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Newton will stand up stoutly for the greater
profitablencs of the Ayrshires; and I have
no doubt that my estecmed friend Mr. Rod.
dick will tell us that lie prefers tic Gallo.
wvays to any of then.

We do not suppose that any one breed of
cattle can u al circumstanees be said to he
the most profitable. Much depends upon
the purpose for which they are kept. Some
keep cattle strictly for breeding purposes,
raising stock to sell for breeders. ln that
tase they must keep a brced that is in de-
mand-for wlici they can find a ready
market. Others, again, keep cattle chie1y
for giving milk, either for selliug new or else
for naking into butter and chesoe. For this
purpose alone we would infuse the Ayrshire
blood into the best of our common stock.
Tho number of cheese factories that have
grown up amongst us of late years bas caused
some of our farmers ta turn their attention
chielly to keeping cou s to supply these fac.
tories with milk. Others, again, depend
chiefly on feeding, turning their cattle into
ùef. Most of us, however, use them for all

these purposes, brecding from them what
stock we want, milking then, and, when mo
longer profitable for those purposes, we turn
them into beef. I need hardly remind this
meeting that, though we speak and hear of
nalire cat'le, there is really no such thing as
a native breel indigenous to Canada, but
that aIl our cattle have been introduced into
the country, from time to time, by settlers,
from the places they carne from, and no
doubt froi the breeds they fancied or could
procure.

The Durhams, or Shorthorn cattle, have
for many years past been the most fashion-
able and favourite breed both in Britain and
here, and they are fast spreading to many
ether countries. Thcir large size, their early
miaturity, tleir fattening properties, render
them very desirable stock ; but their high
price will long prevent the pure breed froin
becoming common among our farmers; but I
think that thorough-bred bulls of this breed,
used on the best of our comnmon cows, (a cow
ought always to carry ber pedigree with lier),
will give us as profitable a beast as we can
get. Taking care always to use a good bull-
one as near thorough.bred as we can get-
this will give us a good hardy grade, of good
size, that will give us as much milk as any
other breed, and will likewise fatten well
when past inilking. The steers, too, make
good oxen, if any are wtanted; they feed well,
and make good beef at an early age. There
is, I think, little doubt that the Ayrshires
will give more nilk on the saine feed than
the Durhams will. For nilking properties
alone, thme Ayrslire breed stands undoubtedly
ah the lcad of the list, but, as compared withi
tic Durhams, they are ratier defieet in

s'izc, do not fatten so easily, the steers are
rot so large, nor-at least wlien young-do
they fatten s0 easily.

Of Do% on eattle I have had no experience.

They are reported to make the best of work. Mr. F. Aitchison said he could say very little
ilg Oxcn, and to do botter on light pastures about this bus!ir.4 of breeds of cattle. He

hght ad somo ûxpcricgn.,.' in Purhams and grades.than the Durhanms. Iad is part of tie country he Ikn r s ne
Thougli not inmediately connected with hired inen who bouglit the large Ayr.

tle subject allotted to me, I inay be allowed shires, bocause they thought thely eca moè
to say that nueh of ic profit of cattle de. Jfd, W imasters. had to fJecd the conr., and

they ished as much for their work as pos-pends on the manner theiy are kept. .I say sible); but those who were not so greedy w-ere
nothing of winter keeping, as that was di. content with a snaller grade cow. They
eussed at our last meeting. I rather think often mnade two or three pounds of butter a
that many of us keep rather too many cattle wekwith the sumall cos, as the o+hers did

fur our pasture. 1 an overy year more and with tlhe largo Ayrshircs ; thouglit aurcommon cattle vero hardy and casily hept ;
more impressed with he opinion that it would good for milk, but they would not make as
be profitable for us to grow soie kind of much beef as the Durhan grades would; ho
feed (say Indian corn or tares, or somethng kl s flic Durhams, but their prce was highfeed(sa foraurcatte, hcn ur as.in this noighibourhaod; tbaught a cross withof the kind,) for our cattle, when our pas' them was the most profitable for our farms ;
tures begin to fail, as they usually <lo, dur. thouglit the old-fashioned Durhams rather
ing our sumimer droughts, especially in such hard to iced, but that our prosent Durhams

a dry season as tho past, wen aur pastuires were good for both milk and beef; thought to
a dy casiiasfli pst whu urpigtieBcross Ayrshiros with the Durhiamao was

were dried up early, and we had very little ratier an unnatural cross.
fall feed. Mr. Bourn thought that what thirty years

