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The story of the early centuries of

the Christian era will ever continue
to be the most important and most
interesting chapter in the history of
the rýace. It was a grand transition
period. Old thigs were passing
away, and ail thinga were becoining
new. ?aganism, like a rotten tree,
was hollow at the hearb and totter-
ing to its fail. The world, weary
with wvaiting for the healer of its
woes, hailed with joy the Divine
Teacher whlo brouglit life and
imniortality to light. The new
and world-ag,,itating ideas of Chris-
tianity were everywvliere renovtn
society. The old faitlis were=dn
out of the firmament of human
thought. The old gods wvere teeling
on their thrones. It was the heroic
period of the Christian Churcli. She
%vas girdling herseif, like a noble
athiete, for'the conquest of mankind.
Slie ivas engaged in deadly struggie
ivith paganisnx for the possession of
the race. On the side of the latter
were ail tIse resources o! the empire
-the victorious legions, tise treas-
ures of the East and West, the
prestige of power and splendeur, a
vast hierarchy, an ancient and vener-
ated national religion, and, xnost
potent ally of aIl, the corruptions
and lusts of the evil heart e! nian.
To these Ohristianity opposed the
omnipotence of its divine principles
-its fervent love, its sublime virtue,
its lieroic self-satcrifice-and they
proved victorious. In this conflict
both evil and good were breuglit
into strongest relief and most
striking contrast. Persecution was
kzindled to intensest rage against tise
new faithi; but Cliristianity nerved

itself to suifer ii a quietness of
spirit aIl that the 1vrath of nman wvas
able to infiict. Nay, the heur of its
sorest trialiwas that also of its noblest
triumnph. A moral Hercules eveil
in its infancy, around its cradie were.
strewvn the strangled serpents of
heathien superstitions, vain philoso-
phies, i3ud pernicious heresies.

Ever since tiserevival of learning,
tîsis periodl lias been the subject of
exhaustive study by successive gene-
rations of critical seholars. It lias
beeîs the battle-grounld fought ove,
inch by inch, by orthodox and sc--p-
tical polemnies. .Its contemporary-
literature lias been the arnioury
which hias furnished weapons býoth
for the attack and the defence of 'the.
truth. The names of Fabricius,.
Mosheim, Echard, Bingham, Cave,
King, Jortin, Milner, Milnian, ee-
ander, Gieseler, Schaif, Killen, Lea,.
Merivale, Gibbon, Strauss, Blaur,
Renan, and Lecky, do not exhaust
the list of tîsose who have gleaned
-rich harverts in these, oft-reapedl
fields. Our author will not suifer by
comparison with even the chiefest of
these great liglts of literature; and.
for perspicuity and elegance of style,
skill in grouping, warnsth of colour-
ing, and picturesq ueness of detail, hie-
is scarcely equalled by any of them.
He lias proved that, treated by the
hiand of a master, the interest of the.
subject le not exliausted. The more-
accurate processes of inquiry em-
pIoyed by nmodern criticismn have
dssipated many errors snd developed.

many new trutlis. The recent dis-
covery o! long-lost writings o! thse.
period, and theé study of its monu-
mental evidenctj ini the Catacombs
and eisewhere, assist us te rehzi-bii-
tate the past, and te, ceniprehiend its.
spirit better than modern writers
havér hitherto beon able.

A4xchdeacon Farra-r possesses in the
highest degrees tise qualities requisite.
for the nuble tasic lie hias undertaken.
He unites, ln unusual wvediock, a.
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