
CANADJM4 NAT U RALJST
1IND

ON MIE PARTIAL E CLIPSE OF3 THE SUN;

AUGUST 7Tu,ý 18639.

13y C. SMurrWOOD, M.»., LL.D., D.C.L.

The varicd anîd beautiful phenomecna prcsented in an Eclipse
of the Siu, forin anu important cra in thlifeit and study of the
astrononier. Thcy fbrin asort of triumphi of bis science, a winning-
pnist: plalntcd, as if wcerc, ili the distant confinles of spae-a
point of time graven on the history of the past-aà land-îuark
placed as a beacon fbr thec future-and a son- of praise to lui,
whosc power aud ini'glit arc so mani14st, in the Il ileavens that de-
clzirc Bis glory, aîîd iii the nîoon and stars that Ile lias ordttined."

Vie occ;urrenice of a total eclipse gives rise to, appearances
which hatve excited the admiration and wonde, of the inhai;bitau-ýts
of the earthi in ail ages; but thic incrcase of' kuowledgc, and
a more deliiite theory of the properties of liiht, and the varions
iuiprovc(l and nmodern applianees of' science for Mie investigation
or thiese phienoinena, have shed a brigit lustre around these
obseurvations of' a ehfaracter at once sublime and of juteuse intercst.

iNo experinents siîîce the days of Newton, but tlic discovcry
by Fraunhlofer of' the dark lins ini the solar spectmuitn, mith the
miore remcit inîvcntion of th peiocpcould havc led to those
resifts which flic total celipse of last ycar, 1868, so flully defer-
immcid, and wvhieh wvould seem to afford such positive proofs of
flic conilposiLion and nature of those protuberances, wlîiclî, up to
that. tillie, hand causcd so nîuoh speculatioîî auîong moen or scienc.
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