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nies of South Africa have
been prominently brought
before the public. Many
Europeans were attracted
to the diamond fields with
the hope of amassing a
fortune, and the recent
}Zar of the English against the Boers and
Uh}s has also contributed to draw the at-
S0tion of the rest of the world to those
Stant countries.
€agricultural and mineral wealth of the
Onies, the ferocious obstinacy of the
ves, and mighty powers of endurance
tlfe the descendants of the old Dutch set-
in 'S. Little however was written concera-
€ another question not at all unimpor-—
i:nt\that of the christianizing and civiliz-
t lg of the different branches of the Kaffir
fo ¢ living there.  These natives dwell
the the most part in tbe interior whither
in ¥ were gradually driven by force, leav-
the coast region to the new comers,

th

€ raders and miners. Each branch of
th: Ratives is known by a differf:nt name ;
Bag Mmost known being the Zulus and
(r Utos.  They are found in all the dif-
absnt colonies of the Cape, but they

Und more in Basutoland and in what
aras fOrmerly known as Zululand. They
& modifiéd type of the negro, and

2
n:)e of good bodily appearance and do
tlack in i, When the English had

sLll:)dued the warring chiefs and pacified
chUrOTganized the country, the Wesleyan
"ibec attempted to evangelize these
Caths’ but _with little or no success.
abe olic missionaries were sent thither
t ¢ same time. The Oblate Fathers

In Natal in 1851, under the lead-
of Bishop Allard, who had been
o ted Vicar Apostolic of the Natal
“mitny' Their field of labor was not to be
b eed to the newly established colonies,
prudé‘terlded as far inland as they could
s Otly  venture. Violent opposition
"eve OffEFEd_ to all white intruders ; and
perien“OW In_spite of the reverses ex-
in yg.0¢d at intervals since the conquest
giv n4 » the various Kaffir tribes have not
YD all hope of regaining their inde-

lag e'?"-ce. The missionaries were at first
“Cony; Upon with distrust, but they soon
NCed the natives that their errand

One of peace and love. However no
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Much has been said of

AMONGST THE BASUTOS.

conversions, or very few, followed for
many years. Though living on terms ot
intimacy with some of the chiefs, the
Fathers could not induce them to become
converts to the true faith. Many a weary
journey inland was made over swampy
roads, across high mountains and swollen
torrents at the risk of life, only to return
disconsolate. It was difficult to tell what
was the principal obstacle to the con-
version of the natives.  Was it their evil
habits, prominent among which is that of
polygamy ? was it their nigh total igno-
rance of God, or was it the restlessness in
which they lived since the conquest, and
their readiness to rally around some
favorite chief, in order to shake off the
yoke of foreign domination? All these
together were sufficient to explain the
barrenness of the missionaries labors. The
Fathers were finally inspired to give all
their care to the education of the rising
generation; and here their efforts met
with marked success. Some zealous nuns,
filled with the spirit of sacrifice, came
from Europe and aided the Oblates in the
work of education. Schools were esta-
blished in every mission and these were
speedily filled with native children. In
some centres such as Pietermaritzburg,
d’Urban, Roma, Pretoria, etc., the number
of young neophytes is very encouraging,
They learn very easily, display in general
good natural abilities, while their fervor
emulates that of the Christians of the pri-
mitive church. These children frequently
become a means of converting their
parents, and it is - wonderful to watch the
change that gradually comes over those
obstinate pagans. They all display a great
love for the Catholic religion, they are
charmed by its ceremonies and they res-
pect and love the Fathers and nuns,
There are now three Apostolic Vicariates :
that of Natal, that of the Orange River
Free State and that of the Transvaal,
Bishop Jolivet, who was consecrated in
1874, and replaced Bishop Allard, is at
Natal, Bishop Gaughran, consecrated in
1886, Is Vicar Apostolic in the Free State,
while Father Monginoux is Apostolic Pre
fect of the Transvaal. They are ably
seconded by about sixty Oblate Fathers
and brothers from France and Ireland,
and by a good number of nuns as teachers,



