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of the Church.  Of this system the fundamental principle is that the power of
the keys ig, by the Lord Jesus Christy vested primarily and essentially in the
Cnthofi(z or Universal church, whieh * consists of all those thronghout Ifw world
that profess the true religlon, togetl.or with thewr children, and s the kingtowm
of the Lord Jesus Cluist, the house and family of God” The powers thus
attributed to the Choreh at large, are a common investinent for the benefit alike
of all the memburs.  These hold their interest inat, not by a joint, bus wevorg]
title; so that where distance, diversity of nation, or other cause, preclides a
comnmon organiation and joint useof i 8 privilege g, those who can thus aswoe ate
are fully endowed with all the prevagaiives of the ke ye, and nssured of t'ie pro-
sence and sanction of the Flead of the Chureh, to theit proper exereise of ¢ cles
sinstical fanctions.  Ministorinlly, these functions are exercised by officers whose
several qualifieations and duties ave dufined in tie Seriptures 1 and who are calied
and designated to thizservice by the Chur b, acting nnlder the p omise | gui lanee
of the Spirit of Christ, leading her to the choice of sueh persons ns he has qua-
litied and prepared for her service.  Thus, the powers excereised by church offi-
cery, are not theirs primarily and essentiully, but caly mediately and represon-
tativeiy.  In their several splicres they minister in the vame of the Church,
acting us its representatives, and under respon<ibility to its ultimate authority,
 Unto the Catholic visible church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles and
ordinanc s of God, for the gathering and perf ctivg of the saints in this life, to
the end of the world.”

The services which the ordingry exigencies of the Church and its members
demand are of two kinds, namdy—pmtorul care and supervision of the flock of
Christ; aud the management of temporalities. 1llence arise two classes of
ofticers,—elders or bishops, who, according to their several gifts and qualifica-
tions, labor in word and doctrine, and in the exerciso of government and disci-
pline ;—and deacons, whose office it is to take charge of the temporal affairs
and dispense the charities of the Church. Altl 01gh the functions and services
of these officers appeitnin to the Church at lirge, yot as their labors are
ordinarily, by the nature of the case, confined to specific ficlls of more or less
limited extent, so are they ¢:lled and set apart to their work through the iuter-
vention of particular congregations, or associations of them; in this, as in all
other proceedinge, acting under the constant supervision and corrective authority
of the whole bo.ly; to whose final decision all disputed questions of whatever
kind are ultimately brought.

The number, names, and particular distribution of functions, in the series of
courts which normally grow out of these principles, are entirely immaterial to
the integrity of the Reformed system. They are determined, according to the
exigencies of cach particular ease, by what is found requisite, in order to the
exercise of an efficient and active supply and supervicion of every part of the
body. The Scotch church possessed as pure and complete an organization,
when it had no intermudiate court between the chureh session and the General
Assembly, and our American church, when it had only ti:e sessions subordinate
to the general presbytery, or when the latter body had interposed a system of
clussical presbyteries between it and the sessions, as does either body as now
expauded, with its gradation of scssions, presbyteries, synods, and General As-
sembly. The Waldensian church does not fall below the purest standard of
Presbyterian order, because its organization contains but the two elements of the
parochial session and the synod ; nor, on the other hand, would it involve any
deviation from the same standard, should our church in the United States find
it expedient to interpose a system of provincial synods between the particuiar
synods row existing, and the supreme court. In this respect the principles
which control the system are,—unity in the body, the source of all the func-



