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ed from avking for relief, cither from the
Government or the Chureh, the Chureh has
pasnl the whole debt incurred by e, asount-
W to £2.00."

————

MRIT SYNOD 0F COLOMBO.—Notwith-
standing some oppoation, synadical action
has been suereesfully got an foot i one of the
most important portions of the Angly-Indun
Chugh, Ou tho 2th Septemher last, ufter
Davine Service an the Cathediad, the first Dio-
cosan Synmd of Colambo was cenvened in that
ety by Bishop Claughton, The constitution
then agreed upon presents the usual features,
thouh perhaps we should notice that, as to
ergvmen of the Unider of Deavans<, it permits
them to attend and take partin the proceed-
s, but not to vote. Un the " Status of
Synod T three resolutions were adopted :

ol That thiz Synnd, tawfully sumnnoncd
by the Bishop of the diocese, claims ta be b
reurerentiation the Chureh of tho dioceso uf
Colombe, in anion and full commurnon with
the Unmited Church of England and Irelund,
and plentiead with the siad Charch ain faith
wid dnetiie, and acknuwledgesthesupremacey
of the Sovercign and the authority of any
Syood of this Province. lawfully summoned,
1w wiich this Synod shall have been duly ro-
prosented,

*12) That nothing in theaets of thiz Synod,
or in the terms therein used. shall be held to
assinme the powers or _functions of legislating
with anv coereive juristiction, but merely as
purporting tv lay down rules, which will bind
those who expressly or by implication assent
thereto,

**13.) That this Synad disclaims any attcmnpt
to pass rules contrary o law, or to create tri-
bunals sinnlar to_those which, in countrics
where there 13 an Established Church, receive
a lexal and cvercive jurisdiction.”

The ** Declaration of Principles” passed by
the Synod, in accordance with the recommmnen-
dation of the Bishop, is identical with that of
tho Diocesan Synod of Capetows, in 1857 (and
which will be found that vear in our pages),
with but one exception.  While the Capetown
form ac knowludged the authority of thecanons
and eanstitutions of the Homeo Church, **in so
fir as the e xisting ervcurastances of tho Church
1o thin diocese perinit, without prejudice to
<arh locnl regolations as the Synod of this
diocose may hereafter lawfully make,” tbe
Deelaration of ('olombo mtroduces 2 more ex-
press recogmtion of the speaiat bond of the
provincial system, by saying instead of the
Jast clause, “until they shall nasve been alter
vd by the Synod of this Province,” lawfully
convened, in the which this diocese shall have
been duly represented.” ‘Lhe Synod degires
this Declaration to be heucoforward subseribed
by all elergy to be ordaioed in the diocese, by
all who, from England or elsewhere, shall by
the Colonial Scerctary or by any other per-
sonx, bo nominated to anv ceclesiastical office
in Ceyloo, and ulso by future bishops of the
dincese before their enthronewment.—Colunial
Church Chrontcle.

\VB roprint the following letter, lately is-
sued by the Lord Bishop ofsthe diocese,
feeling sure that it will receive from the mem-
bers of the Church that respectful considera-
tion which it deserves, both on account of the
subject »f which it treats, and tho souree frum
which it comes:—

To the Clergy and Church Wardcmq?f the
(lym.rch o, V}I:'ngland in the Diwcese of fre-
dericton.

Drar Bretiursy,—At my last Visitation of
the clorgy of this di it was prog i by
the Rev. S D L Street, and reconded by tho
Rev Canon firay, and unanimously resolved

! treme isolation is most disadvantageous to oor

—That wherens it has been stated Ly his
Lordship the Rishop in his late Chargo to the
elecgy, that the clevay and iy should
cxpress an opitmon,as towhether it isdesirable
to have the organization of a Synod in this
dneese, therefore

Lexolved.—" That bis Lordship be reqnevted
to call » mecting of the clerey and lay dele-
gates of the Chuceh to take into conxideration
the quv tion whether it be desirablo to haves
Synod or not, and if so, unler what particalar
organjization. "’ 3

Acting upon this resolution, T requeet that
on or abnut Euster Monday next, you will
swinmon a ineching of members of our Church
in your respective parishes for the purposo of
appointiog two lay delegates, boing communi-
cauts in our Church, to considor the question
of the desirableness of Synodical action in this
dincese, and to come to a_resolution on this
subject it amnceting to be held 1n St. Jubn ia
July ne of, during the sezsion of the weubery
of our Church Society. . .

Some years siuco, the m.uo‘rity of our Ves- |
tries wero of opinion, that Syvnodical action
was not desirable in thic diocese.  Since that
time, however, circumgtances have taken
place which may possibly modify, or alter the
opinion of many, N

It isnndeniabie, that Diocesan Synods baye,
been forined, and arc now_in action, in the;
great majority of Colonial Diocescs, and that,
we stand nearly alone in not exercising these
powoers, and are thereby deprived of ubpiop.
with our brethren in that respect, and it js
cqually plain, that some of the powers su€~
posed to be conferred on Colonial Bishops byj
the Letters Patent, have been prononpced)
void by a lato decision of tho Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council. We aro there-
fore placed in the character of a voluntars as-.
sociation, without thote rules and regulationsi
for our guidance which other relizious bodies,
similarly circumstanced, have thought it wise,
and desirable to make. )

The great distances at which many of _lhof
clergy and laity livo from any central poiot,
scam t(&supp!y a reason both for and againet’
a Synod. H

Oyn the one part, it may be alleged, that fe:
are able to sparc the time, or to incar the ex
pense nocessary for assembling at regularisy
tervals. 3 N i

On the other, it may be said, that oar ex-:

=
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communion, leading cach clersyman and each,
parish to consider themsclves as o WLy,
separste units, rather thap members of g cor
porate fellowship, bound by common rules:
enjosing common privileges, fechog 3 wide,
symapathy, and deriving general bepeft §rob
a common boad of union, fa
Whether Synodical action would promow
this desirable end, would drow os all more!
together. and recogmizing differences of o;;ip's
ion, wonld abate the bitterness of party spirit
it is for you to decide, The question is 20
grave and scrious, and involves so many idé
terests, that_we shall act very fooliskly, sv
very discreditably, if we do not cndeavour,
form a clear, deeded, and dispassionate)u
ment on the matter: and it is my earned
prayer that the Fountain of all wizdom 135,
enable us o to act, as not to bring dis o0
the Church, or incur His dispiéazure.

I remain, dear bratbren, i
Your foithful fricad and servant in Chrith
Joux Fanosnwt,og.;

P.8—1I reqx}cs!h ata ccniﬁetq list orfay-h;
sent to mo of th. names of toe st
chosen, oitber through the Deans Ruﬂi&"{
soparntely, as you may judge osk._s:ll !
if no delegates be chosen in any pansh. 'lln:h’
be informed of the fact. Duo notico _WIJ “-
given of theplaco and timo of meeting1d “j
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