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Conservative and Lib
eral Records Com-
pared.

From year to year, since the
Liberals assumed control of the
Provineial Government, we have
pointed out their recklessness and
extravagance in the conduct of our
public aﬁ”;irs and have set before

ers-<T-AreontroVertible |
proofs drawn from the statements
of their own officials, of their an-
nually recurring deficits and the
enormous accumulation of our
Provincial debt.” But since they
have now been twelve full years

in office, the same length of time

that the Copservative Government
Tmmediately preceding them .held
power, g feel sure our readers
will be interested in comparing
the two records. For this pur-
pose we will deal in this article
with the questions of debt and
taxation, and in future issues will
refer tu other phases of the respec-
tive records. When the Conser-
-vatives took over the reins of
power from the Davies Govern-
ment, they inherited, according to
the sworn statement of the auditor
of the Davies administration, a
debt of $51,740. The Conserva-
tive Government remained in office
for twelve years, and when they
went out of power in 1891 the
public debt of the Province was,
according to the statement of Hon.
Donald Farguharson, when he was
Premier of the Province, $128,-
429. These statements of a Lib-
eral Premier and a Liberal
official will surely not be con-
troverted by our opponents. These
two statements of our opponents
being -accepted as true, all will
admit that the portion of the Pro-
vincial "debt properly chargeable
to the Conservatives is the differ-
ence between the amount assumed
from their predecessors in office
and the total debt of the Province
when they gave up the reins of
Government.  Therefore, sub-
stracting the $51,740 assumed
from the Davies Government,from
the $128,329 against the Province
when the Peters Government came
into power in 1891, we find that
the Provincial debt accumulated
by the Conservatives during their
twelve years of office, amounted to
only $76,689, or an average of
$6,390 a year. During these
twelve years the Conservative
Government collected taxes  for
three years cnly, altogether the
sum of $82,000. This, in brief, is
the record of the Conservatives
during the twelve years they con-
trolled the Provincial Govern-
ment. All must admit that itis a
creditable record.

‘

Let us now turn to the record
of the Liberal Government inaug-
urated in 1891. When they came
into power they found a debt of
$128,000, and they said this must
be wiped out; revenue and expen-
diture must be made to meet. At
the same time they proclaimed
that the day.of taxation was far
off. They have now been twelve
years in office, and let us see how
they have kept their promises re-
garding the equalizing of revenue
and expenditure and keeping the
-day -of taxation “far off” For
nine of the twelve - years
they have been in office they have
collected taxes amounting in all
to $492,861, or an average of $54,-
540 for the nine years. While
they were gathering in all these
taxes they were not making rev-
enue and expenditure meet, but ca
the contrary were widening the
breach between them by creating
annual deficits, at the average
rate of $48,134 for their twelve
years of office. So successful have
our-Liberal friends been in falsi-
fying their "promises that they
have succeeded in” rolling up the
Provincial debt to the enormous
proportions of $654,299, accord-
ing to the statements of their own
officials. We may be very sure
the debt is much more than this;
but taking their own statements
.all will surely admit that it is
bad enough. ‘We do not wish to
charge our Grit friends with any-
thing of which they are not guilty;
for in all conscience their own
sins are numerous and deadly
enough. = Therefore we will’ de-
duct from the figures of the Pro-
vincial debt presented by their
own auditor the $76,689 of debt
chargeable to their Conservative

predecessors, and that will leave
the debt created by the Liberal
Government at 577,610, or an an-
nual average acecumulation
of debt of $48184. We
know very well that there were
accounts carried over and that
the figures set down in this cal-
culation do nothfairly represent
what the Provinecial debt was on
the 31st of Decemberiast. . It is
altogether likely the debt is very
much npearer $700,000 than
$654,299 if, indeed it does not ex-
ceed $700,000.

