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The Canadian Government Merchant Marine Ltd..

mgln July 5, when the House of Com-
thes' was in cpmmittee of supply, on
Capigem Public Works, chargeable t0
the 7 1, Marine Department, $10,000,000,”
. ollowing discussion took place.
oy Glr{ Sinelair, M.P., for Antigonish
ni tuysborough, N.S. “What does the
mon:y%zl;’ propose to do with that
Mg’?;l‘.'c- C. Ballantyne, Minister of
o ef;——I am quite sure that all mem-
of t‘: the committee are fully aware
shiph e 'government’s programme 10T
s uilding. The very modest amount
. we have in this item is to complete
government’s programme.

gigé uH. Sm_clair———Could the minister
earn fS any ‘idea of what he expects to
ioh t:}:‘Om his ships? 1 asked a ques-
ed on 5‘ other day about the rate earn-
oo e cargo that the Canadian War-
t iﬁ:‘rled, and the answer 1 got was
to giv was not the public interest
end og the information, and that at the
s bthe year a statement would be
‘Whichy somebody to the shareholders
the pe is the government—but that
thing ople did not seem to have any-
o a1}'—1.a11_to do with it. The own-
no Ob‘z ips in centers of business make
rates %thlon to the publication of the
You 'rea%y receive for their freights.
you will the New York trade papers
day, 1 g find the rates quoted day by
the min9 not see any good reason why
ormat; ister should not give such in-
When h°n to a member of parliament
in e asks for it. The minister said,

e
answer he gave to my former .

Questj

ammt,’,{’t“’ that he carried a certain
othey I(I)f cargo from one port to an-
R dittot state the rate he re-
it he dan{i when he was asked to state
With th;3clmed to do so. In connection
B atter, I want to obtain from
being cl‘ftel‘, if T can, the rate that is
North g darged on raw sugar from the
to the ate of Cuba to Montreal. I drew
Ways SOtenthn of the Minister of Rail-
Was ing ome time ago the fact that 1
of New {rmed that the Shipping Board
Sugar fy ork had made a rate for raw
B, the north side of Cuba to
Made 5 | at 38%c per 100 1b. and had
—20¢ moal'ger rate to Halifax of 58%%¢
Ine, thatre' It was a curious thing to
;YOrk Wi the Shipping Board of New
° 2 Cang, dflxmg_ a rate on raw sugar
Doint, thep it city, That was the first
g:vemm n it transpired that one of the

Tefine g sugar from Cuba to Montreal
fixeq I 't S8%c per 100 Ib.—the rate
Wk to N e Shipping Board of New
:ftWice as %W York,—whereas Montreal
at Cuba a ar away from the north side
It Halifaxshls Halifax; but the refiners
fvant int ad to pay 58%c per 100 Ib-
ins first 10 rmation on two points: In
];‘8 to guﬁ) ace, is our government will-
poard R e New York Shipping
1 Dorth ng the rate to Halifax from
%ace, is t}?lde of Cuba? In the second
cz Ty r: government using its ships
Neern gt 2“(7) sugar for one particular
T com )c per 100 Ib. less than to
toin? Petitors in Halifax and St
wal from e!l d like to get that informa-
ays or th ither the Minister of Rail-
able " 11,,e Minister of Marine.
€ to givgt{;“e—_'l‘he reason I was un-
e information asked for

ent’s ships had been used for -

House of Commons

in regard to rates on cargoé carried by
government ships is due to the fact that

- these ships are being operated by the

Government Merchant Ma-
rine under D. B. Hanna and his board
of directors; it was with no desire on
the part of the government to withhold
the information were we in possession
of it.

J. M Sinclair—I suppose,
is a public servant, and if the minister
does not know he could get the infor-
mation by asking him.

Mr. Ballantyne-—I will be
indeed to get 1t

3 H, Sinclair—What does the Min-
ister of Railways say? He is in charge
of this business. 1 notice he smiles. He
ought to be able to give me that informa-
tion. I notified him 2 few days ago
that 1 wanted to get it before the clos-
ing of the house.

