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MECHANICS’ INSTITUTES AND
PUBLIC QUESTIONS.

One of the most prominent def:cts in the
- debates of Mechanics’ Institutes in the present
day is the parrot-like imitation, in both sub-
jeot and argument, of older institutions of
similar character. It may be very necessary
to know whether the Duke of Weilington was
a greater general than Napoleon—whether
astronomy bas been productive of greater
benefits than geography—or whether monar-
chical government is better adapted to the
human family than republicao—but unfortus
nately we have all heard these things dis~
cussed from our boyhood. There is no more
benefit to be derived from such debates, if
backneyed arguments can merit the appella-
tion, than there is in a recitation of a child’s
primer. If Mechanics’ institutes are to be of.
any use they must approach the practical--
they must abandon the old worn-out argu-
ments of worn~out subjects and take up the
living questions of the day, where there is
some possibility of obtaining originality of
thought. The Victoria Mechanics’ Institute
has been heretofore too muck wedded to the
imitative faculty to be of much service to its
members or the public; but the last de~
bate affords us bope of - an agreeable
change. When we see a question which is
agitatiog the public mind made the subject
of a general controversy we are induced to
think that the usefulness of the Institute is
very much increased. The late discussion oo
Union and Free-port did not bring cut any~
thing absolutely new, but it has nevertheless

- union and a uniform tariff. Any continued

who talk of Free-port agaiost Union are vire
toally putting this $300,000 sguiost the
British Columbian $1500,000. They are
even more foolish ; for while there is nothing
to show why our exports to Californin should,
under a uoiform tariff with British Columbia
decrease, there is everythiog to show that if
union be not immediately consummated our
British Columbia trade will be in spite of all
the Free-port policy in the world taken from
us. There is but one policy, and merchact as
well as mechavic must accept it, and that is

separation, or any such bybrid union as the free
port party have begun to talk aboat, would
be ruinous if one or other could be carried
out. As union, however, is bound to come,
and as the free port is bound to go, it is
simply baying at the moon to attempt serix
ously to oppose the inevitable.

THE COMING ELECTION.

‘fo THE EDITOR 0% THE BRITISH CoOLONIST.
Sir,—In this morning’s Chronicle I noticed a
letier signed * One Interested,” in reference
to the election for Metchosin Distriet, which
asserts that Dr. Ash is not sufported by the
Hudson Bay Company. As not only the
« Speaker ”’ but a late high.ex-officio mem
ber of the Company has been canvassing for
the doctor for the last two or three days, the
correspondent of the Chronicle must be in
error. Notwithstanding the powerful influence
brought to bear, I bave litsle doubt but that
the electors will see it to be their interest to
return Mr. Elliott by a large majority.

It is moreover quite palpable to the most
casual observer that the communication re-
ferred to has a Hudson Bay odor about it
intended to deceive the voters by making the
candidate sail under false colors.