With these facts and figures
before us we may summarize the
records of the two parties as fol-
lows :

The  Coaservatives during
twelve years of office, collected
$82,000 in taxes and created a
Provincial debt of $76,689. The
Liberals during twelve years of
power took from the people in
taxes of different kinds the sum
of $492,861. At the same time
they ran the. Provineintrdebt up
to about $700,000. ~ Nor is this
all; the Conservatives collected no
taxes for nine years. At $40,000
a year which is less than the
Davies Government collected and
less than is collected by the pre.
sent government, this meant a
saving to the people of $360,000.
Taking this into account it will
be seen that the people, in conse-
quence of the advent to power of
our Liberal friends, are worse off'
by about one million dollars than
they would be under the Conser-
vatives. Do the electors of this
Province think a Government
that can play such terrible havoe
with our Provincial finances as
the Liberals have done, are wor-
thy to be retained in power any
longer ?

Ottawa Weekly Letter.

THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT.

The number of private bills
before Parliament this session is
larger than. ever before. 'This
week many were disposed of.

The house adjourned on Mon-
day asa mark of respect to the
late David Mills.

The Treadgold concessions
were discussed. Mr. Casgrain
moved an amendment to the mo-
tion to go into sapply, condemn-
ing the action of the government
in giving away valuable franch-
ises. It wasshown that great in-
Jjustice was imposed on the miners
of the gold fields, and that fraud
had been practiced in order tc get
the grant. The Government de-
clined to investigate the grave
scandals brought to its notice by
Governor Congdon of the Yukon.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in answer
to many questions from the oppo-
sition benches, stated that there
was no truth in Hon Raymond
Prefontaine’s statement, that part
of the patronage of the Public
Works Department would be
handed over to the Marine and
Fisheries Department.

A resolution was passed favor-
ing an increase in bonuses for
steel ship-building from two to
three per cent.

A motion by Hon Wm. Pater-
son provides for many important
changes in the customs laws.

It was shown that under the
so-called British preference goods
made in Germany and other coun-
tries have been admitted in large
quanties to Canada with a reduc-
tion of 33} per cent in duty. Hon
William Paterson admitted that
such conditions existed.

The appointment of Hon. Ray-
mond Prefontaine to a cabinet po-
sition was ventilated. Hon. A. P.
Brodeur, speaker of the Commons
was appointed to succeed Hon. J.
Isreal Tarte but a plot was put on
foot in favor of Mr Prefontaine
and Mr. Brodeur was thrown
down by his leader.

LAURIER HAD TO PASS THE LIE.

An incident in connection with
injuiry as to the division of the
patronage of the Department of
Public Works with the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries furn-
ishes food for reflection for those
who believe in honor in high pla-
ces. The Government has been
asked tostate their position in this
matter,but they have failed to give
any information on the subject.
Hon Raymond Prefontaine owes
his election very largely to a
statement made before the elec-
tors of Maisonnenve, to the effect
that he was to have handed over
to his care a very large share of
the moneys voted for Publie
works. In order to make the an-
nouncement stronger, he pretend-
ed to have the authority of the
cabinet for it. Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier was forced fo deny his new
minister’s statement, and he did it
with bad grace. With his whole
person trembling with rage he de-
nounced the Conservative party
for daring to question him. The
wild passion displayed by the

Premier has seldom been witnes-

he felt his position keenly. Itis
not pleasant for a leader to have
to give the lie to one of his prin-
cipal supporters. But the point of
the situation is to be found in the.
fact that ministers of the erown
are no longer to be believed. That
a minister of the crown should be
branded as a liar by his chief,
places the Laurier cabinet in a
bad position. It is an outrage
that such things can bappen in
this country:
THE UNFORTUNATE LABOR BU-
REAU.

Sir William Mulock, by his
failure to settle the big Montreal
strike proved beyond question,
that the allegations respecting the
uselessness of the labor depart-
ment are well founded. With all
the prestige of his official position
he failed dismally to accomplish
anything in the way of reconcil-
ing the opposing forces represent-
ing labor and capital. All Cana-
da was affected by thé struggle,
and it was important to arrange a
speedy settlement. Sir William
tried his hand but could not get
the ears of either side. He was
compelled to abandon the task
which was taken over by J. Isreal
Tarte, That gentleman, in his
capacity of a private citizen,
brought about the termination of
the trouble within twenty-four
hours. The men are now back at
work and the wheels of trade are
once more revolving. If a private
citizen could bring about such a
desirable condition, what must the
country think of the incapacity
of the so-called Minister of Labor?
That department, although it
costs ‘thousands of dollars each
year, is about as useful as a fifth
wheel of a coach. It is patent to

everybody that the country is be-
ing bled to serve an empty fad.
It is another excuse for throwing
away money.