The total number of cattle reported mu this ago we used to call a good native made a first.
township by the consus of 1SGI was 4,977. rate animal for nilk; but these cows, when

fed, did not comle to the shambles as well asThe census of the prosent year for cattle bas the Durhams or their grades did; the bigher
not been published yet, as far as I know; but bred the animal was, the botter for beef, but
judging from the assessors' returns, there is not for milk; thouglit thlat for our purposes
just about tie saine number of cattle at precows were best about tlîre paits bred, (but

sent ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y las tii astir vstnyasbl) you pu sucli cows ta a common
sent in this township as there was ten years bull); the steer, too, fed well, would make
ago. eight or nine hundred weiglt, at, say two

Mr. Wm. L. Burnhan said, that as far as years and six or eight montlhs old, on pasture,
is experiece wnt, h agred generly wita onth or twa of fceding nt aat ;his Npeieue wet, ie gree «,nerllythonglit tiieo grades the most profitable, as

with wlat Mr. Riddell iad saids ho did not they would milk well if not too high bred ;
go for a pure brecd lie liked his stock mixed tiough ha had seen common cows milk botter
with the Ayrshires; did not approve of the than them; would advise not to over-feed a

pure bred Ayrshire, but liked a cross froni breedincow; hefor ad to pi ysie them sane-
tiiesbfore calving, for fear o! tho lailk

them and the Durhans; thought that cross fever; lie preferred tlhe Durhams ta tle Ayr.
was the most profitable both for the dairy sbires; thouglit a grade Durham was equal
and for fattening. lin milking qualities to a grade Ayrshire; held

that the Ayrshires required more fod to put
lIr. Edward Bellerby had always en- on extra weight than the Durhams did.

d oure taot the argest cate. Ks l Mr. Lapp never went into breeding much;as lie got bulk lie was satisfied. Ire gCer. was very favourable ta Ayr9hîires mixed with
ally tried ta get a good large grade, 'with a ar coiaon cattle; found thre very profit.
good deal of Durham in it ; they answered be for dairying purpmses; ta f yd the Dur.hun best in the barn.yard. He always could bains might be better than the Ayrslires ;get an extra price for a large animal, but he never went muach into feeding cattle.

Mr. Pratt said that ho lad lad experience 1 Mr. Sidoy said he regretted there were soin breeding cattle for t enty.twa yoars. le few of our farmers that took any interest infirst tricd the grado Durbams, putting ]lis these meetings. He huh twudb
cows to Mr. W ade's bulls; ho found the *ths . He thlught it would e
steers and heifers fron them rougli, large ea Moesnt and otae ma foeet an ehoubea!s ehang ldaas wit cadi other, forf a fe boumsbeasts, very lhard ta mako mto beef; thought once a nonth or so. With reference to thethmn at bet a coarse animal, tliat cot mare subject of discussion, it was a new ideata macke into beef than tlîcy were %vôrtli 1ta lîim that we reahly had no native cattle;
when fed. le thon tried the Ayrshires; to him tae ha o nte catle
they vere, lie thouglt, the most profitable ho allied ta the buffalo. ncrossng, if foranimal for any farner to keep; tionglt tleO beef, would prefer the Duirham ; if forwere hardier than flic Durhams, anîd gave uik volcrs th tAyhires; with_
far more milk. In our nixed husbandry we a cross with au e Ayhiraes; aith
wantod au animal that would give us the Durlrm bull, lie could bring ta he narketa
most milk, butter, and checese, for the fecd 1in say at two years and ciglht montis old, a
consumed. He believed that vas the Ayr- far better animal than our coinmon cattle, atsbire. A Durham r ow would milk vry the salue expeuse. le thought this crosswell for a month. or twa alter she enlvcdl, but iwould. oxceed aur coînnîaîi cattle fuilly one.
soon failed in ber milk, while the Ayrshircs tiid e
would milk all the year round. It was a *
trouble for hin to get his cows dry when he
wanted them, as ho liked thein o go dry BOw PanIK SALF.-The sale of short-horns
a mnonth or so before they calved. ea gi.t at BLow Park came off very saccessfully on
more milk fron his cows now than lie did in Tuesday, the 10thDecember. Over 500 per.the latter end of October; thouglt that if he e
had had Durhlians he would have hîad no milk sons were rresent from ail sections of the
by this time ; was sure the Ayrshires would Province. The stock waz ln excellent candi.
produce more money frorm the same ground tion, and sold well. Mr. Mathews, Mayor
than the Durhams would; for beef alone the o! Brantford, offioiated as auetioneer. Twelve
Durhams night b best; but for milk, or hof a ndicied ts acio er Tev
milk and beef combined, the Ayrshire was head of Splendid prize steers and other stock
far the best and imost profitable. were sold at private sale.

1872.


