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TRUTIS.

an jusitrreotion and led out four thousand sicarii intv the
wilderness ? This Egyptian, nccurﬂin% to Josephus, was oue
who, in the reign of Nero, A.v. 33, collected a large number
of adherents, and predicted that tho walls of Jerusalemn
would fall down before him.  Felix made an attack upon his
followers, but tho Egyptian himsclf escaped, and now
Claudius imagines that this is the man who stands before him,
Paul told bim who he was, and asked permission to address
the people He stood on tho staire, whilst the multitude
were making a noito and surging below them. Beckoning
with his hand, they werc s.ient; and ho spoke to them in the
Hebrow tongue, ™ the very same spot Iaul’s Master was
persecuted—hence the memory teat (Jebn xv, 20).  He was
even now, then, bearing the watks of his Saviour's cross.

October 21, Morning.  Jsrari a7 Sivat  (Exed. xix.
1—11, 20—-25) ‘Ihe lsraddites came, three months after they
left Egypt, to Sinai, and camped before the Mount. The
probalulity is, that the place of their cncampment was the
plain Sabaiyeh, which stretches three or four miles before
Jebel-Mousa, the true Sivai, aud on which the whole of the
people, numbering two willions and a half, could stand and
acc the glory of God (** History of Moses,” p, 199). Mloses
weut up to God, who told him what Ile was aboutr .. The
Isracliten were now to hccome His chosen people by a new
covenant which He would make with them (ver. 3—6).
Moses: called for the clders, aud told them the words of
Jehovah, and at once they expressed their willinguces to obey
(ver 7, §), Alas! they did not know themselves. Hlany
promise obedience without reflecting on their natural in-
disposition to it.  Jehovah would come unto Moses in a thick
cloud ; the pesple were then told to sanctify themselves, to
waeh therr clother, and to be ready by the third day. God is
buly, uud ouly thore who are holy may approach Him., We
pass to ver. 20.  Johovah came down on the top of Sinai, and
an Lis comwand Moses went up to Him  Then ho received a
charge that the people should not draw near to gaze in vain
curivsity, lest they should perish. Then the priests were to
sanctify themselves by washings and anointings ; and bounds
were sct to tho mount, that only those whom God chose should
come ucar. Moses and Aaron were to go up, but the priests
and the people to stand aloof. We learn from other pessages
that the divine glory came from Paran, to the north of Sinai,
and that Jchovah was accompanied by thousands of angels
(Deunt. xxxiii. 2; Ps. Ixviii. 17; Acts vil. 3; ete.). At the
same time Moses was the one mediator between God and the
people (Gal, iii. 19), aud when the trumpet sounded Mosecs
spako or asked what God required, and God answered him by
& voice (ver, 10). ‘Lhe memory text is Gal. iii. 24, which tells
us that 1he law was our schoolmaster, or rather pedagogue, to
lead us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” By the
works of the Jaw we camnot be justified, but the Jaw reveals
to us vur weakness, and then we go to Christ and are saved
by faith in Bim.

Aftarnoon.  PavL AND THE BIGoTED JEWS, (Acts xxil.
1—3, 17—3C.) The apostle began his defence in the most
contteous manner. Hespake in Hebrew, to which they were
the most partial as iv was their native tongue.  He told them
who he was—a Jew of Tarsus; how he was brought up, at
the fect of Gamaliel. one of their own celebrated teachers on
Jesus, and how zealous he was toward God, for the Jaw—a
persccutor of the Christians  (Ver. 516 relate the circum-
stances of his conversion. Ver. 17 brings him again to
Jetusalem after that cvent, ch, ix. 14). IHere, as he was
praying in the temple, he fell into a trance, or ecstasy, as
the word means, similar to that named in 2 Cor. xii. 2, but
sot the rawe. In this trance the Lord told him to leave
Jetusalem, to which he replied that the people knew how
xealuus he had been against Christ, which, contrasted with his
preeent zeal for Christ, would perhaps make a deep impression

" on their winde.  But no, they would not reccive his testi-
mony ; and the Lord’s imperative command was, ** Derart,
for 1 wil send thee far hence among the Gentiles ™ (ver. 21).
The Gentiles! the utterance of that word vwas enough. They
would hear no more  Ifor that the Gentiles should enter the
Xingdom of God as Cenliles was a doctrine they could not
brook. Hence they cried (ver. 22), ““Awny with such a
feliow from the carth.” 'Then they rent their garments, and
threw dust into the air, intending, perhaps, to stone Paul,
but certainly as indicative of the fury of their passion, It
i dangerous,” eays a German poet, “ to awaken thelion ; the
teeth of the tiger are destructive ; but the mo t terrible of
all terrors is man in his rage.” The chief captain now
brought him into the castle, »n1 was ah-nt fo (xamine him