ECONOMY ‘AND EXTRAVAGANCE.

From 1891 to 1896 there was a period
of depression which was felt througout
the entire world. Every country had
its armies of unemployed, who almost
rose in rebellion in order to get bread.
From 1896 to 1902 Providence has heen
a8 smiling as she was ill-natuce daripg
the previous gix years. From 1891 to
1896 the Conservative government suc—
ceeded in carrying on' the affairs of
the country with a net loss of $21,000,000
Then Sir Wilfrid Laurier came to
power and insix years of plenty he
bas increased our net debt by ~ $13.008;-
000. The following tables show. how
the increases in the mnet debt for the
two periods were regulated.

... 246,183,029
cosenee 258,074,927
weees 258,497,433
261,538,596
263,956,399
266,273 447
. 265,493,807
. 268,480,000
sesessiassmascssonsse SERGIEO,000
Not debt, 1902......ces cesesseee $271,829,00

Increase in debt under

Liberal rulé......eeeev0...$13,331,657
In connection with this, it should be
pointed out that the total revenue of
the country from 1891 to 1896 wae
$220,681,495, and from 1897 to 1902 it
was $285,719,524, an increase of more
than $66,000,000. The details for the

soveral years are as follows :
....................... «ees 938,579,311
36,921,872
venese 38,208,609

$220,681,395

verees 87,829,778
verrex 40,556 510

vereaeeeses 46,743,103

.. 51,031,467
52,516,333
...... e ereeneensD8,042,333

Average revenue for 6

years, 1897-1902........ vees $47,786,587
Average revenue for 6

years, 1891-96.......

Average annual increase

during the last six years. $11,006,354

Raev. last year Liberal
government (1902)

Rav. last year Conserva-
tive govt. (1896)

58.052,333

36,618,591

. $21,433,742

With $66,000,000 more ic taxes, the

Liberals, in six prosperons years, only

managed to keep $8,000,000 under the

showing of their predecessors. That

is what weare asked to consider busi-
nesslike management. '

GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO INVES-
TIGATE.

The more the Treadgold concessions
which give to favorites of the govern-
ment all that is worth having in the
Yukon gold fields are investigated, the
more apparent it becomes that a gigan-
tic ontrage has been imposed on the
people of this country. Governor F. T.
Conglon has called the attention of the
administration to the fact that gross
fraud and misrepresentation were prac-
tised in order to secure privileges which
are denied the individual miner. This
protest was followed by another from
the Dawson Liberal Club, and Hon.
James Ross had to give the people of
the Yukon his solemn promise that the
grants would be cancelled, before he
could hope to secure his election to Par-
liament. In the face of such overwhelm-
ing evidence Bir Wilfrid Laurier de-
clares the Treadgold job to be a model

of propriety. Canada relinquishes the
right to collect any fees from the com-

sed in the commons. No doubt.I

’ | tors.

| person saw the accident occar, bat it is
tsuppesed thst the uofortunate mrn

$286,719 5% |

werseee 36,780,233

pany except royalties, and hands over
to them property worth over $3,000,000
per annum. This is what Mr. Blair
characteriz ‘s’ a8 makinz the venture
attractive to capitalists. How far have
the capitalists gone to mako the propo-
sition attractive for msmbers of the gov-
ernment? Rumors of a grave nalure
are flying about and frand ie charged in
a most explic:t manner by responsible
parties. Yet the government has re-
frained from erqnairing into the facls,
althongh they havae been in pnssession
of strong evidence for months. The
question heg not been disposad of, bow-
ever, an: tha country i3 likely to hear
ofstartling dieclosuresif the gnvernmen:
ingist upon puvrenirg their illegal and
outrageous course.

ANOTHER ELECTION STOLEN.

