1666~ 68] RELATION OF 1666-67 27

CHAPTER IX.
OF THE MISSION TO THE POUTEOUATAMIOUEC.

§¢ HE Pouteouatami are a people speaking the
T Algonquin tongue, but in a dialect much
harder to understand than that of the Outa-

ouacs. Their country lies along the Lake of the
Ilimouek — [86] a large Lake which had not before
come to our knowledge, adjoining the Lake of the
Hurons, and that of the Stinkards, in a Southeasterly
direction. These people are warlike, and they
engage in Hunting and Fishing. Their country is
excellently adapted to raising Indian corn, and they
have Fields covered with it, to which they are glad
to have recourse, to avoid the famine that is only too
common in these regions. They are extremely idola-
trous, clinging to their ridiculous legends, and are
addicted to Polygamy. We have seen them all here,
to the number of three hundred men bearing arms.
Of all the people with whom I have mingled in these
regions, they are the most docile, and the best dis-
posed toward the French. Their wives and daugh-
ters are more modest than those of the other Nations,
[87] They observe among themselves a certain sort
of civility, and also show it toward strangers — which
is rare among our Barbarians. Once when I went
to see one of their elders, his eyes fell upon my shoes,
which were made after the French fashion; and
curiosity moved him to ask leave to take them, in
order to examine them easily. Upon returning them



