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. Incidents in the Life of Prince lo, the Gennd Old Man of Japun »

All Japan went
famous

in mourning when the
Prinee It
Harbin, Kores
He was known as the Grand Old Man
of the East, even as Gladstone was known
as the Grand Old Man of Britain. He
bad just left his 9 o'dlock
m the & when fSve shols
fired ot him

who descr

Japanese slalesman

was  Aamassinaled ot

arriage st
were

n bebind The murderer

bimgell a0 & Korean
I he wanted to avenge
nce [to had had several
related to him esecuted
Prince lto was m Korea 1o meet the
Russian minister of Ssance and discum
the future of the Manchurian rallway
The blography of Ite Hirobumi is the
storys of the formation of & sation—the
transition of forty millions of people from
an astique feudalism to modern civilise

was arresied &

his country,

persons wely

tion, and a militant strength that has
lifted the country into the foremost
rank

Ito, born in 1838, was the only child of &

of the Choshiu clan
boy he went to the school of Youhida
Torajiro, of whom Robert Louis Steven
son wrote in his Men and Books
Ito began life as of the Lord
Choshiu, one of the most powerful of
Japanese pobles The Shoguns or Ty
sons, in thow days overshadowed the
ancient throne of the Mikados, though
it had stood for Lwenly.seven centuries
Agninst the supremacy of this military
caste of the samurai many of the nobles
rebelled Ito was commissioned by Chos
hiu o inquire into matters, and he re
ported to | hief that the ** barbarians

n other w s the Europeans, then much
i disliked in Japan-—were
much more powerful than the Japanese,
and that the only way to fight them was
to imitate their methods

Choshiu took his retainer’s adviee;
bows ABd arfows, spears and armour were
discarded for the rifle in his army, and,
for the first time in the history of Japan,
the right to bear arms was opened to
others than those qualified by birth
This was not enough for young Ite
“Let us,” he said, “study the ways of
these foreigners in their homes™

His chief consented, and Ito, with four
other youths, left Japan for Europe
The others were Inouye Kaoru, Yamao
Yozo, Yendo Keisuke and Inouye Masaru
These five young men all rose to dis-
tinction

There were at the time two pre-emin-
ently capital offences in the Land of
the Rising Sun: one was to let in foreign-
ers, the other for a native to leave Japan
for a foreign land. Aa Eaglish merchant,
Mr. Keswick, helped them to break the
law of their country. Here is Ito's
own account of it:—

We bid in the outer yard while Mr
Keswick rompleted arrangements for
us, and there we disguised ourselves
$y cutting off our queus, and putting
on coarse clothes, such as sailors wore.
Once Mr. Keswick became alarmed,
and told us he could not put us aboard
the ship. as it was contrary to law. We
threatened to commit suwicide, and then
he consented to get us aboard

Before the Mast

This vessel only took them, however, as
far as Shanghai, and a strange blunder
brought it about that the Japanese emis-
saries destined to have such great influence
on their country’s future reached England
as sailors before the mast. Ito and his
companion were furnished with a latter
of introduction to a person of influence
in London, but when they presented them-
selves at the offices of a British shipping
firm at Shanghai they knew but one
word of English, which was ‘' navigation.”
By dint of repeating it many times the
pair contrived to make it understood
that they wished to go to England
but the agent, ignorant of their identity,
imagined that they desired to work their
passage, and shipped them as seamen on
a sailing vessel, which doubled the
Cape of Good Hope and took some five
months on the journey.

So it fell out that the future Prime
Minister of Japan saw London first on a
wet night, and crouched bungry in a
shelter by the docks while his companion

petly samurai

a relaine?

discussed

GROWERS'

went out on the great adventure of buying
s loal of bread

This was in 18028 The two were In
London sbout & year, leamning, asbove
all things, the lesson that Japan could
8o longer keep the world at arm’s length
The lesson was strongly enforced by the
fact that war had broken out with Britain,
France, the United States. Russia and
Holland. The brave Japanese had oo
chance against modern arms. 1o strong.
Iy counselied reforma, and was suspected
of treachery in consequence

Attempls were made 1o amsamsinate lto
and Inouye The alterwards
Count Inouye, was cut down in the streets
and left for dead. ln pursuit of Tto »
sumber of armed men entered sl night
the hotel in which he was staying, but
be was succossflully hidden from them by
a young girl, hardly in. ber teens, who
happened also to be & guest in the hotel

latter,

The Late Prinee Ito of Japan

and escaped uninjured. The young girl
subsequently became his wile, and has,
with all the charms and dignity that are
so eminently characteristic of Japanese
ladies of rank, been a worthy partner of
his greatness

Three years of bitter civil war followed
the bombardment and treaty of Shim-
onoseki, the net outcome of which was
that feudalism and caste perished, Japan
was united under the Mikado, and the
ideas of Ito and his friends gained ground
in the country. It is common to say that
New Japan dates from 1868—in (bﬁ
single generation greater progress bas
been made than by any other ple
in the world—a transformation 'g'o
without parallel in the history of nations.

