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{4 1~ a pity that there \houk‘ not appear in the ostimates an
apyt pnation for subsidizing a line of steamers to the YWest
In-te.~ for the encouragement of uch commerce would have
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the anloubted effect of increasing the export of lumber and

we - len goodds to the Blands The reasan given by Sir Chas.,
Tuy g ot for delay was that it would be premature and jromibly
injatenis 10 take any auiion in the matter untit the peading ne
gt iR with Spain are compl{lcd, as he hoped would short
iy 1+ the case. We truct thatdy nest year uch satisfactory
comanercial treaties will have been conclusded with Spain and
je~wibly with France, as to open up new channels of trade
f.r (he Canadian lumber intercqt, and at the same time that
th. -intacle to establishing a linc of steamers to the West

Indies may be removed, .
L ]

Tue decision of the Suprcn:c Court of Canada in the case
of the St. Catharines Milling and Lumber Company is one of
conaderable intereste It will bé remembered that the com.
pany obtained from the Dominion’ Government timber land in
the «hsputed territory of Canada, the Canada authonties claim-
1y to deal with the property because they had acquired the
In-han title. The Ontario courts, haveupheld the right of the
Province and now by a majority of four to two judges, the
sapreme Court, the highest tribunal in the Dominion, has
cmtiemed their judgment, maintaining that the Indian title
is only extinguished not acquired and that the Pravince, not
the Dominion, represents the Crown and enjoys its rights, Tt
~ aid, and is probably true, that the case will be taken to
the Judicial Committee of the Imperial Privy Council.  This
is the last resort and must settle the question definitely and
finally. Thusan end must soon be put to a state of uncertain-
4y from disputed title that has been very inconvenient to the
lumbermen of Northwestern Ontario.
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PROTECTION, COMMERCIAL UNION, OR LIM-
ITED REGIPROGITY, WHICH ?

Tuexe has arisen lately considerable discussion as regards
commercial relations between Canada and the United States.
Saome are advocating absolute commercial union between the
two countries with no custom houses on the international
boundary, and the same tariff as against the rest of the world.
Some on the other hand would maintain, and even push still
further, the policy adopted both at Ottawa and Washington
of protecting home producli:; against foreign competition
even between the two countriegd  The advocates of both plans
are doing their utmost to advance their viewsand gain converts
to their opinions.  And hetwéen the two extremes there are
many who without going the length of unrestricted commercial
interchange between the two ‘countries, would be glad to see
syme of the restrictions removed and mutual _rade fostered
and encouraged.  With the object of ascertaining the views of
<he lumber trade on this important issue, & representative of
this journal has “uring the past month, interviewed a number of
cepresentative lumbermen in Ontario.  The original intentton
was to publish the substance of each interview scparately, but
after inspecting our note book it was found that the opinion of
one was in reality the opinign of all, therefore it only becomes
nzcessary to set forth the vieyvs as expressed in a gencral way,
From among the wholesale fumlmmcn of Toronto an expres-
<on of opinion was given by;the following well-known gentle-
m:n: Messts. J. M. Dotlar, manager Ontario Lumber Co. 3
Tennant & Co, ; F. N. Teanant ; A. 11. Campbell, of A. H.
Campbell & Co. 3 William Xerr, of Christic, Kerr & Co.; Mr.
Wilimott, of Willmott X gMclntosh; Mr. Scolt, of Scott,
Scott & Co. 3 Mr. Donagh, of Donagh & Oliver ; Mr. Ifar-
greaves, of Hargreaves & Co. 3 Frank Thorpe ; Mr. McCraney,
of McCraney & McCool, and Wm. Leak. In Hamilton we
called upon Messrs. Flatt & Bradley ; R. Cruickshank ;5 Robt.
Thomson and Patterson Bros. \When we say that every
member of the trade visited expressed himself in favor of com.
wercial union, we mean that they were unanimous in the opin-
tun that from a lumbermad’s standpoint such a treaty would
e of incalculable advagtage to the trade in general. The
vews as expressed on tis question can be summed up ina
few words. The rapid destruction of United States forests has
made it nesessary for Afpericans to look to Canadx for a large
percentage of their lumikr.  The production in this country is
«ven now much larger 8han the home market requires, and
naturally enough we turn our attention to the most contiguous
vutside market. This rxxiarkct is foundin the Eastern States.
Under the present protegtive tariff there is an import duty of
S2 per thousand on $manufactured lumber going into
the United States, and] an edport duty of $2 per thousand
feet on pine logs.  This import duty, it is claimed, comes
-t of the pockets ré)f the Canadian manufacturers, for
the reason that §Canqidian  shippers are compelled to lay
Jown their lumber off the other side as cheap as the same
claxs article can Jbe gbtained at Tonawanda or any other
point.  If both the imi ort and export duties were ramoved it
is but natural to conchfle that a much larger and mare profit-

t

©able market would be opened oty an advantage ahe o the
- American as well asthe Cgnadian,

