woulcl
no doubt: bave founci it more so had
flot Edmnund Burke taugcht the Eng-
lish Gommnons lessons on the prin-
ciples of' tolIeranice, the effccts of
which remained until the days of the
emiancipation struggyle and are even
apparent to-day. 1 do flot w; sh to
detract fromn the great w%,ork of
O'Coninell iii the battle for Catholic
emiancipation-no, ail honor to hiiim-
but 1 believe that Burke's speeches
exerted no small influence in mould-
ing public opinion during the thirty
odcl years that intervened between
their author's death and the passage
of the Emancipation Bill.

WThat I have written if it serves
to prove that Catholic priniciple--s ex-
ist in Burke's writings-iand 1 rnay
say, too, in bis actions-comple tes
my task. Before concluding, kow-

ever, I would give the words of one
who is, perhaps, the miost Crniifient
Catbolic writer of the present dav:
the Rev. Dr. Barry who, in a recenlt
article, bias the followving apprecia-
tion of thecgreat statesmian: Burk&cs
clefence of the Christian state against
the jacobins, though it fell into ex-
agg(eration, stili rern-ains aniongr tho)Se
iniortal pages on which we should
bc well content to see the ilip2,iila-
li-rof our wisest theologians." Thlis
in itself is sufficient: to convince uis
that there is no laclc of catholicity iii
the writîngs of the gyreat statesmian.

111 the openingy lnes of thîs article 1
saici that: it was nôt mny purpose to
spealc of Burke's religion; nor was it,
but I cannot refrain fromi remiark-
ingy that the niind of. this man
w7hile it miay flot have been Catholic
talcen in the restricted religieus
sense, stili it seenms to have been
mainly so in the views hie held on
tradition and authority ; and 1 miake
bolci to assert that a perusal of biis
works cannot fail to bear mie out in
this statement. It could hardly 1bc
otherwise or we would flot have
such gems of Catholic thought in
bis writings. Nor can we be sur-
prised at findingr such a Cathohie
tone in the man when we considcr
the surroundings in which Burlkc
found hirnself duringy bis youthi.
Catholic blood tingled throughi lis
veins and he passed the best days of
bis early life at tbe home of hiis
Cath olic gyrand-parents. H is sojoun,
however short, at the Englishi
Catholic Collegre of St. Orner, and
besf of. aIl the care of --i Catholic
mother together with the coimpa;-
nionship of a Catholic wife, seemi t
have exertecl no sniall influenice iii
clirecting the nîind of this great ma'il.
I n any case lie seemis to have exe--
plifiec imost forcibly Pope's uine that:

As the twig is bent, the tree' s in-
clinied."

JAMEs E. McGLADE, '01.

1

374


