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dZinýq, evcn by three or four sessions, ne ai
dition of auj sucli column is wortls anyt1sin~
For once let us have figures iii reply te a
suchs questions, and let the Rcturns bc pil
ced in tise bauds of thé I>reslsytcry Cicrl
ready for tise Convener of the Synodica
Committec.

It xnay be proper toremind al aid-receiv
ing cengregatiers tisat; they are expectcd and]
specially directed by Synod to attend to
Loth the subjeets notcd, tise taking of col
lections and tise furaishing of Statistical in-.
formation.

Tsssn»LY. All Papers whether f'rorn
Preshyteries, Sessions or individuais ought,
if at ail practicable, te, be in the bauds of
Rev. James Bayne, Seeretary of tihe Stand-
Ing Committee of lls and Overtures, at
lest a fortnigpht prior te the meeting of Sy-
nod. Thsis arrangement bas special rcfer-
ence to new business, and documents for-
warded ia due time will ta]<e precedec of
ail others whieh may Le sent in at a Inter
date.

The Synod will meet D. V. in Prince
Streét Chureh, on the fourth Tuesday of
June, at 7 o'clock P. M., and our prayer is
tiat 'it may enjoy niany tokens of the lire-
sence of thse Great llead of thse Chureh, and
-of the indwelling of Ilis I{oiy Spirit!

THOUGIITS FOR THE SEASON.
The winter is over and gene; the timeof

thse singing of the birds bas corne, and flow-
ers appearon the earth. The trees pus forth
buids of promise, pledjges of green leaves,
whosefragrancefills the air. Theicybands
of *inter are dissoived, and nature rejoices
in the awakening life that abounds througs-
out ail bier vast demain. la net this a pa-
rable fromn wbiclî we may derive spiritual
instruction?~ Reader, how is it *ithý the
,winter of thy soul 1 Art thon stili 'freat-
bonnd with tise chains of spiritual death.-
loving this worid and its pleauses -mère
-thatn Ged 1. The south ivdùd'blôws ànour
gardens; bas the warin, meltiisg wiid- of
God's Spirit breathed upon thee, disselving
thy feter and cansing thee te rejoice la the

l-Ifreedom and the life which le cenfers on
RUis Own clidren ?

SJ It is winter, cold, joyless, dens, in eve&y
Lsoul that is sepnratcd from God. Snch a

5Qoui can iscitiser be happy isor prosperous:
it must ever more shiver in tise chill blast
of divine anger, or scorei' aud burn under
the frown of the A1l-secinglEye. Hepeless
captivity, fatal slumnber, dcati, darkncss,
everlasting night,-suchi is our portion by
nature. But tise Sun of Riglsteonsness basè
arisen witls heniing in his beasns. Bis s-a-
diauce makes sumnier in tise seul. li.9
lighst opens the cyca of tise blind tothe paths
ofpeace audhappiness. lis was-nth brings
forth the hnd, tise biossomi, the fruit.

As the suows of witster hsave vanished
from the fervent smile rf returningasummer,
s0 let tise snows that have chilîcti your heurt.
init aud disappear before the %vords aud
tise grace of Christ. Wlsat ive sec ini nature
around us ia for our instruction. Let nôt
the lesson Le lest upon us. Christ wooes
us te Mlmseif by Lis summer Nvinas, byHis
flowers, by lUis bow ofpromise in the cioud,
by BHis shewers that water thc carth.

How hopelesa a few months ago appeared
the face of nature!1 AUl seuxed hushed in
the quiet ef deatis except the shrieking wizsd.
Who tsat. liad not witnessed tise change
wonild have ventus-ed te prediet the life aud
the lovelincas of tIse present heuri Who
could bring about a change se nutterable?
Yct we cannes doubt tise transformation : i
bas happencdl under our own observation -
it is the Lord's doinga: it spe4iks loudly of
infinite beneficence, and of Omnipotence.-
Son of man, can thiese dead seuls live? Can
this moral winter ever be ebainged inte the
beansy and tise blessedness ofechristian lifel
Lord, thon knowest 1 Tby word bas effeci-
ed snch transformations already ; and Thoen
art still as snighty as in the days of oldV'

Knowing that God bas the powerto quick.
en us, let um new unite in plendingfor show.
es-s, copions snmmer showers of divine grace

-upon ail our congregations, upon ail Our-
families, aud on eyery individual apart, till
the-rich fruits and the beautiful fiowers ef
the cissistian life appear to, adorn ansd
strengthesi our seuls and preparo us for Hu,-


