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THE ENSUING MEETING CF SYNOD.

The annual ordinary meeting of Synod
will be held D V. at Hamilion, and in
Knox’s Church there on Wednesday 13th
inst., not on Tuesday 12th, as inadvertently
stated in lust Record. (See page 26 of Print-
ed Miautes))

On application to the Officers of the Grand
Truuk Railway,the privilege has again been
granted of return tickets, both to Elders, and
to Ministers, who are not already in pos-
session of Clesgymen’s tickets. We shall
send a ticket to the address of the Minis-
ter of every Congregation on the line of rail-
way, whence Elders would have to travel by
the Grand Trunk Ralway to Synod. [t will
be understood that this ticket is for the
Etder. Should any Mimster not be in pos—
session of a ticket, it 13 requested that he
communicate immediately by letter or tele-
graph with the Synnd Clerk, who will for-
ward the requisite document. Favours of
this kind are not granted by the Great Wes-
tern Railway.

Important business will uo doubt ozeupy
the attention of Synod. We may properly
soggest the importance of much earnesy
prayer on the part both of Office-baarers and
Congregations, that the blessing of God may
be vouchsafed to the Synod, and that every
thing may be done with a single eye to His
glory.

THE WORK OF REVIVAL,

Almost every religious paper from Britain
contains some intelligence of an interesting
and pleasing character.
movement,that it1s scarcely possible to give
any imnute details of the progress of the tevi-
val in tho various places where it is manifest.
ed. Not to speak of Ireland, in many places
of which a real work of revival is still ad-
vancing, we might speak of the revival in
Waies, Inarecent paper it is said :

At no period in modern times has the princi-
ality of Wales been visited with such a refresh
ing from the prescuce of the Lord as during the
past fifteen months.  The population of the
principality is not far from a million of souls, of
whom more than 200,000 were previously con
nected with the difierent evangelical churches,
Since the beginning of 1859, this aggregate has
been increased by from 30,000 to 35.000 con-
verts.  Over 25,000 persons have united with
the Welsh Calvinistic churches, and thus farin.
atances of backsliding are very rare, though
many of the converts had previously led very
trregular lives.  In Denbigh, 421 have united

So extensive 1s the |

with the different churches,  In Cwm Yatral
1y, a swall and quiet nedghborhood, where,
n year ago, there wore only 21 members intvio
churelies, 110 huve been added. 1o Holyhend,
a growinyg town of 800 or 00 inhabitauts, 139
have been added fo the variows evangetical
churches, In Bethesda, 1,500 have maden
profession of religion. The good work is still
n progress, and in the inerease of temperanee
and morality, as well agin the other feuits of
the Spirit, yives evidence of tls genuineness ns
a work of divine grace,

In Scotland, too, the work is advancing in
various quarterse  We copy the preater part
of an atticle on the subject from Erangelical
Christendom, which will, we are sure. be
read with interest by many of our readers :

Such a general awakening has never been
experienced in Scotland, It has embraced the
Shetland and Orkney Tsles, until lutely fumous
for the cold “moderatism” of theirministeranad
the peligiona impassibility of their inhabitants,
the remote and almost forgotten onter Heobrides
an the seattered population of the northern
Ihghiands, 1t has spread over most of the
towns and villages on the cast coast, and has
ptoduced signal effeet on the fishing popula
tion. It hius been powerfully feht in the west
and south-west, especinlly among the iminers
aud colliers, and is now slowly, but visibly,

ermenting Glasgow, Edinburgh, and otler
arge centres of popuiation, and innumerable
small towns and villages in the eountry. In
some villnzes and in districts in the thinly.
peopled izlnnds, there is scarcely a house in
which some of the inmates are not deeply
nioved, Congregations are generally Iurgdj,'
inereased, and prayer meetings are thronged,
nightly meetings for prayer aud instruction are
held in very many places, ministers are worn
out by crowds of earnest and importunate in-
quirera, hopeful eonversions oceurin large num.
Lers, and hundreds of conmunicants have besn
repentedly admitted to the Lord's talle ona
credible ~ Chrstinu  profession.  The Lord's
day services and the other religiovs meetings
are shiefly remnarkable forthe solemuity which
pervades them, asif the worshippers were con.
scious of the presence of the Invisible, and also
for the eagerness with which they seem to drink
in offers of mercy and direct doctrinal angd
practical instruction, '

