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Now there are some whd, when
pressed for a definite answer to many
most important questions, find them-
selves in a similar dilemma. Thelr
answer to all the mysteries of life
and death is just the same, “We can-
not tell.” 'We cannot tell if there 1s
a God. We cannot tell if man has an
tmmortal soul. We cannot tell if
there is judgment after death. We
cannot tell if right and wrong are ab-
solutely opposed to each other, or
whether our ideas of the superior excel-
lence of truth, charity and love are
just & bundle of prejudices inherited
from our forefatehers.

The late Mr. Bpurgeon « nce gre-ted

" a young man who declared himeel®
an Agnostic with the brusique reply.
“Ah! that’'s the Greek for ignoramus
1 hope you will gsoon learn better.’
Surely it is an awful judgm=nt v50D
the intellectual pride of the day that

- some learned men cannot get beyoene
the humble confession ‘e cannot
tell.” Many things that no one wanis
to know they will tell seu with confl-
dence, but to those questions which
the heart of man is always asking.
which no thinking man can rest 2om-
tentedly, in ignorance of,they have but
one answer, “we cannot tell.”

But the question put to these Jeru-
salem Agnostics had to do not with
abstruse matter of philas:-hy, but
with a plain matter of history and
fact. Was the Baptist a sincere man?
He claimed to be one sent of God.
Was he a true prophet, or an impos-
tor? And all the difficuit questions
which the Agnostics stumble over may
be reduced to just as simple questions
of history and fact.

Take, for example, the foundation

question: “Is there a God?" Men
try to argue this as a question of
pure philosophy, and they can get no
nearer than the giant intellects among
the old Greek philosuphers. “We feel
there is a God; we cannot understand
the world as we see itf, ..r life as wo
find it. unless there ¢* & Ui d; but we
cannot prove it, we cannot know it.”
But that is not the way to find the
answer., Men cannot by searching
find out God. If you ask, however,
‘“What lessons can I learn from the
history of the Jews—is their witness
to the One Eternal God to be believed
or not?’ You will be on the right way
to truth.

Ask any Jew you meet the history
of his nation. He claims descent from
Abraham. He declares that Palestine
is his proper country. That Palestine
was given to Abraham by God. That
God Interfered aga‘n an'd again to ea-
tablish his nation in Canaan. That
they were brought out of Egypt, where
they had been in slavery for 400 years.

" That the Canaanites were driven out
- of the country before Joshua and the
armies of Israel. That when, in pun-
ishment for their idolatry, Jerusalem
was destroyed and His people taken
captives to Babylon, God moved the
heart of a heathen monarch, Cyrus,
to send them back to Jerusalem. And
bid them rebutld the Temple of Jeru-
salem. And perhaps he will add that,
- though now Israel seems to be cast
oft, the day is soon coming when the
ascendancy of the will cease—
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the Sultan is fllling to the full his
cup of iniquity—and then once more
Palestine shall be given back to Israel,
who will again take their place as the
chosen nation of the Lord. Such is tik
testimony of the Jews. Now let us
put a few plain questions bearing up-
on historical facts.

Who was it that brought Abram out
of Charran; how was he led to believe
that Palestine should belong to his
descendants; how is it that his de-
scendants have remained a separate
people ever since, and still look upon
Palestine as the land given to them
by God? )

Who was it that inspired Moses to
lead the children of Israel out of
Egypt, and enabled him to carry
through such a stupendous task?

Who was it that moved Cyrus, the
Persian, to restore the Jews to Pales-
tine?

The Jew replies, "It was Jehovah,
the Almighty, the Holy One of Israel.
He made us a nation and chose us to
Himself from all nations of the earth,
that we might know the truth, and
witness to the One Eternal God.” And
the Agnostic can only say, “We cannot
tell.” The plain question of fact, “Is
the witness of the Jewish mnation
true?” puts the Agnostic into a hope-
less dilemma. The history of the Jew-
ish nation is one which cannot be ex-
plained on natural grounds, whilst to
acceot their own explanation is to es-
tablish all the foundations of Chris-
tianity.

fio with all the greatest mysteries of
life. Men ask if there is life atter
death; is there a heaven above; is
there any resurrection of the body;
is there a Judgment Throne ? e
answer, “Did Jesus rise from the