Fairpray,

Tue Sreax-Fisa.—The trial of the last
experiment in shipbuilding may be looked

produced a beneficial effect—by at.racting
much more attention to the subject. It is
better to hear even a foolish man talk than to
be in perpetual silenge; for the veriest
babbler may at some time or other suggest to
the minds of his auditery an idea worth con«
gidering. We have said there was nothing ab-
solutely new brought out in the discussion ;
but by this we do not mean to imply a total
absence of novelties in the controversy, but
rather that there was no legitimate point
made either pro or con, that has not been
already produced. It is very true we had
tbe rather extraordinary statement adduced
that #he ability of the people of Vancouver
Island anod British Columbia was not suffi-
eiently up to the mark to govern the two
colonies when united—but this showed not
g0 much a reason against union on the part
of the speaker as a firm belief in the doctrine
of heaven-born-statesmen and kings by right
divie. We have always labored under the
almost universal idea, but now  unfortunstely
a delusion, that tbere never yet was an Eng-
vellsweighed assertion, however, of the gen.
tleman who opened the discussion on Thurs-
‘day evening we shall give up our confidence
in the Anglo-Saxon race, and wish for the
good old days when men’s Leads and pockets
were in the holy keeping of the ruler of the
land.
The most practical remarks made in the
discussion were those of Mr. Garrett, who
has confirmed by a recent tour in British Co-
lumbia what we bave maintained from the
outset,—that beyond New Westminster the
great cry is for union of the colonies. Every
day is bound to mske that cry more potent,
and bring the great question to a speedier
issue. What is desirable and what is want-
ing is unanimity of sentiment in Vancouver
Island. “In things essential harmony.”
Let our merchants once and forever
throw overboard their storm . attracting
Jonah ; let them banish the free port from
their minds, and all will yet be well.
To talk of Legislative union with British
Columbia, and an abserce of duties on Van-
couver [sland is to talk of amalgamating oil
and water. The thing is so absurd that we
are astonished that reasonable men could be
found to advocate it even for a moment.
Had it been possible to unite the two colos
nies under these diverse systems of taxation,
the thing would have been done long ago.
It was the: Free-port, and it alone, that al~
ways stood as a stumbling-block in the way.
If; however, we are inclined to doubt the wis..
dom of the men who faney that the Free~port
can be retained with union, how much more
to be questioned is the reason of those who
would attempt. to balance the advantages
we derive from the Free~port with those
we would derive from uniosn. - Our exports
of imported goods,” we said in an article in
January last, “ amount "to the insignificant
figure of $807,343. When it is considered
that Puget Sound, with the enormously high
United States tarift, exports to us of its own
produce nearly as large an amount—$279,870
-~—our commercial pretensions are indeed piti-
fal. It is to British Columbia—to our domes-
tic connexions and them alone—that we are
indebted for customers for our imports.”” Such
was our language then, and it is the same
now. British Columbia is our great cus~
tomer ; let her trade be swept from us and
Victoria as a commercial port might wind
up her bosiness. —Take away, on the
_other  hand, the petty export trade to
California_and elsewhere, and how many
men in the community would be .af-
affected by the circumstance? Yet the men

{is the greatest pace ot our quickest sea-~

| ciated by our citizens.

for in a few weeks. Mr. Wynan’s steam
yacht, commonly known as the *‘ Cigar Ship,”
is now nearly ready for launchiog, and a
very high rate of speed is anticipated. Her
construction Is certainly strange, even in
these days of audacious innovation, She is
256 feet long, and her section amidships is a
perfect circle 16 feet in diameter, from
which she tapers away fore and aft to two
fine points. The engines are of great power,
no less than eight indicated horse-power to
every ton burden, and the sergws, one at
each end, are four feet greater in diameter
than the greatest breadth of the vessel. At
each point a length of 16 feet revolves with
the screw. Tbe exterior surface is con-
structed with the gieatest possible smooth-
ness, so as to prevent the minimum of resist~
ance by friction, all the rivets being counter-
sunk. Hull, engines, fornaces, boilers and
sorews are all constructed on entirely new
principles, and there seems a real prospect of
her attaining a speed more worthy of the age
than the miserable 15 miles an hour, which

| gning steamers. The comfort of human
beings onkb'oaﬁrdl, 18 another question alto-’
s x “ Lo 2 ® " e 2 ek

o’k fixed on the b’ffth \inder will be
;:ch‘ad_‘ by the waves from end to end.—Eng.
o p” L3 * k7 s

~ CavonicaL RerorM — The Twenty-ninth
Canon is to be altered. Convocation was
ordered to change 1t o as to allow the par-
ents to be godfathers and godmothers, and
did so, but added that po applicant was to
be admitted unless * capable of receiving the
Communion,”  The old words were “ unless

they have received ” the Communion, and
the change enabled the clergyman to put all
manper of questions, The canon as amend~
ed was therefore disallowed, but Convoca-
tion remodelled it according to instruetions,
and it is now before the law officers ‘of the
Crown. While the Bishops were abont it
they might have lightened the subscriptions
imposed upon parents who stand as god«
fathers or godmothers. A man may be
quite determined. to bring up his child as a
member of the Church of Eugland, and yet
unable to say that he * steadfastly believes ”’
every one ot a number of theologieal proposi-
tions.— Spectator.

