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He Was.80. very. small for lns wre bha.t; the
ubller bays wholived in the same dreary
:court hiad put. the prefix to his name,. and |
now wherever he was known it was as
* Tiny Jim.’

-He was ln.me, too, nc one l\now exactly
how or- why, 1f mdeed .mybody thougiit
about it

You see, his mother lmd d1ed whu..n he .

was only” three years old, and'his futher's |
grief had been 86 terrible that, forgetful of
his old mother, whose heart was wrapped |
up in him, her only child, and forgetful of
-the frail little son, who looked so > Like his
dead wife, he’ had fled the old home and
gone to- sea,: whence. the. ‘tidings of his
denth four Christmases‘ago had: found their
wiy to the dismal -attic where the old
woman and the little boy dranged out a
forlovn existenco. v

So'it was that, as” Jim said lumqelf he |

had *no, nobady bolonﬁmg to him except
the wretched old qrandmother, whom want
~and misery had ‘driven to the fatal glnss
and' with whose’ neglecb hé was content be-
“ennse it £0° mre]y g'we wuv to- anvthmw
better.

To- mbhb huwever I doubb if a hn.ppxel'
“hénit bt L all’ Dublm ‘thanthint of Tiny.
" Jim. * It'was Christmns Bve, and this was
“the very first Christians Thehad ¢ over known
anything about, . Thete was only one little
- bit of . drawback to his: perfect ;,luducss.-
TN tell yon what it was. .

- Mission had; given an: invitation' to. every.

boy and gul present, to -, fonst aud Christ- |/ iTan
o1, Chiist b

Jmas tree k. the H-\ll

hmssmn to brmgone ar’ .
% vixbh _them. to"‘sh_”te °tl_le qlnrwus fenst'

1ny.‘}::.
2 "*,] rc

P L

WA TO qmte

linto- the-little box"of m«v-covered ‘straw that

vig, .- On'the provions.|to-
Sanday ‘the supermtenaent of the. Rajgged | Yot
W

f.\shl(met'l»smllc md becn satisfied. -
ButJrere - was-Christnia
guest: imd,” nob_cm\u,. ‘But’:thén he had a
‘nice thought. ;
said to himself:' . *I've a gobd mind fo step
nut an’ see ifr them s any thrace.of the Star
o' Bethlehein. T wo uldn! t;,be wi m bit sur-
prised-if God lighted - it ‘adin jos' to shuw
me where to look for nie Christmas frien’.’
8o down _he hobbled into ‘the dreary
street, At first he - could & sc¢e nothing but
‘wind-driven clouds rushing across the. sky,
but ns he stepped further out into the court
e almost_shouted aloud, fo theie, sure
enougls, was oue. bur beautiful stay, which
as tlwhnhter clouds ﬂ d’?cross it, ]ooked
‘just ag if it were ro:ﬂl 1, as.did that
long-ago stir for dwisotinen. - He'look-
ed at 1t long anid curn@stlys making. mental
caleulitions as to.its’ position, then, with
& dcep breath; lic returned to the doorstep.
“Jos’ as shuro ds yo live,? said hé to him=|
gelf, ‘it's shhru«rhb as 4 d:o over our own
houso. ‘
,Ho dmggad ]nmsclf wenrily . upstaurs
‘again, and then, bucnuso thio attic' was cold
and there was nothing else” to do; Tie erept
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constitutod - his bed, . nnd wonderod,- and |
wondered wlio his. guost could ‘be.: Once b
the startléd tholight’ cuing' to. lii,  *Could |
Granny be/his (‘hnsbmns guest " But.he
put the suggestion’ 'uvny ‘from hini‘at'once.
G'l)tl could niver. ha’ ‘nieiu i

nx}swn For Nad 1ok tho Star ol
T xe_u;?nt 1
ot; p]eusun t.h_ounht’c

um, undl tumed f

“f think that After”
| Tittle wor ,
cluc]\s slow]v struck twe]ve, ‘and; the’ bely‘”_ !

f from them before:

“Jewetiy,’

- Bd.ll“‘ H

~ | cliannel waters;:
"I ho had'sung the vorss over no less than

‘Bve, -and tlxe

‘1t ain’t so ml;.;hty late,’ he |-

could think of upoi ‘his’ ¢old
‘ind toes.”
“idnight,

nd' ho was“just

than usual vhc.n ‘the- gre.v.t ci

ar by began'to play ||
‘théniost e}.qmszte clmnes hehad éver heard

Thev played,’ ‘lb came, Upol 'a. mldmghb
-and - m: other Chrxstm’ts'son"s,
bat last and1oveliest 'of: 'nl ‘they -dropped |1
‘inton slow, siveet melody “that Tiny Jim’
had never licard’ bofore. ‘Helistoned en-
trineed. - The bells “were sitging to him;):

{juss to lnm, and to, nobody ¢ else in Al ‘the:
‘erowded ‘city.” He did not mow’ that that |
short;’ exquisite’” striiin" which they ‘played f

over zmd overso often, ow loud; now soft,

vas ‘one’ of the’ deepest: mspxmtmns of
: Mendc.lssolms transcendent ‘Elijah,” ‘he

only knew that by! addinic'a little note’hiere:
and omitting one “thers, e could- ‘minke it

it mosb ‘of lus best—loved ‘hymns, and ‘he

snng” Elidm over, ‘one after another; to the

rwh accompaniment of the chimes. - ‘
Onee Jie fancied he heard a sob-from the

corner “where: G nuy:lay. It was 'when he |

¢ Gut\rd the sailors tossmg
- On'the deep blue sea.’