" dead?” It is a simple historical fact,
‘a8 certain ag the death of Julius
Caesar, or Alexander the Great, that
Jesus Christ was crucified by order of
Pontius Pilate, that He died and was
buried. What happened to that dead
body so lovingly 1aid in Joseph's tomb?
Did it remain there or elsewhere in
death and corruption all the time tnat
His disciples were declaring that He
was risen from the dead? How camc.
the disciples to be ocertain that Christ
was risen, and, in the new cournge
and hrpe which that assnrance brrught
them, to turn the world upside down?
The Agnostic answers, “We cannot
tell”” They dare not maintain any
other explanation of tie phenomena.
They Anra ret asmart that Chrigtianity
was founded upon a gizantic fraud,
or Arose from the dreams of eleven
fieher~en, Rt tn eonfeaq 1hat Christ
rose again overthrows all their hypoth-
eses, and vroves that there is a living
working God among men. Or, if we
ask simply, was Jesus a good man?
If 80, how came He, knowing all the
teaching of the Jewish Scrintures,
knowing the brilllant expectatinns

which gathered round the promised -

Messiah, how come He deliberately
of God? Either He was the Mageigh
and repeatedly to declare Himself mnn
of Israel. Bon of Ged, or He knew that
He was not. If He was not the Son of
Ged He was an impostor. The witness
of Jesus to Himself, was it false or
wag It true? And agaln the Agnostic

13 in a dilemma, wnd must answer,
“We cannot tell.” .

But without going back 1,800 years,
let us take the Agnostic to Uganda
and show him the marvellous trans-
formation that the Gespel has ‘aArought
in that once savage and barbarous
land. “The Work of Uganda, fs ft
from heaven or of men?” Or, with-
out leaving our own shores, here is =
picture of a cottage home as I first
saw it. The husband, in regular work,
but always drinking. The wife, who
spent her evenings serviag in a public
house, idle and untidy. The home
dirty and neglected. The children the
same. Not one of the family attending
church or meetings of any kind. The
children never attending BSunday
school. Not a Bible in the house.
The whole aspect of the home joyless
and wretched. Parents and children
alike cross and ill-tempered, as though
life was a misery and a burden.. But
the woman became a Christian, left
her work at the public house, and be-
gan praying, and taught her chiidren
to pray. After a year the husband
gave his heart to God and becanw: &
total abstainer as well. Then every-
thing was changed. They loved the
Bible and they loved the 8aviour. They
loved each other and loved the chfl-
dren. The house was clean and com-
fortable. The very expression of their
faces changed. They became exam-
ples to the whole neighborhood. Now
this change, which I saw myself, has
lasted for twelve years. It is ome of
tens of thousands to be found in Eng-
land alone. We ask, then, the power
that wrought this change, is it or
toaven v of man? The oyl that
transformed this home, is it true or
ie it faice And the Aenostic can ouly
answer, “We cannot teil.”

Once more. These poor Armenian
Christians whn aw bwire hel-harsd
to death by the hundreds while tfie
chief assassin sits on the throne and
defies the concert of Burope. Is there
to be no vengeance for such inhumax
cruelty? 1Is there to be no recom-
pense to these men, women and chil-
dren thus suffering for their faith?
The Agnostic answers: “We cannot
tell.” But we know that not one of
these murderers will escape In the
great day of reckoning—that the low-
est place in hell awaits those monsters
who trample upon every law of nature
and of God ,and that the God who puts
into his bottle the tears of hi¢ maints,
will recompense onehundredfold to I
faithful.zervants all that they have suf
fered for His name’s sake.

On2 might multinly examnles. Miss
Coddrington, though so wounded in the
Ku-Cheng massacres, hopes to return
to Fuh-Kien, and give herself once
more to the dark heath:n n* Chinn. s
not that glorious? " A young Chris-
tian gave up a good business appoint-
ment the other day because he would
not tell a le. Is not that grand? You
know it is. But the Agnostic mast
answer, “We cannot tell.” Of course,
such devotion and conscientiousness
seem to us very beautiful, but we av
do not know why it may be that we
have inherited strong prejudices in
favor of these qualities, and that In
some unknown lsland it may be just