Ito gained the confidence of the Em-
peror. In 1568 he was made Governor
of Hiogo, but his first duties were prac-
tically those of interpreter to the boy
Emperor when the latter first saw the
foreign representatives. In 1870, he
was sent abroad to study the question
of banking. This mission resulted in the
adoption of banking regulations which
form the basis of the present Japanese
laws. Ito also took part in an unsuccess-
ful mission !o rsuace the foreign gov-
ernments to relinquish their extra-terri-
torial rights in Japan.

Four Times Premier

In 1881 the Emperor issued a proclama-
tion declaring that ten years later he
would grant a Constitution to the people
of Japan, and Ito was sent to America
and Europe to study the written and un-
written constitutional law of the leading
countries. He reported in favor
A form of government which was practic-
ally adopted.. He himsell became the
first president of the Japanese House
of Peers, and at the age of forty-four
he was appointed Premier, afterwards
resignifig that office in order to become
president of the sewly formed Privy
Council.

Prinee Ito was four times Premierfand

GUIDE

was ot the head of the goveramept during
the war with Chine e had les) to do
with the much greater war with Rusls
He was in St Petersburg when the oride
came, and was understood to disapprove
of & warlike policy

After the war which ended so disas
trowsly for Russda, be refused 1o act 80
peace plenipotentiary, but both during
and after the war he sorved as Resident
Genersl in Koren, He negotisted »
treaty with the Emperor which turned
over all Korea's external relations to
Japan

As resident genersl he “advieed™ 1
Korean Government and when the Emper-
ot of Rorea beeame impossible be brought
about & revolution, which unseated the
monarch, and for & time threw the
country into & state of chace

Secing that both Russia and China
coveted Koren, his work in that country
showed him to be Japan's strong man,
and, as he was always on friendly terme
with the Mikado, his sucorss was sssured

Several sttempts were made upon the '

prince’s life while he was in Koren, but he
was always closely guarded by Japanese
police, and he sscaped unsest

Filteen months ago Prinee Ito vacated
the post he had held with so much success,
and returned to Tokio, where he assumed
the office of President of the Privy Coun.
cil

Chinese statesmen may be surprised
to know that the man who directed the
fnances of Japan died without having
enriched himsell with any greater posses-
sion than & little seaside vills, whose
windows looked out on & garden. The
pretty place, however, had a fame of its
ywn fere bhe made foreign, and o

pecially Eaglish, visitors welcome. Our
langua bhe spoke fluently. Like Ed.
mund Burke, he seemms to have impressed

all who came in contact with him with
an idea of his natural greatness of char-
scter.  He was rather short in stature, but
wiry and sturdy. He dressed in European
siyle, wearing & "frockcoat which would
do credit to & West End wilor.” Hp
villa was as European as & house at Twick-
enham, and his table was generally covered
with English newspapers and reviews
*oe

MAXIMS AND EPIGRAMS
By E. H. Harriman
The Master Builder of Railroads
(1848 —1009).

Grasp an idea and work it out to a
uwml}ul conclusion. That is about
all there is in life for any of us.

People seem to take more stock in
s man who talks than in & man who acts.
But this is a day devoted to jsms, and
it will pass

Every tide has its rise and fall, and
one would be living in a fool's paradise
not to take the ebb into considerstion
in figuring out his future requirements.

The first law of all our civilisation
is the co-operation of all jndividuale
to improve the conditions of life.

To achieve what the world calls success,
& man must attend strietly to business
and keep a little in advance of the times.

There are two thiugs that mensce the
prosperity of this country —idle money and
idle labor. The one is as mischievous
as the other.

It has always seemed wiser to me to
sleep on the roof than in the basement.

“Pull” ean never carry a man far.
It is hard work and application that count.

Fifty years from now five cent.

A

return on capital will be considered as |

good as ten per cent. now. But that

need not worry you or me.

We have had monkey-dinners, and the |

idle and foolish vaporings and routs of
society. Now is the time for less cham-
pagne and truffles and more roast beef
and milk

Matrimony is not essentially a business

proposition. In fact, it never should be
regarded as such. But, npevertheless,
m-mugo often plays an important part
in the race for what is commonly called
success.

Success is the sccomplishment of any
one task as well or better than the same
task can be accomphshed by another.

To the young man “who would be a suc-
cess in life 1 would give these hints:
Always be courteous, always be friendly

and do the best you ean under all cir- |

cumstances. When you marry, choose
a good woman, a co-operative woman,
one who will interest herself in whatever
work it may be incumbent upon you to
do.

people have the get-rich-quick
bacillus. It's & fearful disease. It's
the only menace to this country.
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