No Porr or ExTrY.—Mr, Robinson, Su=
perintendent of the Queen Charlotte Coal
Co.’s works, desires us to state that the
announcement copied by the Chronicle from
the Evening Post, that a Port of Entry had
been established at Skidegate Bay, Queen

Charlotte Island, to obviate the necessity of
vessels having to proteed to New Westmin-
ster to clear, and that Mr, Robinson had been
appointed Collector of the Port, is altogether
a fabrication. Our contewporary was as
badly sold as h4e was in reference to the erec-
tion of fortified works to resist the dreaded
invasion of a haundful of Siwashes. Mr,
Robiason’s authority directs him on the con~
trary to perform the duties of a revenue
officer, and to prevent any goods from being
landed on the Island that'have not paid duty
at New Westminster. -

Vicroria Arm—The pleasures of this de-
lightful retreat are year by year more appre-
Probably next year,
wheu the Rowing Club is in active operation,

aod flotillas of boats .will be seen wending
their way after business hours up to the ros
mantic “ gorge.” To add to the natural at~

tractions of the spot we observe that Mr. Bee-
croft has erected, immediately above the
¢ gorge” a neat and substantial house of re-
freshment, which is to be opened in the
eoure= of 'two or three weeks. During the
wint: ¢ it is the intention of the spirited pro~
prici.c to lay out the grounds as tea gardent,
1n tize old.country style, and when spring re-
tarns pic-nic and pleasure parties will, no
doubt, make this their place of call.

ELrorion CoNUNDRUM.—A  wag asks us
“ why will Dr. Ash not be.returned for Met-
ehogin 2”7 Ans.—Because the electors won’t

¥

that the smal 1 |

there will be quite a mania for aquatic sports |

BASTERN ITEMS.
[From N. Y. Corr. of Bulletin].

MENKEN,

Adah Jsaacs Meoken arrived here last
week in ‘the Liverpool steamer, and Wlll
shortly appear at oce of our theatres. With
the prestige of ber extraordinary European
successes, added.to the threatened rivalry of
Leo Hunter, Adah is expeoted to prove a
great card to whatever manager 18 lucky
enough to secure ber services. Her last suc-
cess in London was achieved in the nautical
drama of Black-eyed busan, in which she
took the part of * William,” showing ber-
selt, says a letter writer, * an actress of ex~
cellent pathos.” The pit rose at her. The
boxes had a lively demand for pocket hand«
kerchiefs, and the actress who played the
part of Susan was so carried away by her
feelings that it was with difficulty she could
go on with the performance. During one
scene the sympathetic gallery fairly blub-
bered.

AN OPERA SINGER IN COURT.

Felicita Vestvali—* the magnificent,” as
ber admirers call her—was arrested the
other day, just as she was on the point of em-
barking for California, and detained over to
respond to the claim of Ler manager, Henry
D. Palmer. for a four~tenths ioterest in her
success.” Palmer recites: in his complaint
that in her engagement for the part of Bel

Demonio, Vestvali worked , for one-half her
ccstume and the npet profits of the engage«
ment. The costume cost $3,400. The net
profits were $120. Oaut of this the lady re-
ceived one-half the wardrobe and $60. Of
this Mr. Palmer claims four-tenths as his
share, and has had Mr. Wheatlé¢igh appointed
receiver of the property. - :

A BROOEKLYN ):iILLIONAIRE IN A LUNATIC'
ASYLUM.