Hon. J. D. Reid—The operation of the
by the marine officials
and under the board of directors operat-
ing the i ys. The
rates made are k company.
Any information, of course, 1 would have
to get from the board of directors, an
1 can get it if it is in the public inter-
est that it should be given at any par-
ticular time. That is the only ques-
tion that will have to be taken up and
discussed at some future time—the ques-
tion of giving information.of
just at the time transactions may be
made in connection with our great .raq-
steam§hip systems. :Ihls is

Canadian

very glad

v 3
against the apparent successful operation
i ¢ our railways,

member who

Atlantic ports to

hether from
7% The rates from Montreal

Portland or

do with these rates lgeing gen-
erally the same to the Atlantic ports.

J. H. Ginclair—Why _ are the rates
higher to Halifax than they are to Mont-

real? ; A i
Hon. J. D- Reid—I will make enquiries

nd get the information. .
e acting Minister

o A K. Maclean,

of Trade and Commerce—The sugar rate
m the British West India Islands,
which enjoy preferential treatment un-
der our West Indies treaty, was fixed
by the International Sugar oard.
jmpressi js that the International

on 18
Sugar Board fixed the rate on sugar from
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Discussed in the

British West India Islands to Halifax
and St. John at bTec.

3 %) ¢ Sinclair—Did they fix the rate
to Montreal?

Mr. Maclean—No, because during the
war Montreal was getting its sugar via
New York, and the New York rate from
the British West India Islands was some-

what lower, because of the fact that the
York to Montreal

rail rate from New

had to be taken into consideration. The
situation to which my hon. friend refers
was unfair to the sugar vefineries at
Halifax and St. John and as soon as
learned of it 1 probested. The Montreal
sugar refineries wanted the Cuban sugar
for the purposeé of manufacturing it an
selling it in the United Kingdom, and
if the refineries at St. John and Halifax
could not get the same rate as the Mont-
real people got, they were under a dis-
advantage in attempting t
in the United Kingd
ever, 1 understand,
the same offer to the refineries at
John and Halifax as was made to the
Montreal refineries. 1 myself think that
a mistake was made in the first in-
stance.

J. H. Sinclair—My point is that the
government ships have been used for the
benefit of the Montreal refineries and to
the disadvantage of
Halifax and St. John.

Mr. Ballantyne—I
say that he was quite prepared to carry
sugar at the same rate to Halifax and
St. John as he carried it to New York
for the Montreal refineries.

J. H. Sinclair—The rate ought to be
the north side of Cuba to

£

but the rate to Halifax and St. John is
920c more than the rate to Montreal; and
that is due to the interference of the
government. I am informed on credible
authority that the government has con-
tracted to carry 36,000 tons of raw sugar
from the north side of Cuba to Montreal
at 37%c per 100 1b. If that is true, it
will be impossible for the refiners at
Halifax and St. John to compete with the
refiners in Montreal. The point is that
the govemment should not use govern-
ment ships to favor the Montreal refin-
ers against the interests of the refiners
at Halifax and St. John. 1f the minister
cannot clear that point up, the people
of the Maritime Provinces will not be
satisfied.

Mr. Ballantyne——I thought I had made
it quite clear. The government has noth-
ing whatever to do with the operating
of the ships or the fixing of rates. The
ent took care to see that just

a case as the hon. member has men-
tioned sl}oulgi not arise, as it possibly
would ariseé if the government operated
the ships and fixed the rates. But the
operation of the ships and the fixing of
the rates 15 entirely in Mr. Hanna's
pands. government did not carry
that sugar: the government did not fix
the rate; the government had nothing

hatever t0 do with it. If the facts are
on. mengbpr states, I am quite

that the Minister of Railways will
take the matter up with Mr.
t 1 know that the Minister

Railways like all the other members
of the government, does not want to in-