Such an arsangement weouhd
at oace enhance the val@e of timber lands, and would mduce
capitabints from both wdés of the hne 1 make hewy mest
ments, It would, ta o @eat atent at least, oo anay with the
export of aw logs, as it gould Ix found far more protcable to
Lringg the aw anll o the umbet than the umbrer 0 the saw
mill. Now nulls would spring wp caprdiy, and acansan
ploynient would be foundfor thewands of men whs are com-
pelled to seek work elsewBere, anid in a word it would give an
incentive to the tmber Jsiness of Canada such as has yet
never been realized, Ungler a commerctal treaty such as s
here referred to the probability v that Manitoba and the
Noarthwest would be larggly supplicd from Minneapolis and
ather contignous points 3 the Western peninsula of Ontario
fronv Michigan s and the c.j\lcrn marhets from Ontario, Quebec
and the other eastern Provinces.  Then alvo would be found o
ready market for our course lutuber and mill culls, which at
the present time ace a drug on the market, as awing to the
import duty it is impossible to profitably <hip them abroad.
The opinion seems to be general that such a step would net
materially, if at all, affect the present price of lumber. It
might have a tendency towards slightly higher rates, but not
enough to influence the magket to any extent.

Till the year 1867 there had been in force ~ince 1854 a
treaty establishing limited réciprocity hetween Canada and the
United States.  But this armpgement was then terminated by
our neighbors for reasons which they deemed sufficient. Under
this reciprocity as it then existed there were no \Juties but
frcedom of interchange between the two countries as regards
the products of the forests, the fanm, the fisheries and the mine—
the raw materials as they may be called for the food, the
clothing and the habitations of the people.  While we do not
assume to voice the whole lur'?bcr trade of Canada, from what
we can learn from those with. whom we have conversed, the
conclusion arrived at is that & treaty similar 1n every respect
to the one just referred to, is all that is really required by the
lumbermen of this country, as we have been repeatedly ine
formed that the trade was never so prosperous as during the
existence of the old treaty.  The advocates of the protection
of native industries and the advocates of & zollvercin, however
much they differ, may unite in accepting a return to reciprocity
as it exjsted from 1854 to 1863. Many in both countries are
in favor of such interchange o{ procduce and would gladly e
it revived whether it went further or not.  To the lumbermen
it would be of as much advantage as unrestricted commercial
union ; removing the duties ot what they export to the other
side of the linc and the dutick they have to pay on any food,
such as pork for instance, that they import.  Such linuted re-
ciprocity might be adopted without difficulty or muck delay.
Indeed the Canadian statute l;pok already contains & measure
authorizing the esccutive to adopt it.  One objection made to
‘‘commercial union” docs not apply to this more limited ar-
rangement, for both countries fmport little of such goodaeneept
from each other and may easily make them free of duty, ~o
that the question of Canada di§criminnting against the mother
country is not involved. Neither would the other ditiiculty
arise as to the equitable divisios] of the custom receipts hetween
the two countries.  In fact thete is no serious obstacle in the
way of a speedy return to a lingited reciprocity, while on the
other hand there are strong lllﬁniers to surmount hefore the
people of cither country will ca¥e to express themsclves favor-
ably on the question of commc:i;i:\l union.

BUSINESS WNOTICES.

One of the neatest machine tcatalogues issued this year is
that of the Tanite Company, St';oudsburg, Pa., descrilung ats
specialties in Emery wheels, grinding machinery, gummers, X¢.

Ve have received from Messrg. Bultterworth & Lowe, Grand
Rapids, Mich., their new cataldgue of cars for logging rvads.
It is a ncat production and notjonly contains descriptions and
lustrations of all the latest productions in logging cars, but
also some valuable tables, rule§, data, etc., which we have no
doubt will be of valuc to lumbdimen and others.  This cata-
logue will be cheerfully maile®to any of our readers who are
contemplating a purchase in this line.

