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that tiere is no decided opinion
-upon what the real shape of the
fowl should be. Its indefiniteness

.allows various types, from the
Shanghai, with its length of linib
.and neck and angularity of
body, to the short-legged, cdéi-
pactly-iade \Wyandotte, to exist
.side by side and to be consider-
cd of equal .value. So long as
such indefiniteness remains in .the
standard of the breed its chances
,of improvenient in shape .will be
sniall. Alniost any red fowl of the
desired size can be considered a
Rhod.e Island Red. But if the
popularity of the breed-and that
it lias a great popularity vas
shown by .the immense exlibit at
the Boston show-if the popular-
.ity of the breed is to continue, this
ainorphous standard mxust take on
a definite forni and its descriptions
become sharp and clear. If its pro-
nioters desire to secure recognition
by the Aierican Poultry Associa-
tion, the breed will have, I be-
lieve, to becone distinct in color,
in shape, and bc brought to pro-
,<luce but one style of comb, in-
stead of the three which are now
produced. or the two which this
club recogntizes.

Fortunately, the breed, thlough
nuch remains to be done to per-
fect it. is mîîuch better than its stal-
dard. Iaiy of the fowls lia.e a
.type about midway betwecn that
of the Plymouth Rock and the
Wyandotte, which is a type indi-
.cative of excellent economic
.qualities-a type that is consistent
with the union of excellent laying
and table properties. Soie one
type, and the type indicated seens
to be as good as any, ouglit to
be insisted upon as the ideal type,
the one which will give the best
appearance to the fowl and at the
:sane time insure its greatest til-
ity. Wlatever else is sacrificed,
-utility should not be. The Rhode
Island Red lias gained its reputa-
tion upon its economic nerits. It
was originated as a profitable
fowl. Farmers have kept and
veared it in great tnmbers because

it paid better than other breeds.
And the type which vill insàure a
continuance of its best qualities is
the one which should be made the
ideal of the breed.

The sanie nay be said in res-
pect to the type of conb. Soue
one type of conb, and that the
most useful, should be selected.
Of ,the three types of conb pro-
duced, the nost useful is the pea;
and, as this is also a style of comb
different fron that of the buff
Plymouth Rock and Buff V!yan-
clotte, it is the one which will give
the breed the best chance of bu-
coning a recognized standard
breed. If the choice lay between
the .rose and the single only, the
rose, as being of greater utility
than the single, should be select-
cd. For comîb, the pea is thxex
best, the rose next, and the single
the poorest; and yet to-day the
order vould probably be reversed
in respect to the relative numbers
bred. If this be so; would
it not be a s(:rious objection to
make the change? The answer to
this question is an eiphatic no;
for there is no single feature of
a fowl which can be more easily
nodified than the conb. If it were
decreed that aIl Rhode Island Reds
should have pea-combs, in three
years the result would be practical-
ly obtained. As a farnier's fowl,
this is certainly a result to be de-
sired; for even a small advantage
to each fowl would make a very
great advantage to the breed.
Anong the fanciers who have tak-
en up thje breed the tendency at
present in breeding is against the
pea-comb, but that tendency need
not deter the farmer or practical
poultrynian who keeps fowls for
eggs and meat, and net for the
prizes whicli they nay win, from
selecting the best comb for util-
ity. It is due, however, to the
breed to state that, whatever style
of comb may eventually be select-
cd, it is a good, practical, and use-
fui farm fowl.

It would seem desirable that the
standard for color should bc so

framed that a single mating would
produce the ideal coloration in
both sexes. In most standards,
the mostbeautiful color, as it is
thought to be, is arbitrarily select.
cd for aci sex, the ,.esuIt being
tat it is necessary to nake a spec-
ial miating to produce cockerels ol
the desired color and another and
quite different nîating to produce
pullets of the.desired color. Prac-
tical men do not like to take ail
the trouble whiclh these double
natings entail. And it will be found

that wlere a double standard (i.e.,
ain ideal is souglt for eacht sex)
is made,.these double matings will
have to be resorted to. Take dt
B.P. Rock for an example. In
this brebd the ideal is to have
cockerels and pullets of one,
rather liglt shade-liglht enough
to avoid any suggestion of smut-
tiness, and dark enough to give
an impression of blue when the
plumage is viewed as a mass. The
varicty does not naturally produce
this uniformity. The cockerels
tend to run towards the lighter
and the pullets toward the darker
shades of color. To bring them
to the required unifornity, art has
to fight against nature, and spec-
ial matings for each sex have to
be made. But iii a fowl bred
chiefly for utility, art and nature
ought to be in harmnony ann
not to antagonize each other.
To do this, and so secure
the triumph of a single mating, the
standard should describe tlie high-
est ideal of one sex, and describe
as the ideal of the other sex the
bird which mated to the first vill
produce the ideal plumage. Sup-
pose the cock is selected as the
sex io be idealized. The hens
which, mated to such a cock, will
produce cockerels like him should
be made the ideal hens of the
variety. In this vay, and in this
only, is it possible to nake a stan-
dard for color in which the higli-
est standard type of both sexes
can be produced from a single
mating.

The ideal coloi of the cock ought


