
A Modest Home antd its Lovely Surroundings
jCTONI: \VALLS," sings seven-

tecnthl century Lovelace, "do not
a prison iinakle ;' nor do four

stone or brick or wood walis malce a
home. Apart froni the inner condition.,
constitutiflg a hoine, the surroundingb
.tre nn important ciernent in niaking a
ln>use a home. Thc gratüdest building,
withiott apt environnment, is like a

diamond wvthout its setting, wvhichi, lit-
tingly joined, l3cnvcnuto Cllini, regard-
cd as converting a miere prccious stone
int a jewcl, giving it its fulîl beauty
value. Surrounding a bouse %vith trees,
and pianted and tendcd grounids, as far
as the external elemnent goes, miakes it a
home in a reali, and, in proportion to
the skihl and taste cmployed, beautiful

The home-making enviroient of ai
houise rnay vary, according bo condi-
tions and f.icilities from a tiny lawvn,
the size of a dining table, to a sweepiig
cx\paýnse of grounds, cadi elfective or
othervise, according to trcatinnt.

For a sniall or nicdiunm sizcd arca the
formai or Itahtat systenm of gardening-
using tîxe word in ils wvidest nieaning-
i% ii better adaptable. Tlic more pic-
itircsclue and homnely way o! natural gar-
dcning is miore, if flot cxigcntly adapt-
able, te larger grounds. The natural
ivav is to follow, and at the saine timie
,hiiiet aind, inprove upon nauesway,
hJI .daptingr it to conditions and desircd
restilts. Nature, in planting lier trocs
and shrubqs. zever places then,iliymet-
rically; she neyer shows the bad baste
of "iiî.atching" a siirub or flowcr %vitl
nc -31 tîxe sanie kind. If thc good Lord
%ver, planting rose busbcs, Ile wvouldni't
plate cOne on eacb side o! a liousc en-
tran. t, as stiff and formi ris two grena-

idicr,, on gaurd at the door of a royal

drawing rooni. Nature shows infinite
varicty wvith exquisitc; bcauty of cffcct iii
lier placing of plants, flowers or trccs.
Thereforc, if wvc %vould succcd in niak-
ing an effective floral or arborcal setting
for a rcaidencc, on tl2C nattriru plan, we
inust study to follow naturc's wvay.

One of the two or threc main essen-
t4ils iii a garden or grouinds of this kiid

is trees, and space perinitting, tbe bigger
and tbc niost fittingly place<l the bet-
ter. Trees are tîxe first conc.ition of a
house setting. They give dignity and
a sense o! repose, wvith their "ca.ini
slîade that brings a kindred calm." Mrs.
1lenans' "sbabcly boniîns o! England"
owc their charni bo ''the taîl, ancestral
trees" that niake it a "pleasant land."
Trecs sliould surround the liouse ana

acrounds likie guarclian sentinels and rnot
too licar it-to shut out the vital sua-
light-and triimnnxcd hii su tliat suit-
lighit and air have Irce play consistent
w'iîl shmde and slter :mt sonie tine of
tlîe day, and wvitli thC growth of gerass
-nid other things.

Another essential cond(itioni of naîttre's
i.,tar(en-nizakiing plan is a lawn of good
turf, flot iiccessatril> inathemnatically
level, like 'a bowling green, but smnooth
and, at ail tinies, neatly grooniied-ais in
nature, a conipanion idea to rus in urbe;
the faircst beatity of face would bc spoil-
cd if the face wcre not kept dlean.

In Aie natural scienic of doing îlîings
a Iawvn Is not zi mure uniforrn stretcli of
sward, but a pa.;ce for plantirg trecs and
slirubs and l10w Crs, corrcsponding to the
trees or clump, of trcs and slirtmbs of
varied sizes and groupings that niake
the divcrsity and beauîy of a landscape,
wvhich wvithout theni would be a «'flat,
stale and uviprofitable" stretch of irk-
sorte verdure.

The beauty and homnely effect of tlie
placing singly or iii groups of shrubs
and flower plots, dcpend upon fldelity to
:,ature's wvay of doing these things. Dont
in this wvay, tle arrangement o! turf,

trees, shirubs ,and fiowvrs-if studied ab-
sence of systeni and sytnnîetry cati be
called arrangcmcnt-will have a strikz-
ingly beautiful, anmd artistically naturai
resuit.

Given ti.e bouse and suitable gr. and,
and a few forttunately planted old trees,
surprising resuilts cati be got at trifiing
cost in nioniey--onilv a little, or rather, a
great deal, of loving care and cxercise
of comnion sense, or wvhat is rarer, cul-
tured sense of thc beauittifuil.

'rite pictures acconipanying illustrate,
to a necessarily linmited extent, the
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