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REV. DR. TlIlIO SON,*

A1 lh1or o.f -'llie I.qnd a nd Ihi- )l"otk."

1RV. %V M. T113O.N, D.P>.

TuE Rev. WVni. MIN. Thomuson, D.D.,
whose death occuirred last year at Denver,
Colorado, in the eighity-ninth year of liis
aie, was bora at Springdale. Ohio, De-
ceuliber :31st, 1806. Hoe entered Prince-
t-on Theologicatl Seminary in 1829, but loft
iii 1831 before graduation, and went ta
Syria as a nuissionary of the Anerican
Board iii 1832, arriving at Beyrout Feb-
ruary 24th., 1833. He was activelv con-
uiected w'ith mission wvork in Syria for a

1 îeriod of forty-tbree years uxîtil 1876,
wlhen lie loft Syria, and after a sojourai in
Scotland rettamned ta the Uinited States.
l'util 1870 ho ivas connected witb the
Aunexîcan Board. Since that date Dr.
Tluomsouî's official conmection lias been
witli the Preshyterian Board of Foreign
Missions, unitil bis final retirexuent in
1876. Sixice bis return he publislîed iii
1880-86 the enlarged edition of " The
Lifflx and the Book," a work whichi lias
licou of great value auid service to al

hivers of the Bible, and wviff
'vhichi bis naine will always lae
i(leftihied.

1-is fathier, 1kv. J.llî '17lionu-
SoI>, IiIid a15(> lus ruother, were
of Scotchi-rIsli descent, and re-
niovedl to Ohio front Kentucky
whiex Ciuncinnati was only a fort.

Dr. Thomsoni nuuu'ned Miss
Eliza Nelsonî Haiîxua, of New
York, before hiis depau'ture foi-
Syria. 1%rs. Tfhomsonî (lied ii
1834. He subseîjcit]y imnrried
the widowv of a former English
Consul in Syrn, who lso (lied a.

S few years before Dr. Thonmson
tV inally loft Syria. The circuxui-
stances oif the deathi of Iiis first
wife were trai. tl)pecî
tliat soon after bis arrivai ini
Beyrout lie ivent ix> 1834 to J cru-
saleon>. It was at the tiiîne of the
disturbances incident to a rebel-
lion against tie iron mbl of Mo.1-
lutninied Ali. Dr. Thomnson lad
occasion to leave ,Jerusalemn for a.
short journey. Duninft bls ab-
sence lixe wàs arrested~ aud iii-
prisotied by Ibrahiani Pasha, w'hi
could not hc niade to understand
the funiction of a rniissioniury, bur,

took, huai for a spy. While Dr. Thomson
w.as thusdletainied, Ibrahlian iPashai inarch cd
upon .Jerusalinî, anud, takzing avnig
of -an earthiquakc, assaulted the city and
captured it. Mrs. Thiomson, wvith lier
infant in lier aris (noiv the well-known
Dr. WVilliamî H. Thomson, of New York),
took refuge iii a vault. A falling stone
nearly crushed the babe. Mrs. Thomson
SOMn after became deliriousa~nd w;us found
iii tis state by Dr. Thomnson o1> Iiis
return to ,)erusalexn. She (lied ivhi]e
still delirious axîd wvas buried af. J erusalem.

Dr. T1homuson returned î:o Beyraut,
wbere lie resided (lurincg most of bis mais-
sionary life in Syria. fIe particil)atedl ix>
iny stirring scènes during the civil wvars
of 1841, 1845 and 1860. In the war of
1845, throughIibis 1)ersouial influence anid
courage, theê village of Abeih), illed ivitli
refugrees, wvas saved froin a massacre. Dr.
Thomson wvas himsehf shot at whihe carry-
ixug a f lag of truce. Ia the disturbances
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