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REMINISCENCES OF COL. CLAUS.
By MR. ErRNesT CRUIKSHANK.

Iv.

The restlessness and impatience of restraint, which are
such marked characteristics of all Indian tribes, soon found
expression again, and under date of the 21st of July, there
is a record of a council at the cross-roads held evidently for
the purpose of allaying growing discontent.

On this occasion, Claus opened the proceedings by saying :

“ BroTHERS,—I congratulate you that you have been in
sight of the enemy and have not met with any serious loss,
and that only some of your people have been slightly hurt.

« BROTEERS, — When so mary people of different lan-
guages and nations are assembled, many bad stories are
abroad. I assure you that if any news or anything worth
telling occurs, I will you. If you are uneasy you should
let me know. Desiré of the La Cloche band has reported
that it was their wish to turn their faces towards home. I
thank you for your patience. When I camedown with you,
1 did expect that we would have struck at Niagara before
this, but something or other has turned up to prevent it.
It cannot be many days before something must take place.
The ships were to sail yesterday, and when they appear we
shall know the day when we shall advance, I shall send a
runner to-day to our people at the Grand River and shall
add your words to mine.”

Desiré then complained that his band bad neither knives
nor vermilion, and explained that the change of climate had
caused some sickness, and that it was this and not fear of
the enemy that made them think of returning to their
homes.

On hearing this, the Fisher, first chief of the Ottawas,
bluntly observed : « If they are sick how can they go home ?
They had better stay and await the event of the battle.”

Yellowhead and two chiefs of the Chippewas were of the
same opinion,