Smith J. Eastman, the absconding pro-
vision speculator, has been heard ot from
in France, whither he was pursued by Mr.
Parsoos, hig legal adviser. The unfortunate
delinquent was found in a lunatic asylum
pnear Lyons. No further particulars are
given. :

Parties here are fiercely divided on' the
question of the guilty intent of the absconde
ing merchant. His friends—and he has many
warm ones—maintain that it was almost an
impossibility that Mr. Eastman should prove
a dishonest man, and that be is the victim of
circumstances which time will eventually
clear up. Others, including of course all
who have lost largely by his operations, pro~
nounce Lkim a scheming villain, for whom the
State Penitentiary, instead of a lunatic asy«
lum, should be his fature retreat from the
cares of the world. ;

It is said that & party of the friends of the

delinquent have made up a purse for his de-
fence, if it should be needed, and have sent
on a request to Mr. Parsons to bring Mr.
Eastman back witk him.
One of our evening journals farnishes the
following additional particulars :
On the day before his departure, Mr, East-
man drew the balance in baok of the firm,.
neatly $100,000 ; and he had obtained large
sums upon the hypothecation of storage re-
ceipts said to have been fraudulently issued.
Mr. Eas'man, it will be remembered, had a
beautiful residenee ip Brooklyn, in which
city he was a membet of the church and a
shool Commigsioper.iyHe was also a writer..
 appears he had decidied to live in the south
of Earope, and at Lyops made the acquaint-
ance of Mr. Emile Crestin, to whom he re-
presented himself as & refugee bankrupt, and
he obtained the sympsthy of his host. East-
man deposited - with -Crestin the suni of
$16,500. The latter subsequently gained the
impression that Mr. Eastman’s losses and the
free use of opium had affected his mind, and
finally he handed him over to Mr. Bernet,
keeper of & lunatic asylam. The American
Vice Consul at Lyons heard of Eastman
through the Procureur General, who reported
him insane and destitute, and the case came
to the knowledge of the Minister at Paris,
M:. Bigelow, who requested that a close look
Lout might be kept, so that the defaulter and
his property might be secured. An attorney
for one of the New York houses interested
made a demand for the money in Mr. Cres-
tin’s hands, and it was surrendered. The at-
torney gives Mr. Crestin credit for honesty.
It is expected that Eastman’s agents may
forward more money to his address and East-
man will be brought here under the extradi»
tion treaty.

THE PBISONERS.AT FORTRESS' MONROE.

The stories which find - their way into the
newspapers concerning the failing health of
Jeff Davis are said to be al! moonshine. This
has been proved to the satisfaction of Gov~
ernment by official reports both from the
physician at the Fort and the commandant,
Hence the recent impudent request of Jeff’s
family phyeician to be allowed to visit the
Fortress for the purpose of prescribing for
his old patient was very properly refused.
Jeff is permitted to promenade the ram-
parts of the fort every day at a stated hour,
and the same privilege is accorded to Cle-~
ment C. Clay. Recently, in consequence of
a lemporary chauge in Jeff’s hours of recrea-
tion, the two rebels accidentally met face o
face; but they were pot allowed to stop an
instant to exchange words, though in pas-
sing they managed to clasp hands. " This is
the first time that Davis and Clay saw each
otber’s face since the day on which they
were taken from the Clyde and brought here
to their cells. In the future,the al fresco ex-
ercize of the prisoners will be so timed as to
prevent the possibility of their seeing each
other again: ;
HEAVY LIST OF PASSENGERS.

It was announced yesterday that over
1,600 passengers had engaged berths in to-
day’s steamer for Aspinwall, and that the
company had decided to send an extra steas
mer out. In the number stated are included,
I presume, one of the regiments whose in~
tended departure to-day was anuounced a
few days ago.' ‘Brig. Gen. James Sinclair
will -also be among the passengers on_the
Costa Rica, he having been assigned to duty
in the Department of the Pacific. At the
first battle of Bull Run Gen. Sinclair was a
;Lieutenant in one of our city regiments, and
was subsequently appointed to a Second

try. Daring the war he was wounded five
or six times, and was repeatedly breveted for
conspicuous gallantry. ;

THE NEW COLLECTOR.
The appointment of Preston King to the

havs the Freesport Doctorsin (doctrine).

