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once afloat ivas speedily and greedily taken up by the race> and
wvith the exception of a few rare and choice spirits, it has been
liaunted ever since. This view needs no criticism: It assumes
that men are generally fools, and there is nothing, to do but to
return the compliment."

Frederick Harrison (Vintee'ntk ntu. 1880) has alosaid,
«'that it is a mnistakze in presumiingr that religion is a mnorbid

growth of the human rind-a weakness bred of ignorance or
inaction." He speaks of ail such explanations as -"sligrht and
shallow; " for he continues, " humnan nature, under thie inilui..ie
of its deepest sentimients-veneration, adoration and devotion-
riscs up f£rom time to time and snaps their Nvebs like tow; thie
instinct of feeling is paramount as well as indestructible, and
philosophy and politics are in turn confounded by ïV"

In the language of an able writer on Comparative TlieoIo,(y.
we Mnay sa-y that:

«It answers our vurpose equally well to sicie with Malebranche, Schell-
ing, Coleridge and Cousin, who pronounce thiese first ti-uths of religion to bc
strictly and purely inftdtions;, or, with the early philosuphers, the scholas-
tics of the middle ages, and theologians of modern tirnes, wlio sa>- thcey are
di.scerncd1 15), Me lighft of natzzre; or, with Descartes, and bis schiool, who
assume tl>at they arc comakizl witli thie soul ;or withi Dr. Reid and the
Scottish school, whio interpret theni as tiie ground of commnzv sense; or
with Dugald Stewart, J. S. 'Mili and Herbert Spencer, who account for themn
upon the ground of a.fr.ncc<d tisso<$zfttin ita ceinzo/ be t;z-rcc7ynze or

Whatever account we inay accept, the grreat, indisputable
fact is ever before us in its rnnst imposing form, that these
ideas exist, and no cmpty gue, s orseuainca xli hn

away. And now the inquiry may lie riaised as to the reliabilitv
of these ideas. Are these religious conviction,; of humanitv
substantial and authoritative, or somethingr mythical and inus-
leading? Are t.hey magetic mockerieýs of the brain, or funda-
mental and constitutional perceptionx of the ,;OUI?

H1. Spencer bas sadthat the best criteri-on of truth is " the
inexpugnable persistence in consciousness." And again ho bas
remitrked that.:
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