BUDS AND BLOSSOMS.

The Regions Beyond.

HE surrender of Burmah to the British
» has opened wide the door for which Chris-
tians generally, and the American Baptists

£ Judson went to Ava. God has now answer-
% ed these prayers and thrown open o country

% of & hundred and ninety thousaad square
“~  miles, and Letween four and five millions
of people for immcdiate pussession, what an oppor-
tuuity for the work of evangelizativn and civilization
of this vast host and country for God. The whitened
harvest field calls for an enthusiastic response of
workers and means. It will pay to go up and possess
this goodly land. Then the Irrawaddy River shall
be a grand gospel highway.

From a report of the Church of England Missionary
Meeting held recently in Oxford, England, we clip and
cull some of the very interesting and instructive
thoughts and descriptions thrown out by various
speakers respecting England’s responsibilities to India,
and 1ts Juud el and denand as & tield for missionary
oprliativns,

Miss Hewlett, who was about to return to Irdia,
addiessing the mecting, sad .

*India had a claimn upon them as subjects of Queen
Victung, because the young men of Indin were rising
in these days to a puitt of education and civilizativa
and iutercourse with other nations which was quite
remarkable, which was goiug on as rapidly as pussible
for any serzes of changes to go on, and thuse young
men were going to be the statesmen of India some
day, those young men were going to Le the judges of
India svwe day, and not only the judges of India, but
judges of British subjects in India. Everything
puinnted in that direction.  India had a cluim upun
them as a country, and, with its 125 millions of
female subjects, it has a claim upon tham as wotuen,
aud Wll)? Bevause thuso millivns of fuinaies, whe
would take sumewhere gbout 230 to 25U years to pass
before their eyes minute by minute, if they were to
walk through that rooume—a long durk string— were
in ignorance, in sorrow, destitute of comfort, and
without any hope for the future. Therefore India
bud o claii Upulh cyvely Chaistians wowan who was
able to stand up to do anything to help the liberty of
the Gospel, which had made England and England’s
woinenn what they were.  India bad o stiong Jaim
upun all Christians , upun every oue who named the
name of Christ India had a stiong claim, for India,
with all its enlightaeat and all its 1idhes, and with
all of wlich they as a country aght justly be so
proud—for India was not a country of savages or of
people who k.ew nothing—with all its grandeur and
riches, was in heathen and Mohammedan darkuess ,
they knew not that Christ Jesus was waiting to save
thum aud biess thoue  They huew ity and thescfure
Judia hed a caim upon them as Chistians.  Tnholy
hume, unhappy women these were the results of
Mobammedanisng,  Of course it was nonews to thon
thut Mobammedan womwen, trom the lughest runk,
except princesses, down to the lowest, (xcept thuse
who were obliged to go vut to carn their lving, wese
kept shut up in their own apartments. This very
fact was 50 great that no one ought to fail to grasp it
or try to understond what it was for millions .of

women to be shut up without any possibility of sce-
ing the outside world. Mohammedanism had brought
these things into India, the natlives had learned the
fashion of keeping their ladies, who professed to be
ladies at all, with the exception of princesses, strictly
secluded. The ladies who were kept secluded were
absolutely prohibited from having any doctor, unless
their doctor be also a lady.

The only thing that women in India could do ina
sick room was to make a great noise, and all these
things were intesified in the upper classes. The
pourer women were able to go to hospitals, if they
could get over their distaste of seeing a gentleman,
but the upper classes were left to themselves in sick-
ness, with no good cook, nurse or doctor at all. So
they had = pretty good idex, if 12 millious of women
and girls were left in this hopeless state, that it was
evident that they needed some doctors and nurses,
and that it was a ¢all upon every Christian woman to
send or provide what was needed. There they saw
one of the deadly influences of the Mohommedan
veligion, and there were thousands and thousands of
hives lost through it. There was another yet of
which she must speak. She daresay they had heard
that in Iudis it was the custom to marry the
chudren ; jt was the custom to make a contract of
marriage between babies, and she daresay tuat would
umhe them smile, but it was one of the curses of the
country, and let them thauk God that the Hindoos
thetsuives were now waking up to see that this kind
of thing would not do in lndia. Gentlemen had
themseives written to the English papers to ask that
something might be done if possible to alter this
terrible state of things. = Of course it was only one
here aud one there who had come to such & good state
of mind, for the' majority of the people thought
themwselves utterly disgraced if they had o girl over
ten who was not married. England ‘ought to do
something in this mattcr. "Suppose there was a con
truct of marriage butween a little Hindu Loy and a
httle Hindu girl, suppose the boy got the measles
and died, the girl was a widow -the little girl of a
yeat uld, six mouths old, ten years old, or what not,
was o widow, and then perhaps some of them would
say “Oh, they don’t understand, poor little things;
they have nune of the surrows of widowhood, they
don't know what it is,” and that their soirows com-
pared witl. people in this country were just nothing.
But fust of all the Jhild widow, or woman widow, in
India was aliowed only one course meal & day, and
that must generally be somebody else’s leavings; she
was unly allowed une course garment, and was treated
as the slave and outeast of the family, she was
ailowed no jewellery, which was a great deal to
Iudian women, no feasting, no pleasure, nothing in
life but a dreary prospect of guing on day after day
the slave and drudge of the family, and she used that
word slave in its fallest stnse. She did uct mesan
merely to do haid work, but a slave, body, svul and
spirit, and Lesides that these children were compelled
to fust twive in «yay month for 24 hows.  She had
been an eye witness of a child widow of five years
old crying to her mother for Lread or v.ater on a hot
duy, and the mothet had Leaten the Jhild and said,
*Dou't you know you are a widow, and fasting.’
Think of the wickedness of calling a child a widow,
and by the law of the country those widows might