-
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Lieutenancy in the Fourteenth U. S. Infan~

Collectorship of the port of New York seems
to give great satisfaction to all parties—to the
Republicans of both wings because the reci-
pient is very generally popular with them,
and to the Democracy, because they pretend
to see in it evidence on the part of Presidect
Johosoo of an intention of proscribing Mr.
Liccoln’s friends.

GEN. GRANT'S TRAVELS,

The General has reached Detroit, his tour
through New England and the British Pro«
vinces haviog been a very rapid one. Every-
where he was received with the most enthu -
giastic greetings of welcome, and nowhere
more cordially than among the biueroses
and kanucks of the Canadas. At Bowdoin,
Me., the Genera!l attended the College com-
mencement, and contrary to his usual habit
made a little speech to the people in spite of
a previous declination. It happeved in this
wise :—Gen. Chamberlain said, “ 1 have
tried to get Gen. Grant to speak baut he says
*No,’ and wheu he says that word be means
it.” = Grant broke in, saying, “ I continue to

fight it out on that line.” And that was his

speech. The General is in luck too, as well
as his predecessors in command on the Poto-
mao, for it is announced that the citizens of
Galena have presented him with a completely
farnished house in that city. ‘

. CHANG AND ENG.

The above ing will recall to the mind
of many of your readers the once-noted
Siamese {wins, who'.gome thirty years ago
traveled through the States, exhibiting their
strange partnership to\,the public. The
firm a8 is well known made a small fortune
in their business, upon which they retired to
North Carolina and settled down on a small
farm. Here they were married and had been
living quite comfortably for mawny years
until the breaking out of the rebellioty which
swept away all their property. They now
give notice that they are about to returty to
the show business in order to6 repair thewr
dilapidated fortunes, and that they have
made arrangements to appear in public at
the north some time during this month. Bars
num is no doubt at the bottom of this specu-
lation. ‘

GRIEF AMONG THE PRETTY WAITER GIRLS.

Qur City Fathers have gone so far in their
efforts at reform as to compel the proprietors
of the pretty waiter girl concert saloons to
close their dens on Sunday. This * arbitra-
ry ” movement, however, is not satisfactory to
the keepers of these dens, and hence they are
threatening dire consequences to the men
who have been the most active in it. A
meeting of the fraternity has been called, at
which the proprietors intend to inaugurate
measures for the protection of their inalien-
.able rights.. Possibly we may in the coming
fall elections have a pure and unadulterated
pretty-waiter-girl~saloon maunicipal ticket for
the choice of the electors. Should thatevent
happen, it would not be surprising if some of
the City Fathers themselves should vote for
it “ on the sly.” -

ANOTHER FEMALE BLONDIN.

A Canadian young woman, Mlle. Josephine
de Vanier, has recently been cutting high
shines at a Datch garden on Staten Island,
where her daily feats of the Blondin order
have created a sensation. Her exploits are
performed on a rope 150 feet long, stretched

herself a perfect mistress of the Blondin art,
kneeling down on the rope, balancing herself
on one foot and then shifting to the other,
extending herself at full length and recovering
her upright position with . perfect ease. Jo-
sephine can do many other wondrous feats,
but as those on the rope are the most daring
and dapgerous, they of course take the palm.

A NAVAL EXPLOIT.

The gallant Rear- Admiral Dahlgren was
married in this city one evening last week,
his bride being a widow, Mrs. Goddard,
daughter of the late Samuel Vinton of Ohio.
The lady is 30 years the junior of the admi~
ral, and is represented to be very comely and
highly accomplished. The compositor may
here add the well known line, * None but
the brave,” etc. -

either men or women, or indeed the conduct
of their lives in general, been really settled
and governed by a true common sense, there
would be another world than that we know
of, and one in which, inter alia, essays on
education would be unnecessary. To call the
eustom or rule which closes a girl’s studies at
seventeen ¢ common sense,’”’ is only to evade
argument by a “ foregone conclusion.” Those
who maintain that her braius are not capable
of more make justsuch an assumption as those
who should forbid a boy learning swimming
on the ground that it is impossible to swim.
Those, on the other hand, who rate the girl’s
mental quickness so high, that by that age
she will, they say, have equalled the boy four
years older, appear to me to confuse the
readiness of a well-cultivated mind. If a
boy of seventeen is treated as a mere boy,
but a girl of seventeen as an “ ornament to
society,” she will of course exhibit a superior
quickness ; but this will be gained at the ex-

flower against a natural blossoming. Be-
is untrue in fact.

than her contemporary.

time permitted for self-improvement.

owan age.

studies.

