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responding sense of the obligation resting upon
thewmeelves, 1n consequence of what * the Lord
hath ordmned, that they who preach the Gospel
should live by the Gospel.”

The nhove wil prubably accupy as mnch space
jn your cnlumna as you can allot to one communi-
cation. I therefore refraim from writing more at
p-esent, but shall sead you (D. V.) some account
of our next meetng of Prebytery, 1o be holden
at Beckwith, on ‘Tuesday, Feb. 26.

I am, my dear eir,
Yours, very truly,
Tuoxnas Wanrnrors,
Clerk, Perts Presbytery.
Bytown, Feb. 18, 1830.
S S,
To the Editor of the Record.
Woovsrtock, G. W., March 13, 1850.

Drar Sie,—It nlwavs gives me pleasure to
hear of the prowpenty of Zion, especially of our
own part of wt. !¢l a3 1 had recerved some-
thiag personplly, when 1 heor of progress made
in ayy part of the church.  Others no doubt have
the same feehings.  ‘I'lus induces ine to send you
a «nort account of oar progeess here.

In the early part of the summer a very fine
site for a church was presented by a wealthy
member of the congregation, and the building
was commeanced 1 June last. It is now so far
finished that we are cnabled to worship very com-
furtab y tn the barement stary; The Church is
Luilt of white brick, 42 by 0 feet, and with a
basement It stande on an elevated siuation, and
ja ennguicunus for many wiles around.

On the §th an't 9 b ot February, the ladies of
the canzregation held a bazaar and soiree, to aid
the Buildj1g Committee 10 meet the heavy de-
maads« which the undesniaking brought upon them.
‘T'he day waz very fuvounrable, and the proceeds of
the bazar aund sotre? amounted to £32 13s. 0d.,
which, afier deducting £8 or £10 for cost of ma-
terials, &o , &e., cnabled ve 10 pay a handsome
inatalment of our debt.  \We have great rea-on to
ba thaokful £r the reqult in a pecuniary point of
view ; but there are other causes of thankfulness
which we are ealled to notice ; for there was the
reentest kindness and friendly feehng shown by
th~ memhers of other denomnations, who shared,
19t only the soc:ahty, but the lahours of the ocea-
sion.  We eannot ton warm!y express the grate-
ful foclings we chenish towards Christians of other
denuminations, who were liberal purchasers at the
bazaar ; especiaily mnst we mention the kindaess
of thace laties who nssist~d in the labarious jire-
parations for the soiree, and provided even tebles
in the evening  There was another pleasing fea-
ture of the proceedings, viz., the activity shown
by so manv of the young persons, of both sexes,
of our congregatinn  To mention names would
be invidious  Every mewber of the congeeganon
sremed to feel a personal interest in the matter,
and umitedly and willingly all did their share.
While we rejoice that so much hasbeen done, we
do not forget that much is yet to be done. The
bicement story 1s seated, but not plastered.
Nothing is done to the upper story but the laying
of the fluor, and if the boarded window frames
spenk of our poverty they speak of our honesty
ton. A considerable debt still hangs over us, and
swe do not wish to proceed 1ll we have mrans to
Ao g0 ; and although we have only the unplastered
stone walls of a basement story to worship in, we
are thankful for huving so much. At the same
time, any aid which our frie- s mey kindly send
ns from ahroad will be most welcome. Any ve-
mittances addressed to our treasurer, Jorx Dove-
14s, saddler, will be thankfully received. -

Iam,
Yours tnuly,

Wt 8. Batr.
LSS W——
Tz .Toxaue—By exemining the tongue of
the.patient, physicians find out the diseasze of the
pody, and phi!osophcrs the disease of the mind.

SAUGEEN.

We glpdly give a ploce to the following inter-
esting nccount of Saugeen and its aboriginal po-
pulaticn, from an iutelligent gentleman who is
well acquainted with the locality, and has had the
beat opportunity for observing Iudinn characier in
1ts various phases,  We liope often 1o hear from
i, and will have pleasure in publishing, o8 we
know he hins in recording, anything connected
with the triumphs of redeeming grace :—

My Dear 3lr. Burns,—

According to promize, I now praceed 1o
give you a short account of this section of coun-
try 3 firat, very briefly, a few particulars of the
place stself, and then, a hule more fully, some-
thing about us lughly interesting population.

The country is ealled, in the Indian language,
Saugeen, which, being interpreted, signifies *¢ the
mouth of the river” It lies about sixty miles
nonth of Goderich, and about twenty-two west of
the fast-nsing village of Sydenham. Few places
that I have seen offer more advantages than it
duer, for those Jooking for a permanently earthly
home—pnssessing 08 it does a most productive
soil, 1 healthy chmate, numerous warer privileges,
an expansive scaboard, on the one hand, and an
intenor navigation for eraft of a small description
to the distance of cighty nules into the very cen-
tre of Canada, and which, {or so uyuch of it us has
been surveved, has been pronounced to be so ex-
cellent, us bikely eventually 1o become the Garden
of Canada—an the other, a by no nieans con-
teiaptibrte harbour, and for varied beautiful scen-
ery, cs eedmg any thing Ihiave yot sren. To give
you one 1mstance only. ¥ have seen a scene there
wiueh has ever since strongly reiminded me of na-
une's second marriage wuh  her rightful Lord,
that T even now see 1t wivadly before my mind.
It was on one of those lovely calm momings,
when, as it were, nature having had a refresh-
ing sleep, presents around a pervading smile,
and, in s eohitary silent etillness, sends forth
a <onz of prowe, sweeter far than cven the
sweetest of * Scoiin’s sacred layy"—its ready,
ch erful ohedience being its song.  Huron's wide
bozom being orusted over, for the first time this
senson, presen-¢d the idea of an ample robe of
purest winte—a strong refraction reflecting this,
gi died the picwre with a tran<parent belt, and
urated 1t wath an almost perpetual mirage, which
served more 10 give enchantment to the scene,
than perhaps any orther thing connected with it,
va-ying ard changing in its active form, would
now present, as it were, & numerous rejoicing
company, and next, a stillness which showed that
order and hanmony were there. The ethereal
vault, m 1ts deepest azure, enshrouded all, and in
its tidst the blhant orb of doy, rradiating its
groteful beamn~ with more than weval lustre. In
short, and so complete a picture, which I believe
nrither poet nor painter could finish, methought T
could once more hear this dehghtful sentepce pro-
nounced over the head of parent earth. “ And
God saw every thing that he had made and be-
hold it was very good.”