The Liberal machine did what was
expecled of it in tbe Yukon during the
bye-election there. Nothing calculated
to secure the retarn of the government
candidate was left undona. The vote
stood Ross, 2,971 and Clark, 2,079 with
two spoiled ballots, This election tock
place on December 2nd, 1902. Oa Jan-
uary 17th, the Territorisl council elec-
tions were held, and on that occasioc
Mr Clarke was trinmphant. Siogular-
ly enough, although the interest in the
latter contest was a8 keen a8 in the firat
the aggregaty vote fell off very materis)- |-
Iy. The explanation of this is to be
found in election retnrns, which show
that at Miller’s Creek—population 40—
no less than 161 votes were' cast- for
the Liberal candidate. At Cariboo
Crossing — population 20 —the Hon.
James Roes was supported by 109 elec-
RNo more glaring case of whole-
sale ballot box stuffing has ever been
brought to light inthis country. The
Eederal government has made it
plain, that the methode of the Oatario
machine are to play a prominent part
in Dominion elections. The honest
voter is thus placed at tbe mercy of
men who should be in the penitentiar-
ies and anything hke proper parlia-
mentary representation is placed be-
yond the bounds of possibility. It is=a
carse to Canada tbat such crimes
should be condoned by men at whose
hands we look for pure government.
Bat the day of reckoning is coming acd
those responsible for the degradstion of
the franchise will receive the punish-
ment which they deserve.

BIG PRICE FOR SALT MACKEREL.
Gloucester Times says: The fare of
southern salt mackerel of the schooner
Golden Hope, 10 barrels, sold to the
Gloucester Mackerel Co.,at the unheard
of price of $19.50 per barral. The bid-
ding started at $10 per barrel, and by
half dollar raisés advanced to $19 50 av
which figure the Gloucester Mackerel
Co., secured the trip. O!d mackerel
men say that never in all their experi-
ence do they remember of early ssalt
mackerel bringing such a prics.

SHOCKING FATALITY.

The rope works, Dartmouth, N.8.,
was the scene of a shocking fatality last
Thursday afternoon. William Gray,
aged sixty, employed a8 a toiler in the
works, came to a sadden death. No

went in between the big fly wheel and
the wall, where he either tripped, or
took a faint, causing him to fall on the
b1t of the wheel, which at the time was
whirling at the rate of 100 revolations
a minate. He was thrown back
sgainst the flange of the fily wheel and
mangled in a horrible manner.

IRON SHIP-BUILDING AT SYDNEY.

The town of Sydney, C. B., u;ny pos-
sibly add an immense ship-bailding
plant to the alreadv extensive indus-
tries there of tke Dominion, Iron &
Stesl Co. A Montreal despatch says,
definite arrangements to this end have
been reached. A Toronto director of
the company said, however, last night
that nothing defiaite had yet been sett-
led, although the company had been
asked to consider a proposal from the
city of Sydney and from the Nova
Scotia Government. This propossl has
not so far been laid before the directors

‘Donald McR e, of O-wel’,

could yet be made. The Nova Scotia:
Government have offered a bonus of '
$100,00) for the erection of a sblp-
building plant either at Halifax or nt

ready voted a bonus of $250,000 in an
open offer. The joint offer is now be-.
fore the company.

The Prices.

Batter, (fresh)............
Butter (tub)

Cabbage

Beef (small) per 1b

Beef (quarter) per Ib.....

0.23 to 0.25
0.18t00.19
0.03 to 0.05
0.08 to 0.12
0.07 t00.73
00.5 to 0.00
0.90 to 1.00
0.11 to @12
0.00 o 0.05
0.50 $o 0.551
0.06 to 0.07
0.34 to 0.35
2.50 to 3.00
0.00 t0 0.40
014 to 0.00
0.50 to 0.33 |
0.14 t0 0.17
0.07 to 0.08
0.50 to 0.80

Oatmeal (per cwt)
Pctatoes (buyers price). ...
Pork (small)

You will certainly want a
new suit for the summer. We'
are prepared tosell a suit
well tailored at-a saving of
10 to 15 per cent at least
a word to the wise is sufﬁmenb
then callat J. B. McDon-
ald &_Co’s.

Our new spring Caps are
the most popular in the city,
and its the unanimous decis-
ion of town and country alike
when you want a cap. | Get
the best at J. B. McDonald
& Co’s.