What injustice is here!

at an elévation of 80 teet. Thus high in the | ¢
~air, Miss- de Vanier is said to have shown |

INjusTICE TOo GIrLs—Had the traioing of

pense of her mental power. Itis a forced

sides, as before remarked, the assumption
The young girl is no more
really capable of mastering serious studies D
But an additional | decided, as they saw him fall, that he mus/ be
hardship, perhaps equally injurious, has also | drunk or injured, and then resolved to| 5€®
arisen from the arbitrary limitation of the )
She
does. not even start fair with the boy of her
v 1f his training be broken off, he
may at least have learned thoroughly what
be has learned. He has obtained foundations'| Rush, who was a stout, hearty man, had § bad
oo which he may afterwards resume his
But his sister’s whole course of in-
tellectual work has been crammed into the
space allowed him to begin his. He has
learned only the formal grammar and voea-
bulary, for instance, of a foreign language
during the years allotted her to master the
language, and some of the literature also.—
ASt_ne has, fu_rther, been compelled to set her
wind to this arduous labor at an age when
she can rarely have reached the power of
heartily enjoying her studies; for she is to
be out of the schoolroom during the years
when she ‘would have worked to ten-fold pro-
fit_and with ten-fold ease, through growing
ability to take pleasure in the work, to see it
in relation to present life and to other studies,
and know, in a word, where it is taking her.
If the mind, when
young, be mainly developed and improved by

A
experience of other and stronger minds, and
if nineteen-twentieths of this experience, dur-
inz youth, comes, and can come, only through
sheer study and intercourse with older minds
already so trained—traths which it would be
out of place here to demonstrate—women
have not yet had a fair chance.— Macmillan’s
Magazine.

Azsour Woumexn’s Dress.—A London pa
gays—The true explanation of the prevailing
extravagance in costume is, that women dress
for one another, In other words, they dress
for eyes which can appreciate the material
and estimate the cost of every separate arti=-
cle they have on. It is quite true that many
men care as much for and are as competent to
give an opinion on the appearance of their
wives, or sisters, or friends, as any pumber of
female acquaintances ; but the grounds upon
which the two classes of critics will base
their several judgments will always be dis=
tinct, and the conclusions themselves not
unfrequently quite opposite. Ask a man and
a woman to tell you who is the best-dressed
woman at a ball, and you .will hardly ever
find them agreeing in their answer. Go a
step further, and compare the costumes
which have been selected, and you will dis-
cover almost to a certainty that the woman
has singled out the most expensive dress in
the room, whereas the man has simply asked
bimself which® is the most becoming. The
one has suffered herself to be so impressed by
the richness of the material, the elaborateness
of the embroidery, the costliness of the trime
mings, that in the end she has found it sim- -
ply impossible to leave these things out of
the calculation. The other, happy in his
ignorance, bas looked only at the general
effect, and has probably given the preference
to a lady whose gown has no other merits
than those of being scrupulously neat, be-
comingly cut, and perfectly well made. We
submit, therefore, that if that deference to
masculine taste which is so frequently pro-

