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W"y We Prune *
Pro. J. C. Whîtten, Colege of ýAriCuture,, Columbîa, Missouri

management of fruit trees
s no other factor is of greater
t or more significant than that
on of country has a shape or
:s own to which each kind of
de to conform. We are struck
erences between the low-grow-
trees of the central-west and
nes on the Atlantic coast; we
he dense heads, or branching
the west, and the more open,

ng heads of the east. Stili
ing are the espaliered trees of
?hose limbs are often trained
bs of a fan, in flattened form,
Illis or against the sunny side
Each of these different systems
), or shaping is a nieans of

system aids in accomnplishing the same
purposes which are sought through, the
adoption of the low head.

In the various sections of the world
where fruit growing is carried on, sonie
intermediate formi between the two above
extremes is adopted to adapt the height
and density of the bead of the tree to
climatic influences. Near tie Atlantic
coast, where there is brighter sunlight,
more wind and less moisture than in
western Europe and yet less sunlight,
Iess wind and more moîsture than in the
continental climate of the west, thc mid-
dle ground is adopted with respect to
height and density of the head of thc
tree.

In extreme continental climates, the
low, dense head is in keeping with the

Ten Years in Advance
Iamn glad Uiat THE CANAI>IAN

HORTICULTURIST devotes more
space than formerly to the grow-
ing of flowers, in which I arn
much intere.stf-d. 1 nm ce-1-no

merely shaping the tree to adapt it to
climatic conditions must be taken into
consideration. Fruit trees may be said
to expend their energies in two ways-
by producing wood growth and by pro.
ducing fruit. It is a weIl known fact
that a fruit tree rnay sometimes grow
with exceeding luxuriance and fail to
produce fruit. In fact, too much wood
growth and leaf growth is opposed to
fruitfulness. The orchardist often says
of a vigorous tree that it is "running to
wood growth" instead of to fruit. Any-
thing which tends to check this exces-
sive vegetative activity usually Uirows
the tree into bearing, or favors reproduc-
tive activity. On the other hand, the
production of -a heavy crop of fruit

veen vegetative
ity (or wood
on) may in part
pruning. ,If a
back or by re-

ches in winter,
iccelerated dur-
,y season. If a
iormally would