Toronto branch of the Canadifn Rubber Company, we were
recently shown through the vagous departments of the Torontn
house, and was much inlcrcgul not only n the large and

Through the courtesy of .\héj. H. Walker. manager of the

varied stock of goods there shbun brtaloin the valuable in-
formation given us concernis Zhe eatensive proportions of this
business.  We were informedSthat the business done Jast year
by this company aggregatedy $2,000,000, whi'e employment
was given to nearly 1000 gperatives.  The Toronto branch
along, through the indefaugable efforts of the Co mpany s popu-
Tar manager, done a busincq.nf onc half million dollars.  \We

have pleasure in again dirgfting attention to the Company's
advt. on another page.
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We have much plewsure e directing attention to the an
nouncements made i s e of Tia Lo sng gvas by the
reprosentatine wholealeslamber s of Togonte Thes an
nouncement will nereast from menth to e ath untl we hope
to have 4 dasaned Tt df all o newly all the bochiog lumber
trmeon Canada, The detul trade wili sk tis new depart-
ment of special interest. e respectindly sehion trom the trade
w every part of C.m.ulalcnnl\ <smlar o thos conaunad 1n
this issue, and shall be plgased o o quoaia 5 promntly,

On another page will 1 found an advertsement from Mr.
James T, Milne, of VetetDorough, which appears for the st
tme in this tsue. This gentleman has commenced the manue
facture of Milue's U.smll.\i ng Steam Gang and Solid Wheel
Band Mil.  We have exafmined mudels and slrawings of this
new device in saw millingand cons it a valuable improve-
ment on anything of the Kind yet introduced  Tlas machine
has a substantial straight lolumn framie, contaimng the founda-
Lon, engine-power, saning teastance and oxciluating wove-
ment.  The sawing movement does away entirely with side
rods and slides, which not.only overcomes a great trouble and
capense, but alo increases dhe power and speed. Placing the
engine under the saw fraie is alwo a great ad.antage, in
giving steam and steam-ciphion to the ends of “troke, while
the sclfacting press rolls, taking thar  power from main
column under saw floor, apd the device for enthing, crooked
log~, are each of themselvds an improyvement on anything yet
introduced.  Mr. Milne is 4 practical millwright and draughts.
man, and the merits of h§ machine are worthy of his long
and practical experience.

EUROPEAN NOTES.

The subjeet of an cxcl\ang‘gc for the timber trade {3 again e
ceiving considerable a(lcnlio? in Londen.

Glasgow trade s rcported\as being in a very unsatisfactory
condition. ** Nothing doing" is the report that meets one at
almost every turn. %

At at auction sale held fn Glasgow, on the 18th May,
Quebee deals realized the Tfollowing figures according to
Brown's Expert List: Qucb'pc 15t yellow deals—

12 ft, 7/10%3 3 11 d
12 ft. 7/tox 3 25 1%d
11 ft. 7/tox 3 as okd
10 fi. 7/fox 3 Is 11%d
9ft. 7/tox 3 I~ 9 d
9t f1%3 2s o%d
10f14 fu. Hx2 2v 1%d

On the same oceasion, Quebeg secoial yellow pine dealsten by
fourteen feet, six by two nche, brought une and four pence
half penny. °

The Enghsh import of hewn timber for May was 174,477
loads, as compared with 145041 loads for the corresponding
month of 1886, For the fivk months ending May 31st, the
“atistics gve 572,000 oads for 87 as compared with 489,819
loads for *86. Taking sawn’ tinber for May the increase is
«ill larger, the figures heing 3!5,723 loads, as compared with
221,083.  For the five months ending the 31stult, the returns
wve 655,855 loads, as compared with 499,825, an increase of
156,030 loads for 1887. Th:t: increase i ~awn tunber mainly
goes from Russia, Norway, apd Sweden, the former getting
the larger portion of the 'm(s."c:wc'. For the month of May,
staves show a larger importdtion: by 5,700 picces than in May
of the previous year, and for'the five months the large increase
of 9,642 picces must be credijed to them.  Mahogany, on the
other hand, is the only itemshowing a lessened quantity, the
importation being 3,815 tong for May, 1887, as against 4,431
for the previous year. Forlthe fve months ending the 31st
ult,, 19,835 tons have been rgeeived, as compared with 21,589
tons for 1886.

The Zimber Trades foursial speaking of London trade pros-
pects and other things, says. - While prices of the linited
wiantity of sale guods offered at the *“Baltic” cach suceeeding
week appear to be hardenfng, complaints of dull trade, or
rather 1.5 trade at all, ard certanly not dmunishung 3 but
tather on the wncrease, i that were possibler,  Now, how o
fit these two things together is the puzzle.  Nobody can point
tu a scarcity of any one cotpmodity, and give an illustration of
the stagnation un onc handl, and the sceming advance on the
uther, fur all, or nearly a'f, the gousds wld laat wedk enhibited
an improvement.  Can & lc the contmental drait on the
Baltic \tocks, or a colonial demand that has been uniler cover
uf the low freights restoripy the land? Fortunatdy, aceord-
ing tu Canadian reportsgthere s a st demand arising in
the Sowchiern States for Whitewood, and sprace of the higher
gradles is already bcginm’ng tes feel the cffects of this ancreased
demand, so that as it goes wut of cotswmption bare another
market may possibly I¥ found forar.  If it i any kind that
will sell here, R .shoulnt be the better class, which 1 alvo what
the “States™ are appagently eaquiring for.




