
SE f[ICTIONS.

flecause in every case therc is a strong probability thait the outer portion
of the apical foramnen niay be unprotectd, and, mîorcover, the place wherc
the living and the dead tissues join is always a weak spot. And after all
lias bcen said and donc, and the greatest care lias been tised, a gouîty lyi-
phatie or plethoric patient iay iost uncxpectedly give us a very serious
emamîjple of periodontitis.

1 )r. Truman: liefore tilling a canal il must lie properly trcated, and 110
tooth is properly prepared wlere the (anal is not frec fron decomposed
tissue. As the dentinle is made up of innuierable tubes, and that thesc
contain organc niatter, if this material indilrgoing decoiposition is not
imluded in the treatient it becoies a roistaint source of danger to the
tooth. It is necessary to reduce this to an insoluble compounld, and this
i% best done by kCCping ilithe canal under the action of oxy-chloride of zinc.
This, in iniy judgnent, is ait presclt the best iknown filling inaterial for
canaIs. 1 am aware cotton is a good filter for miicro.orgaism, and as long
as il is nlot lisintegratel in the canal it iay be an effective agent ; but
wlien this does occur the results are excec(liingly disastrous.

)r. Kirk : Filling root canals with cotton armed with carlized cos-
motîline, is, in iy judgiment, no argument in favor of cotton, but onie in
favor of cosmioline. 'lie cotton is nercly inîcidental, in the sane vay it
v, ottein used in connection witl oxy-chloride of zinc, viz.: as a velicle for
c.îrrying to place the real filling miaterial, whîicl is the cement. Cosiioline
is a heavy hydro-carbon oil, totally unalterable in air or ioisture by virtue
of its ion-aiffitiy to xygen. Il is suiiticiently viscid to remiîaii in the canal
aliost wihlouît the lielp of cotton, which, in its relation to the cosioline,
fulf'ils the saine fuinction as the old root tilling of gold saturated with
uita-percla solution.

Ii its general characteristics, a root filling of cosioline and cotton
wuUld be very similar to that of parahfine, which is exceedingly valuable,
and cai lie pumiped in a melted state inîto the finest canal-with the advan-
tac that when it is chilled and solidified it is denser.-I/erna/iona/.

Thoughtful Words.

Ar the banquet of the Harvard I )ental School Alunini, Governor Aimes,
in the course of his speech paid a high compliment to the dental professon.
-le said :

" l)entistry, has, in fact, beconie a science ; and it is a very uîseful science.
Hcalth depends in no snall degree upon the proper mastication of food,
and the dentist enables many of us, who but for him would be unable to
do so, to eat properly. In two principal ways lie aids us-by rebuilding