\ | fessed really existed in any appreciable mea-

“gure, it would supply an antidote to many of
t grievances uuder which soeiety now
labdrs. A week or two back the correspone
dence gf an evening contemporary was large~
ly taken\up with the sorrows of parents who
have to see that their daughters look like
other peop\l?. and at the same time to make
both ends m¥et ; and we have no doubt that
as soon ss the\elections are over the columns
of the T'imes witll be thrown open to an end-
less repetition of, #imilar complaints. My
daughters’ gowns rpust sweep the pavement
as they walk, cries &ne heart-broken mother,
or if they do so far \gonsult their pockets as
to loop them up, their \under-skirts must be
flounced and embroideried until they become
as costly as the gown. T\pere is no necessity
in the case, interposes a*,sterner moralist;
young women should have} no wish to drees
beyond their means merelly for the sake of
rivaling their richer friendsy It is here that
our theory comes in and hsrmonizes these
opposing views. No man evgr feltanything
bat irritation at seeing a woma)n’s gown doing
the business of the crossing~-gWweeper, or at-
tach any value to the amoun$ of openwork
displayed beneath a looped-gp skirt. If
young ladies would believe it}—or rather if
they did but attach any implortance to it
when they do believe it—a man Will be satis-
fied with their appea‘nﬁ,nce.!,ago
considerations are concerned, if
lean ao

guiltless of a wrinkle, We don

even these characteristios, when s
well-£tting gowns, for which we hipve already
stipulated, are to be attained wit{hout some
expenditure of money, for clealnliness, at
least in London, is not a cheap vlirtue, and
it (is not every dress-maker who kipows how
to make a dress. Bat, at aoy rate,} the pro-
posed standard is a good deal easijer of at-
taioment than the spurious five-ladyfism after
which so many women toil in vain j} and we
cannot but believe that if girls did tput think
more of pleasing the other sex anjd less of
vying with their own, their parents §vould see
reason to bless the change the next} l

by e tod-o

are |

A Max witaOVT Foop For THRHE
'—An American named James R
ployed by our townsman Mr. Hu
Selle Mill in Southwold, left his w
July, for the purpose of returning to Ii
in the States. On the same day he) arrived
at and dined in Port >tanley, but fi¢ding no
vessel there which answered his purjpose, be
took the lake shore road westward, ijtending
to spend a few days harvesting amiong the
farmers in the neighborhood. Before climb-~
ing the bank, being hot, he resolved to irefresh.
himself by a bathe in the rippling waves ef
Lake Erie. He felt a little sick in the Water,
and the next thing be remembers is fipding

consciousness of having drank ravenonsiy of
water to assuage his great thirst. He wY
day or two getting on his clothes—his| skin
was cracked oo bis face ar.d otber places}, and
filled with sand, and he was so weak th#! he
failed many times in the arduous labdr of
climbing the bank. This be at last acfom*
plished only on the 5th August, when, unjable
to climb a fence, he made signs to two /men
in the field, who, fortunately for himk had
come to make a bargain about some sh¥ep:
The two persons were Mr. McPherson,

mer, aod Mr. Blake, butcher, Fingal. | At
first they took the solitary being for sgme
wandering Indian, but after some dowbts

what he was. = When they came to him!|im®"
agioe their horror and surprise at the sighib®
a living skeleton—a veritable live shado¥
death! This extraordinary case is tof 08
-accounted for by the supposition that § MF:

a sunstroke and an attack of typhoid ffever
‘during which he in some way had obtehined
‘water from the lake, the only support ex cept
his own' flesh to the demands of a consur
‘fever for seventeen days! His legs are 12°%:
as Mr. Hunt has remarked,  like pipe ste™*"
—but he is now beiog carefully tended [80d
oared for by Mr. McPherson, whose kindnfe®®
will, we hope, soon restore this unforturat®
man to health and friends and usefulnes/s—
Free Press. ‘ : i‘

Tee Bripee River Diceinas.—The |
ter of the letter from Lillooet that appe®ared
in the CoLonIsT of  the 25th ult, reciiues!s
that we will supply an inadvertent om’
in his hastily compiled notes, - In telljing his
Victoria friend not to believe all -thef TePOr'
from the new diggings above Lillooer» he io~

tended to add—except the official ones

himself naked on the sandy shore, w¥th a . - utmost extension
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