
TIMX UNION AS IT Arr£'CTS LOWIMt CAINAfA.

nny 5ort, and every wim- naîtable of exertiug
any real palitîcilt iutflence in Ille Pro Ince, It
reimains tor -omne lime a tuer(, cviphcr, pue %crlcss
as a chck uilon official abii-c, but icîee olis,
becase an eûi'ctii.tl chîeck ipon ci.crl, attenilpt
nt legi-latlve innovatifon. Them great ila3aity
ut its ilnemîbers are ncreýý:anll ofte Ui anguage
anigin et the great iijorityo!' tlic peopîle;
bharer:s, ot caiirec, in ait ilicir natutral prepus-

sesosin fiaveur otf e\h n,iti*ions, ne
a1îposcdl ta thws~e wiih every British si'tttCi'
iiîist as natiirully ilesire ta intraîhtice iin plaice et
tlic.11. %liat part cotmtt zect a. btiuly plaY, but

ot the Crowî ivîthin flic Calen' continue wmth
t'en' ex~ceptions, as in the cartiest period atter
the conqiîest, in the bannds et' iniivilîîas >Ctect-
<'il ft'ric h smnall iinority of' ]3ritislî engin;
and thie 1101% Cotîncits, lExccîtive and Legribla-
tive, are bath forined, atwist ns exctixsîvcty,
train tlie rank-s et tht'se ùIliciais. WVtat but
coltision, sooner or laten, coulîl possibty resuît
frain a, state et things at its cmenecement se
naîspicifiis?

As years passcd on, the Asseûmbly gradualty
began te wasert its lboivers; the ininority et
Britisht origîn aitong its tientbers, at the sarne
time ainostas gradmiully growing lcss and tcss.
The Coiinci ls hy very slawv iegrees becaine a
tittle iess excltisively officialimn their composi-
tion; whle the officiai bodlv recetved saine
fîîrthen accessions frein tainan the eider French
Canadian fainîîles, without, howevcr, al, al
losiug, citîmer fer itsett or for the Couricils, flic
charmîcten et generat excliisivcness as regarded
French Canaulians, îvhich if liad orignaty.-
A more Important change was iieanwhite
qietly gain- on imeug the comiinityi:t large,
thoiigh s* i! se slowly as for a nîmben et ycars,
te excite notliing tike generai attention. Que
imirneiliate effeet et the conquest had been ta
thrawv tlic commerce et the couîntry into the
bands et Blritish merchants; restdent in Quebec
and Montreal; and as a necessary consequence,
rnany et their countryiieîî were before long led
te setule in eue part or oiller et the Province,-
the citles naturaliy drawiug te themisolves a
large proportien et their numnher. The neigh-
bonring States aise tiîrnished their fui quota ef
immigrant.,, înost et theni agricultural settlcrs,
tempted by the new lands ef the Eastern to%'n-
flips. These causes cauld nlot but matcrially
affect the relative proportions of the French

and English trcs in the Colonyý, and thui3 a
ii.ed Angflo.Canndian population, of Britiesh,

1IrWi and Amecricat extraction, roso silcntly but
stcadily int ,,nobserved imaportance.

Chîange, tikec these could have but one ten-
dlency. Two quarraIs ivere inevtable; the
finit in order of timec, a quarrcl for political
asccndancy on ttîe part et the Assembly, %vith,
the olfiviai body, and by nccessary conticquenco
wvîth the Comîncilis, and %wîth the Executive,-
Whîclî Iîwst n time fir.,t instance took part
with Iheîm; the ticcond, a struggle for essen-
liai chatnýeesî flic lav afftheland, between the
new population anid flic oid, the one anxious te
mnake the resoiîrces of the ;ountry mote avait-
ale ta jtS own cnterprîý.e, the otimer clinging
%viîl excusablc tenacity to its oivn usages, and
soon extendingy ils jealoîîsy and dislike0 of inno-
vation ta the innoi'ators themselves. Neither
quarre!, hîns it stood atone, could have resulted
as the two together actmîally have donc. Eaehi
malle the other ivorse. The political strugglo
served ta lengtlicn and enibitter, w~hile itmask-
cil, the war et' race,--a war iwhich otherwise
wotd umiost hhkely have becu qtictly over, long
before ttîis finie; and this national dispute in
turu exercised the saule untowvard influence on
the politicai. The As.sembly, commencing
s%'îth the most îînexceptionabte demands, and
oîecetiug trami thme officiai party an opposition as
obstinate as it wvas uinjustifiable and impelitic,
gaineil eue advautage afier another, after delays;
mn cach case that served ta tender its leaders
înecabingly discontented, and yet just fast
enougfh t0 k'cep alive their hopcs, and stimulate
theni perpetu"illy ta urge upon the Goveraruent
the f:estî demands which their growwgc discoti-
tout suggestedl. The population ef British
extraction, influeuced at first more by its polit-
Icat sympathies wmth the representatives ef the
people, than by the tics of' language and enigin
botwveen it and the officiai body, transterred its
prefLerences, as the French Canadian leanicgs
et the Asseinbly becaîne trom timie to time
more evident. An opportunity thus offèred
for the Councîl party, to protess itself the cham-
pion ef British, as opposed ta French Canadi=m
interests ; ancl, %with little or no real confilence
betwvecn the parties, an aliance betiveen tbem,
secmingly ef the most intimate description,
was the consequence. But eue thing more
wvas wantiug te complete the confusion ane
bring thiugs teccrisis. The home Goverument,


