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The hast Sensational Drama.
Mr. Odear Wilde's last titerary effort,

the drama known as *“ Lady Winder-
‘mere's Fan,” about which the critles
ditfered av widely on ity appearance on
the bourds in Fondon, has been recent-
1y introduced to New York audiences.
The author is perhaps one of the most
jugenious advertisers that lhus ever
visited this side of the Atluntie. Dur-
ing his former stay in New York he was
th observed ol all observers in the
street, and in the clubs und dfuwiog-
rooms. He allowed hix hajr to grow
long, wore knee-breeches, and was wont
to 2xpress Limseif in

* Utter platitudes

1u stained gluss attitudes.”

Mr. Wilde is still the apostle of
benuty among a certmn set in London,
whe are dubbed by the scoffers as the
clirowo-literury-set, and the discussjon
about him aud s writjngs have
brought abous a state of apfairs that
wany an abler man must seck for in
vain, aand whieh even money caunnot
buy. Mr. Wilde is a versatile geniuy
as he has shown by his elforts o -terly
with bLrush ang pencif, and in other
higl art attempts. It will not be un-
interesting to vur readers to have some
thorough knowledge of * Lady Winder-
mere's Fan,” as 1t is pot among the
improbabilitjes that 1t muy be pro-
duced in Moutreal in the course of some
little time. This drama js o Comedy of
manuers, supposed to be London mman-
ners, mnd whether Mr. Wilde draws his
types from uiature or not, he has sue-
ceeded in wmaking an amusing play,
whice [alls short of rea) value only be-
cause of an exceedingly improbuable
piot. ‘The author is & muster of cpi-
gram.

Whether his paradoxes mean anything or
uot, they sound exceedingly woll, and
when enunciated with great care by com-
netent actors it is no wonder that the au-
diencc think that there must be some-
thing wonderfully deep Lehind them ; it is
another illustration of Bunthorne’s verse
in “Patience ” in whick he exclaims “If
thi» yovug man ie too deep for me what a
. ve1¥ deep young man this deen young man

must be.”

The actors reel of these paraoxes, bits
of epigram and repariee as if they were
. fuli of wondrous meaniug, and perhap+
they are. At the moment they sounl a-
masingly well and the audience is de-
lighted. In * Ladv "Windermere’'s Fan ™
there are hut one or two epigrams that
pow impress me as worth quoting. One
of these was the defiaition of a cynic as
some who knows the grice of evervthing
ond the value of notuing, which is ad-
mirsble of its kind. Another bit ot bright
cthazacterization was thnt of a woman whe
wa? said to have not only a past. hut

«THR ENTIDOTEW#

dosen of them. This j« the sort of thing
tbat makes the sudience think that there
i1 a great deal in *' Lady Windernere's
Fan'"

THE IMPOSSIBLE PLOT,

¢ ludy Windermere s Fan ” is 80 extraor-
dinary & production, from u dramatic
Lo nt of view, that the story is wvorth tell-
ing. Lord Windevmere is a man of wealth
and position, who has warried o poor gir)
of unknown parentage. Lady Windermere
believes her mother to be Jead, She is the
Jdasughter of a woman wko deserted her
hrsband and child wien the latter war
«fili ap infant to run away with a lover
whe proved faithless. The woman had o
Iurd time of it for years and had lost all
tzack of her child. When the play opens
Lond Windermere has been approached by
tLe mother of his -vifo, who declares that
sh - 1ust have help ia regaining & position
in society. As the price of this belp sho
will keep silence as to the parentage of
fud; Windermere. She needs snoney and
social position. Lord Windermere can give
hes the oue and Lady Windermere itho
other. She promises that if she succeeds
in carrying out her plauns, which include
wutringe with s certaw {diotic young tord,
ehe will Jisappear from tieir world alto-
gether and trouble thom no wmore. She
Lae led rather a wild afe of it durivg the
last twenty vears and ©  tired of it.

THE FIRST ABERRATION.

