
He it is that shall tread down our euemies.-Ps. CViii. i3.

niercy aüd peace, wbispering that God has found His
rest in jestis, and our confidence niust be lu believing
this and entering into "lFis rest ;" but to those wvbo
harden their biearts and turn away, it conies in warn-
iiîg-l V'et once more I shake not the earth only, but
also the heaven." (Heb. 12 : 26.) Truly, for the un-
believer and disobedieut, it wvilI be "la fearful thing to
fali into the bauds of the living God." (Heb. 10o: 3 1).

[For OUR MISSION.]

The Worl<I's liatred.-
John 12 : 10, 11.

Bv AîLv. SANDHAIN.

If we turu to James 4: 4 we read:
IKnow ye flot that the friendship of the wvorld is

enimity with God ? wbosoever, therefore, wvill be a friend
of the world is the eueniy of God."

%e are not to understand from this, that a friend
of God will be an enemy toi his fellow mari, but that
he will bc au enemy to that principle of sin wvhich
is lu God's word spoken of as "Ithe wvorld."

Iu the first part of the 12th chapter of John we
read of the supper at Bethauy, ou wvhich occasion
Lazarus is introduced as a guest,* eating witb and
enjoying communion with bis Life-giving Master.
But verses i o, i i presents another scene--for we are
cailed to view Lazarus tbcehated one. Why? Lazarus

- doure nothing to menit it. Those secret conclaves
_d by the priests, wcre not to consider acts of out-

rage committed by himn. HIe has spoken no words
derogatory of the ritual of the Jcwish Churcli. Then
ivhy want to put Lazarus to death ? Lazarus is no
stranger iu I3ethany. Hie has becu resident there for,
many years. Doubtless it was his native town. He
had flot livcd the life of an ascetic. Tbe synagogue
has often been repaired to by him aud bis sisters.
Hie bas lived so as to win tbe respect of many living
iii tbe town, and even of Jerusalcm. (John i i : 18, 19.)
Then wvby tbis suddeu desire to put him to dcatb ?

Let us take a fev wvords of testimouy fromn God's
Word on this point:

"Nowv Jesus loved M\-artba, and lier sister, and Lazairus."1
"Then said tbe Jewvs, Behold, how He loved him."-John

11: 5, 36.
This is wbat wvc may cail the starting point. Jesus

loved Lazarus. But Jesus loves ail men. Hie is full
of love. There înust, therefore, be something cIsc iu
quest ton. Lazarus also lovedjesus. In other wvords,
lie was a Christiau-a witness for Christ. Now wve
read the following verses:

"But the chief priests consulted tbat they might put

*No-rs.-:/ very striking 1'ne or thought is presented in connection
with the Divine record concerning Lazarite. He is mnentioned only- as
Dead-Risen-Sented in communion wjth the Manster. and H-atcd because
of tht work wrouRht in Min. Do we flot here find the Christian expert.
Cc pourtraycd. Reineniet that the naine Lazarus means " oa is m

help," in other words of himscîf. man Is " helpîess." So ail our lite, coin-I
munion and tesimmony, which icads to the worid's hatred, cornes fromj
another. Wec art Ilhelpless.,

Lazarus also to deatb ; Because that by reason of 1dim
înany of tlîe Jevs wvent a'vay, and believeci on Jesus."-
John 12: Io, i i.

Until Lazarus becamie a living epistle, known and
read of many Jews-until he becamne a living mionu-
nient-a proof of tbe powerofJesus-adaily testini -
that Jesus wvas in -deed the Mýessiah. the Priests paiu
no ýattention to bum. So long as hie paid his titbes,
attended the Temple worship, paid them the proper
respect, Lazarus knew nothing of liatred froni tbemn;
but the very moment lie becanie as it wvere a second
Jobhn thec Baptist-became a finger-post, pointiug to
tbe Lamb of God-becamne a living voice, saying,
Behiold tbe Resurrection, the Life, the Way-that
moment bie became an object of biatred, a target at
ivhicbi tbe world began to lire. But observe, it was
not batrcd to Lazarus as a ;;zan. H-e is tbe
saîne Lazarus now as before, so far as tbe man is con-
cerned. Wbat tbey liated was tbe :zew nian-Christ
iu bum. See wbat Jesus says on this point:

"lThe world cannot hate you ; but Mve it hatetb, be-
I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. "- -Jobn 7: 7.

'['bie hatred of tbe wvorld agairist Christ is because
He testifies against it. Now, a mari who is uncon-
vertcd certainly could not bear tcstimony against the
world, for bie wvould tbereby condemui bimsclf.

IlIf ye wvere of the world, the wvorld wvould love bis
own : but because ye are not of the %vorld, but 1 have
chosen you out of the 'vorld, tbereforc the world batetb
you'-Jobn 15 : 19.

So, then, wve bave prescnted very clearly the fact that
tbe wvorld does not bate hue mn;. It biates the C'hrist
iu the mari. It hates Jesus wbom the mari represents.
Tbcre is wrapped up in this a truth ivhicb it is
wvell for every Christian, and especially young Christ-
lans, to bear in mi d. H-ow often are young couverts
staggercd at tbe fact that men wbo once professed.
frieudsbip, are nowv enemies. Men wvho were once
auxious to meet witb theni, now avoid theri. WVeil; this
is buman nature. I arn quite sure I should not be
desirous of receiving visits from a nian . whose
very presence was a reminder to me of sonie excced-
iugly disagreeable circumstance. Antd just so is it with
a truc followcr of jesus. I-lis very presence reminds
an unconverted man of bis owu lack of a saving
knowledge of Christ. Mmnd, wve are speaking of a
genuine follower of Christ-one wbo has, like Lazarus,
expericnced tbe presence of Jesus as aquickcning power
-a life-giving power. There are men who profess to
be Cbrist's, and yet wbo are mucb sought after by tbe
world. But rest assurcd, wvheu you sec a professiug
Christian, who tbinks be has found out how to
keep tbe world, the tbings of the world, and the
fricudsbip of the world-one who cari freely mix witb
the people of the world, fiud dclight in its socicty,
takes bis frieuds and companions out 0f it-you have
fouud, it may be, a professur, but Scripturc says you
may doubt his being a posseszoi. The friendsbip of
the world means eumity to Goe To he a Christian
means to be a wituess against the wrirld ; and criniinals