by scourging. The apostlc was bound to a post with
thongs or strong cords ; and, in order to extort from him a
confession of some crime whirh Claudiug supposed ho hal
committed, and which had thus enraged the Jews, ho was to
bo beaten with thongs as the manner was (24—25). A
centurion stood by te superintend the scourging, when Paul
said to him, ** Is it lawful for you to scourge a tman who is o
Roman?” It was not lawful. A Roman citizen had a right
to claim protection from any punishment uuntil he had been
legally tried amnd condemned, besides which, scourging was
inflicted on elaves only. The centurion remnnstrated wit}
the commander, who at once inguired of Panl, “* Art thow a
Roman 1" ¢ Yecs,” replied the apostle, But how had he grined
the privilege? *‘T obtained it for a large sum,” said the com-
mander,  “Bat I was free born,” said Paul. That is, his
father \vas a Roman citizen, so that he hal inbherited the
right. A Chkistian inay use the privileges of his birth for his
own aafety, and for the glory of God. Those who would
have examined or tortured Paul, now left him, for Claudius
was afraid when he knew all thig, and the next day, wishing
to know the certainty, or the certain cause why the Jews
accused him, he loosed him from his bends and called together
the Sanhedrim, before whom he placed his prisoner (ver, 29,
30). Learn Rom. x. 21, God’s sorrow for Isracl’s unbelicf.

Oct. 28. AMorning, Tue TeN Wonrps. (Exod. xx. 1—21.)
I'rom the peak called Jebel-Mousa God epako the ten words
to the multitudes assembled on the plain Lelow. They head
His voice to the very extremity of the camp ; and Be said, I
am Jehovah, thy God, which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt. The commandments which are called by the Jews
‘“the fundamentals of the faith.” The number (en is the
porfect number, because it receives and contains every kind
of number (ver. 3). ‘The first word declares the unity of God,
and forbids any heing to bo worshipped but Himself (ver.
4—6). The second condemns the uso of all imuges or repre.
sentations of God, and the honour paid to them ; as, for ex-
ample, by the church of Rome, who in some of her catechisms
Jeaves this word out (ver. 7). The thitd word forbids the
taking of God’s name in vain, the utterance of false naths, and
all irreverent conversation (ver. §—11). The fourth word
enjoius the keeping of the Sabbath, which, under that dispen-
sation, was the seventh day of the week, whilst under tho
present it is the first, as being the day of our Lord’s resurrec-
tion. The law of the Sabbath has never been repealed, though
the form of its observance has in some respects been altered.
These are the lawa of the first table, refening to the dutics
we owe to God. The following six words (ver, 12—17) con-
tain those of the second table, and forbid disobedience to
parents, murder, adultery, theft, false accusation, and all
coveting of a neighbour’s goods. There were thunderings and
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, whilst the mountain
seemed to smoke, No wonder that the people stocd afar off,
or fell back and asked Moses to speak to them rather than
God. They had heard as much as they could bear ; yet God
only came to prove, not to destroy them, and Moses bade them
not to fear. AN these laws are etill in force, hence the
memory text, Matt. v. 17.

Afternoon. Pavi perore tHE Couxern. (Aets xxiii
1—21.) This council was that of Sanhedrim, or seventy
clders of the Jews, and before it Paul stood and affirmed that
be bad lived in all good conscience before God—that is, had
always acted as his conscience diztated. Anpavias, the high-
priest, with great injustice, commanded them that stood by to
smite him on the mouth, YWhat was Paul’s reply ? It was
terrible, yet just. “*God shall smite thee, thow whited wall.”
This expression pointed to his hypocrisy, for walls were made
white by superficial paint which, underneath, were nothing but
fitthy clay. He professed to be a judge, yet was acting &
most unjust part. Ten years later Ananias was murdered
(Josepbus, Wars ii. 17,19). “‘Revilest thou God’s High Priest?”
said someone to Paul (ver. 4). The president of the council
was not_always the High Priest, and certainly Ananias was
not the High Priest when Paul went to Damascus (Actsix. 1),
or he must have known him. He obtained the office a few
years Jater, so that Paul was not now aware that he held it,
and said, “I wist not,” or I knew not, *‘that he was thic High
Priest,” admitting that it was not nght to speak evil of the
ruler (Exodus xxn. 28). At 1his moment he perceived that
some of the council were Sadducees, and some Pharizeces, and
80 he adopts a different course, and says, I am a Pharisec,
ete., cte.” The Pharisces believed in the resurrection, the
Sadducees did not. Thus a discussion arose between them

wver, 6-9), aud some teck Paul's part, whilst others were