The « Savgeen Tract,t as it is called, being as
yut wnsurveyed, of course possessesbut a small po-
pulation of Enropeans—it, however, has an Indian
population of some two hundred all told. These
are tocated on the night bank of the river, about
a wile nod a half from its entrance, and have,
through a healthful missionary influence, a‘tained
that degree of cwvilisation which enables them to
appreciate such dwellings, as are generally occu-
pred by “ whues” on their firat betaking them-
gelves to the forest life—these are gp placed in
comparat.vely close ncighborhood, as to form
something like a regular village. The houses be-
ing all of one form, and geaerally of one size and
in line, present 2 uniformity rather agrecable than
otherwise. In the midst. of the village a Wes-
leyan CLurch of rather #n imposing appearance
presents itself conspicuously to the view, and is

—

the mote grateful to the oye, for being found so
far in the backwoods. The eitnation of the vile
lage is one of the loveliest imaginable, being on
an clevated table land, which commands a view
ahke of revernl windings of the beautiful meander-
ing Saugeen aad its Jow lying banks, on which ras
ther unexpeetedly are to be seen grazing on jts
verdant sward, catile in goodly numbers. A
ruflicient extent of the furest hias been cleared,
to indicate that agriculture is beginning tobe subs
stituted for the chase; but much nore—a little
cluster of boys and girls are, at certain hours, to
be seen gathering together at u particular spot.—
These, doubtless, are to be the future * forests of
pine and myrile that will yet clap their hands,”
when the present ‘“ thorns and briers” shall have
been cleared away, if they have not already been
removed. Indeed, from what I have seen, I am
inchned to think that this happy change has at
least to tome degree already taken place. If I
did not witaess some evidence of it at a meeting
of theirs on last Christmas day, I am surely sadly
mginken, and to give you some faint idea of it §
shall attempt to deseribe it.

‘The Saugeen Indians held a Soiree, or as they
themselves called it, a feast, on Christmas last, to
which T was invited. It was held in their church,’
the only building in which they could all mees.
Every * variety of the scason” got up ia & neat,
clean, and orderly maunner, wav avishly heaped
upon two lengthened tables, each extending from
end to endof the Church, the walls of which were
wost tastefully decorated with flags, pictures, ever-
greens, and every other agreeable et cetera.  Four
rows of men, each with his better half by his side,
beinje scated at a board arranged aiter the Euro-
pean style, o porily cvief was asked to implore a
blessing. This being done in the soft and mild
language of the tribe, and with a gracefulness
that gave much expression to the act, the cheerful
repast began. Qne company succeeded another
at the board until glt were served, each separate
company heing first dismissed, whilst another was
invited, by the melody of sacred music, which,
for sweetness, voriety, and fulness of tone, would
leave fur in the shade what is sometimes called
music, becnuse sung where better singing ‘is ex-
pected.  This being over, a motion was made to
elect a chairman, who was appointed 1o regulate
the smusements of the evening. The choice fell
an a shrewd, sensible ¢ !d man, who, on assuming
the chair, bowed gracefully, and acknowledged the
plandits of the company. Forthwith he named a
number of individuals in the assembly, whom he
gave to understand should be called upon, during
the course of the evening, 10 give addresses on
Temperance, for the amusement as well as edifi-
cation of the company there met. The first he
called upon stood up, anc with a readiness, a dig-
mty, and confidence, commenced an address
which, for matter, maaner, and eflect, equalled, if
not excecded, anything of the kind T have seen or
heard on such a subject. One orator succeeded
angther in the order in which they had been first
n:gwd by the chairman, whilst a delightful choir
gnve a most agreeable variety to the amusements
of the evening, by filling up each epace of time
with the swetest melody in which, abové anyihing
else, they excel. The last who spoke ~—as Mis-
quah-quat, or the “red cloud” Me spoke for
about half an hour,and gave, as the substance of
his address, the following, as near as I can ve-
member;~* Mr. Chairman,* said he, *“ and dear
friends, 1 rejoice exceedingly at the favourable
view n which the Indian character isnow placed,
compared yith that which my early recollection
calls forth.  Then, when any feast was to be held,
it was the first care of the women to conceal the
bows and arrows, guns, axes, epears, and scalping
knives, because they were well assured that as
liquid fire was to form a prominent article of the
feast, there was the greatest danger of the one
brother itnbruing his. hands in the blpod of the
other, in the course of their;uprozrious fesst ; but
pow no such necessity exists, agthe entire abacnce
of such a pemicious article, together with ‘the ac