In the Shetland Islands the cburches are

crowded, and regulas prayer meetings are held,
and earnest inquiry is being made by very
y many after salvation.  In Lewisand Harristhe
{ work is of a remarkable character.,
{ e most apparent of the Scotch awaken-
ings, and wluch ment the name revival inats
popularised sense, ure occurring in the fishing
towns and villages on the east const, and at
Musselburgh and Newhaven, near Edinburgh.
Ina few of these places we recognise some of
the distinctive features of the Irish revival, the
agonising cry for merey, the conviction of sin
so intense 83 to prostrate the physical powers,
and the arrow of alarm piercing the heart sud-
denly while the individual is pursuing his or-
dinary avocations.  We recogaise also the “joy
unspeakable,” the brotherly love, the mission.
ary epirit, and the immediate abandonmest of
every questionable proctice.  The fishing vil-
lazes contain the rudest and least educated of
the Scotch population—men destitute of secular
and religious knowledge—hence, a certain
amount of inanifest excitementis easily acoount-
ed for.

In these towns and villages the wholo popu-
lation has been moved. In tome places the
crews of boats have been simultaneously affcet-
¢d while at sea. and have returned to shore
anxioualy sceking salvation. In others the

apxiety bas been so great, that the Loats were

Inid up till the fishermen had found relief from

the terrible convietions which had seized them,

La others, a horn zoun led through the village

hns enlled e, women, nnd children dnily to

prayer.  Prayeris held i the fishing Lbats,
[he agony for sin is intense, nnd whon thoss

ennvicted are brought to Chriet, they show an

intense desire to lead others to the sameresting.
place. Inthe North, in about thirty sl towns
and villages Letween Aberdeen and Inver.
ness, a quite, gradunl awakening is producing
most satisfuctory results.  These districts were
the strangholds of *tuoderatism,” and neither
the Free Church nor the  United Presbyterian
Chuccly hae yet been able to overtuke their
spiritual destitution, The people are well-
eduented, and havea faie amount of doctrinal
knowiedge, but they liave heen chatnctensed by
coldnces and spathy. Within the last six
months a marked change hins come over them,
pereeptivle to all who knew the district,
Warnth and life, the spiritusl appreciation of
truths beforetime only tutellectunly received,
cenote the working of the Holy Spirit and the
descent of a nich blessing,

Iu such a brief tketeh, anything likedetailis
timpossible, and our epace would ?mrdly suflice
even for a catalogue of the names of places in
Seotlund 1 whieh the Holy Spirit 1s uamistake-
ably working  Not a day passes without intel-
ligence of sutre fresh shower of blessing upon
a hitherto dey svil.  So much earnest prayer
is offered and such noble evangelistic agencies
are at work, that we believe that the preseat
veligions interest. grreat as it is, will shortly be
regarded as“‘the duy of small thinga” Much
of huuman inperfeetion will, doubtless, nlloy the
work, and may hopeful conversions will turn
out spurious, but the revival is likely tobe one
of the most satisfuctory on record, for the sob-
ticties of Presbyterianism oppose a bavrier
against extravagance, while its orthodox teach-
ings are a sure antidote for the seductions of
error.  While we take this somewhnt sanguine
view of the Scottish Revival, we deprecate
all exaggeration of its results, or even any de-
taled estimation of them,in this early stageof
the movement. It isa fact that hundreds and
thousands have been admitted into the Churches
on a credible profeasion, but we have no war-
rant for stating that all these aretrueconverts.
We believe that a frown rests upon those who
attempt to number the chosen Isracl of God,
and would rather say with Joab, “Now the
Lord thy God add into the pcople how many
soever they be....but why dothmy Lord the
King delight in this thing1” The number of
conversions, as in all former times, is com-
paratively small, and, to speak of the Revival
anywhere as “a day of more than Pentccostal
mercy” is a dangerous hyperbule, leading in
some cases to scepticism, and in others to bitter
disappointment.

Waat efiect should such tidings produce
inus ? Gratitude to God for such manifest~
ations of His power and grace, 18 one fecling
which should be produced. Just as Barna-
bes, when at Antioch he saw the grace of
God, was glad, so should we be glad when
we hear of what the grace of God is doing in
other laads. An carnest desire for such a
revival, and an earnest pleading with God
for his reviving prrace should also be the re-
sult. Let usnot read the intelhgence as
unconcerned strangers, but as those who
need such a revival, and who are encouraged
toseek it. Let itbe the earnest desireand
prayer of all, that we may sce in our own
land such glorious results as those which

are taking place elsewhere.  Letit bo ouf



