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Tlere is but one further use for aqucous solutions ol formal-
dehyd in dentistry that i an an are of. 1. refer to its Cmll)lOymtclt
in supplanting the older alitiseptics in treaticnt dcsigned to
render aseptic the putrescent pulp-canal. If solutions have
provein tolerable for the purpose of irrigation in or about the
deeper pockets (of pyorrliea or for syringing out a freshly-opencd
abscess, i should be glad to know, I have been thus far afraid
to try, fcaring unduly painfuil consequencs. Two experiences
which I have had rcsulting fromt its employnment in pulp-canals
bave made me cautious to the point almîost of abandonment. In
both cases the solution used Vas 1 to 250.

The Paraformn. Lowingc.-Schering & Glatz., Ncw York
Agents for a (;Crman company, have extensivelv advertised the
advantages to be dcrived fron the iemployient 'of the parafori
lozenige In generating iormîaldehyd. .There arc limitations tov
this nmethod conmpared to others: first, because the cost of main-
teiance in commission is very considerably greater, aid, second.
because in order to generate the gas from lozengcs in sufficient
quantities to be rcally effective, a fresh lozenge must be placed in
the heating receptacle for dissipation as often as every fifteen or
twentv minutes. t believe these manu facturers make the clain.
however,. that one lozenge is suilicient to sterilize dental instru-
inents in an oven which thîey furnish with their lamp for tlat
purpose.

Lamps that Gencrate the Gas Formaldchyd front Afethyl
Alcohol.-Of this type of generators there are quite a number
of manufacturers. The lamps. while differing very considerably
in manner of construction, all depen(d in fact upon the saie
general principle - nanely, the action by its presence merely,
without entering into chemical combination, of glowing hot
platinuin upon the fumes of methyl alcohol.

The only use whiclh a lamp of this construction cati have in
dentistry is to sterilize our instruments, or, better still, the whole
instrument-containing cabinet, with its contents, including nap-
kins, forceps, ligatures, danis, and whatever other appliances are
likely to be used in or about the mouth, by neans of turning in
upon them while the case is closed the (ry formaldehyd gas.

I have recently been conducting a series of experinients withi
apparatus hiere exhibited, in anticipation that results miglit be
deemed of interest by this section of the National Dental Associa-
tion. My findings are submitted with no little trepidation, prin-
cipally because I an not competent cither as microscopist or bac-
teriologist.

Experirnents which are reported 1 could not have conducted
but for the active co-operation of my friend Dr. Thoms B.