New Hats. We are pleased
to say that never have we
shown such a range of felt
hats in hard and eoft, in
every price you want from
50 to $3.00 and every price
the lowest, also a job lot for
25c each. J. B. McDonald

DIED

FW PR G R SIS MR Sae
~ At Orwell, April 26:h, 1903, Jane
McDonald, eged 85, relick of ths late
leaving one
son and one danghter, Joseph
and Mary at hom~, one sister and one
brother, Alexander McDonald, of
Sonris, and Margaret of Orwell, to
mourn the loss of a loving moather
and kind sister, May ber sotill rest
in peace.

At Grand Tracadia, nn Sunday, May
3rd, Marr, beloved wifa of the l1ate Mal-
colm McJiulay, “g°d 94 yeacs. May her
eoul rest in peace.

At his home, at Big Pand, Lot 45, on
the 7th inst., of pneumonia, Neil J. M¢
Phee, in the 76th year of his age. May
bis soul rest in peace,

At Lakeville, on the 10ih inst, after
four days’ illness, Mrs Patrick McInnis,
May her gou! rest in pesca.

‘At Seotchfort, on the 13.h, inst.
Alexander Mitchell (Micmae Iadian) in
the 95th yesr of his age. He devoutly
received thelast sacraments and died a
good Christian death. May his sedl
rest in peace.

At- Tracadie, on May 17th, Emmet,
son of Angus and Mrs McAulay, aged 3
years and 9 months.

Remnan ts.—Such bargains

in Remnants of Cottoas,

‘Cloths, Dress Goods, Flannels,
Flanneletts, etc., were never
before given in Chariotte
town as we are offering to
clear lengths from 1} yds. to
10 yde. A lot of Ladies’
Gloves and Mitts at half price.
You should see them and
share in them.—J. B. Mec-
Donald Co.

BUéE FIRES IN MANITOBA.

A specialof the 15th to the Toronto
Globe from Winnipg says: © Owing to
the absence of rain, bush fires are
cansing enormous damagse in the west,

word reached here of terribla forast:

fires ragiogon both sides of Lake Win-
vipeg. The fires commenced about
three days ago and parties arriving
from Sslkirk ssy that an army of sol-
diera conld not Btop the conflagration

The district on fire ¢yvers thousands of
acres of valunable timberlands, chieflv
the property of tha Dminioa Govera

ment. The loss of property is alsc
tremendous and over a bnondrad fami'-
ies lost their homes and stock.

NOTICE.

‘As our partnership expires
in July, and we are making a
change in our business, all
accounts due Sentner McLeod
& Co. must be paid at once.
After the 1st day of July,
1903, all aecounts not paid

will be placed in the court for
collection.

Sentner, McLeod & Co.

Eneas A. MacDonald — P. J. Trainor

MacDonald & Trainor,

Barristers, Solicitors, ete,

OFFICE—Great George Street,
near Bank of Nova Scotia, Char-
Jottetown, P. E. I

MONEY TO LOAN.
May 20, 1903.

MEET ME AT THE ALWAYS BUSY STORE

e s aa el S e S N M ey

DRESS GOODS

FOR SPRING,

1903

GREAT in

Pleasigg in-Style, Hon-
est in Quality, Reason-
able in Price.
We confidently offer you our New
Spring Dress Goods.
have we offered you such a fine collection

of reliable, fashionable stuffs.

absolutely correct in every particular, and

the prices are low,

quality offered. We cordially invite all to

come and see the goods for themselves.

consequently no definite announcement ' j

Sydney, while the latter city has al- &

Assortment,

Never before

They are

consistent with the

|
1
%
S

I8

Sunnyside.

and Co.

ON

New Goods,
Latest Styles,
Lowest Prices.

Come, you wont be
disappointed.

. Peekins & Co

Phone 223.

WEERS & (o,

ForMen’s

Felt Hats
and GAPS.

B e
We want every
man to see our new
at & Cap depart-
ment: Come in, we
will beglad toshow

e e T R

you the new hats.

s L E R

pecial Value
$1.00

IMEN'S

See our window for
lateststyles.

Weeks
Hats & Gaps