He ]oved ‘the sailors-for his dunly-re-

“f membered fathei’'s sake, and the night be-

ing stormy, ; and he.trmw the roar " of the
mn«vlt.d with the wind,

But:when he  stopped: to
Jiimself xmst.lken, “for

rhreo tlmes.
1€ ‘though

G mn ay.with her’ back:to-him; as: she |:

Ulnight; Apparen lvus]eep. “How |
forlom shie:1oo ed, the. fitful’ moonboams
i) h

and: tbo ‘bells stopped plnym :
tq_lm'mstea ‘These were t]

‘It—w ou-cnn—not—lovc—lwr, - .
-For=her—~you—cin—pray, : - IR

" That--God,~for—tho— c.m‘—Chms(, —-suke.
May—wnsh-——hcr—sms——n—wny :
Agnin hiz heart gave a throb, :md wxbh

a &tifled sob he' threw himself upon his|

pilow. To think that in all these months

thiat he had known God. Tie hyd never-said

one. word to Him about Gmnny poor |

CGranny, who not only had.np one to Iove

her, but no oneto pray for her.. What if |,

she had died 1

*Oh, dear Gud he cx'led ‘don?t let her|
die beforo you've forgu'cn her. Mako her
SOTTY Now, Gud an’ wash her sowl whiter
‘than snow, an’ make her o} good ‘girl, for
my Jesus' sake, Do it, 1f ye plaze, dear
God.: Awen.’.

And then, with th.mt strange, half inex-

phcn.blo tenderness which so often sweeps|
‘over ‘our hearts towards those for whom'

wo pray, he slipped out ‘of bed and crossed
over to where the aged woman lay. " -
“‘Poor.. Granny,’ Te  w hispered; softly
touching the sad gray head. ~Then, as the
ne love welled up stronger in ‘his heart;
“Dear Granny,” he said, and gentlv sbroked
the withered hand tlmt Iay nearest to lum.
“Granny did not stir, - =
.‘Dear.Graniiy,’ ho gaid againy ‘you shull
‘come” wid mo “to' the: Christmas party; an’
‘be me:Christmans ‘frien’, so ye ahnll can’
Tl¥ax-God to fix it so the boys.won t]uuﬂh ’
id he leaut overand’ kmsed the wrmkled

)¢ almosbtobn
“be’ tlmt God wag-

By that time it~ s’ cl()se upon’

all his’ leg was lclun" a

¢ heujs ‘_he step,ia

“| Tiny Jim that ;day: -. For.-Jim

) cnmerI va J

g3 ttermgstumb
nlE:forgotten prayi

0;:slept; anid ghierc vas joy nthe presenc

ofthoangels od | autif

vy.tread. upon:théc nknw Lair s O
ﬂxght two’ ﬂmhts. th ﬂxghts, surely.ing
! it must; be " somebody

ey

bling* in‘every: lun
listened-for that sime, “tread ‘in; tho lmppy :
‘dedid ‘past to niistake it now; after s 8ix yeurs
‘of - silence.; - Was ; ishé. turning-to: stune 1
Shercould-nejther 'move to, open’ thie. ‘ddor,.
nor: spenk to bid the visitor enter.

- He did not- wait, however, for. his own.
heart beat-almost: as-wildly -as, the hearts.

‘within.’ . A'memént’s. pause;on.the: thresh- :
hold,;snd then the old door:fell: back upon’
its hifiges aiid there stood a great brunzed .

smlor. <. Such’ a bigsailor, and such a. be.u.u-~
iful sailor, Tiny Jim - thought, and had N0
time t6.think -any inore, for..in -» momenq
He.and Granny were clisped in -one.com-;:
;prehensive embrace’to the; broad bleasb of
thelr Clmstmns cn.llel : .

‘nigin’ pomt; wluch concer
'tlmb he wasn’t’ drowned: after,ml bub md
~returned from ‘the du')gers ‘of the éep;
cha.nged‘ nan ;
< “Liast niglit,’ ‘he concluded, “‘théte.was a-;

powerf ul say’ onthe cliannel ; We'wiis tiost” _'
‘afeared we'd niver make the: shore and I'so -
near to yez, too but qun.re enounrh, hard.
afther midnight, the ‘win’ db‘lropped :that -
suddent as T niver seen it ‘dthrop: afore,
en’ wa- shpped into harbor ]1ke an’arrow:
‘fram a buw

~‘Share, ‘an fuhher, honey, szud Tmy
Jim, wuh B gy httle smile, ‘thab waz whm
I was a singin’ of— ) Ce

" 4Guard the smlors tossing
On tiie de«.p blue sea,”

“And then, Dbecause the smlor 8, lmart was' .
too full . for ‘utternnce, he fell upon his;.
Tiiees. Granny knelt beside him,and. Tmy
Jxm, with his arms about his’ f.),ther 5 netk;:
Jjust whispered. above his | breath; Denr, ;
‘besutiful God, there's no.use- thryisi’. to’;
thank you enough. Llove you,: I]ove yon,:”
I love you.’ .And God was content,
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tht]o fear- t]mb thnt the boys at tlm nns~‘ :
sion ‘feénst would-laugh at Gramhy oriat;
ras carried: .
through the hall by a great, strong. sailor,”
who, at sight of-th :httle crutches, had ™
dashed. lns hand., aeross: his eyes, set, tham
out of’, slg,ht ‘and-lifted tlie " child - to, oh,"
‘such a snug-and ‘easy: resting-place’in lns_[
-powerful aris ; and Granny walked: beslde
‘them; stendy and siveét and g g,lnd‘ Whata.
‘béantiful; perfect tiue it- was; “And-when::
‘Tiny Jun, wearied: with/the welghh‘ £11 ln
‘joys, had falleft- asleep upon-hist father
: re'xsb the bxg sailor stépped” ug }? the
de on: and<thri

y ‘by ‘their fitliar; an

‘1f there: shduld }mppel

Joy
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