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Rock in the river, and further delay was oeeasioned by the neeessity
of protecting it in these directions. Deserters continued to arrive
daily from the zrion, fromn whom some important information was
obtained miged, however, with much that was false and J
exaggerated.

Aiready the besiegers were considerably distressed for want Of
provisions and inilitary stores, owing to the difficulties of transport
and the blc>ckade of their vessels in the Niagara. Finding, that there
was littie prospect, of accompishing any furthiér service on Lake
Ontario for some time, Captain Dobbs joined General Drummondl
with two hundred seamen and marines. The remainder of De
Wat-teville's Regiment was also ordered up fromn Fort George with à.
the intention of attempting an assaffit as soon as a breaeh was
declared practicable, the battalion companies of the 41st bigsent
away to replace them ini that garrison. The appearance of the
American squadron, however, caused the detention of the 82d liegi-
ment at York and Burlington for the protection of those places.

General Gaines continued to strengthen Lis works and inateri-
ally increased his force by calling in small detachtnents fromn the
nearest military pr,ýts A resolute attempt was. also, made to assemble '

an auiliay force of Indians and :militia. On July 29th General
Peter B. Porter bad attended a meeting of Indian chiefs at Buffalo at.
which he urg-ed themn to exert their influence to induce their warriors
to rejoin the American army, and sucz-eeded in persuading them to
send messages to that effeet to ail the neighbouring villages. la
consequence a considerable nurnber of Indians assembled in >Buffilo
on August 7th, but although they announeed their willinýgness to,
zemain at Blaok Rock for the defence of tbat place, they steadfastly
declied to cross the Niagara.

Meautime the most movîn-g appeals haïd been addressed Lo the
Governor of the State of !New-York, to despatich a strong force of
militia to the relief of the beleagueredl garrison.

"le it possible Generai Porter wrote on August 9t.h, " that the
State of New York wMl sit, with hier arms foelded aa Ù« see this army,
deserving a better fate, sacri.fioed ? WiLh 3,000 men, which, had there
been any patrictismn in the conntry wonld have been with us beforn
this time, wo shorald not only be relieved but wenhightwUhJ ortcity
capture the whole British arnly in thirty days:"

A few days later the first draft; of one thousand m'en from Major-
(General HaU'is division, under. Iàeut-Colouel Mlicah Brooks, aetwa]y
arrived in Buffal, but staadfastly dedlined to cross the river
uander any circumatances. The old batteries on the higli bank of the
river àbovýe B!ack Rock were repaired a.nd armed -with long guns bo