Here begin: the absutd vart of the play.
Iustead of telling his wife the true sti te
o¢ affairs, lord Windermere, in order to
sL.cld her from pain, virtually accepts the
mouther’s proposition. e establishes the
woman in a handsome house i London,
wivee her all the moncy she needs for a
fuawious life and propares to help her
social aspirations by introducing her to
scerety at a ball in bis own hoase. Uu-
fortunately for this hittie scheme. the news
oi his devotiou or apparent devotion io
ibi. Mrs. Erlynne, who is still a beautiful
weian, ol course, reaches his wife’s cars.
somt of her dear friends ju society come
tv condole with her aud co.wtort her over
ths fact that her husband is supposed i
Y 1uining himsel! for Mrs. Erlynue. The
vcwng wife at first refuses to believe the
reports 3 they have beea marrted but three
yeors and her husband has been wholly
Jdevoted to her. At least she thinks #o.

A PRIVATE CHECK BOOK LEFT OPEN.

Bui the wife's suspicions having been
arouged she began to look around for
11007 of anything wrong, aml as TLord
Windermere is careful to leave his nrivate
check book wlhere any boiv can esamine
it. she finds that, sare enouglh. he has been
vaviug thousands of nounds to this woman
of very questionable reputation, whose
unme he has never montioned to her.
Very natarally Lady Windermore is out-
raged eud indignunt. She nakes a sceue
witl lier hysbanl ang throws the check

bock in his face. I a man had bLesn so
iilotic as to begiu euch ar oxtraordiuaty
vices of folly it is eviaent thut ho would
rown sce the idiocy of ¢ and would tell his
wife the truth. But lord Windermore
acex nothing of the kind. He got ouly
1etuser to say why he lavishea large sumk
uf money upon & woman his wife does nog
hnow but he insists thut Mes. Erlyaue
shul? be invited to a great ball the Winv
dermeres are to give. Th's is too much
fo L dy Windermere ‘/he refuses point
bian} to send the invitation, whereupon
tl husband decides to send it himeelf,
netwithstunding that Lady Windermers
thicatens to make a scandal should Mrs.
Eisvane appear, aud to break in her faco
. certain costly fan that she has juet re-
coved as a birthday preseant from her hus-

Lanou
A FATUOUS CHARACTER.

l.ont Windermere is an incompreheusible
rereor to the ond.  He not only hriugd
M1t Erlynne to his.wife's ball, but intro-
cucet lhier to lots of people who prowmptly
fuin upon her a cold shoulder, but pays
devoted attention Lo her himsell. Lady
W\ :ndetmere is so overcome with rage and
wertification that she has noc the courage
to carry out her threat. 8he wakes up
Ler mind to revenge hersell in another
way There is a certrin titled roue. Lord
Darlington, who Las bheen persecuting her
for scine months with his attentious, and
telling her how devoted lher husbaud is to
Mrs Erlynue. Darlington hopes to profit
wher the explosion comex, and secing that
L.y acheme is ripe, he iuvites Lady Win-
Jormere to fly with him for the Continent.
At this yvoint Ladv Windermere shows
the: her husbaud hue no moaopoly ao far
u¢ extraordinary behaviour goes, for she
Lieten~ quietly, to the propcaal and al-
though e rejects it at first is evidently
inc hined to think it over. She watches her
hiebazd during the evening. and at last
cr mee to the conclusion that the town
talk has done him no injustice. He has
ovidently ceased to love her, and is en-
tirelx under the control of this woman.
Lody Windermere resolves upoun her re-
venay @ she will accent Darlington's ofier
aw! ehe writes a hurried note to ber hus-
band telling bim that she has left Eng-
isn ! with his friend Zord Darlington.

WOMEN HIDI AND MEN TALK.

‘This is no more than Windermero de-
serves. Mrs. Eriynne happens to find the
letters left by Lady Windermere and opens
it. She resolves to save her danughter if
she can apd hurries after her to Darling-
ton's house. She finds her there, and
without telling her who she is convinces
her of the enormity of the step she has
taken and induces her to return home.
But before the woinen can escape, a party
of men, including Darlington, Winder-
mere, Lord Loftus, the young noodle
whom Mrs. Erlynue wishes to marry,



