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.man doing a succession of lawful acts. Read St.

Oct. 1, 1886.]

and own (but renewod) body, when tho trampet shall

~gound &t the lust day. ‘Theioterveuviog time—be it |

long or short— being passed ms 10 slumblor. No one |
kpows when he passos from wakiog int) wleep. No|
ono knows wheu be passes from hifo 1w death. Iy
both, the awakening will be ynthnut, consciousnesy of
the time passed. So the Beriptures tell us, so our
Church teaches.

w]I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me,
Write. From henceforth blessed are the dead which |

|

die in the Lord ; even so saith the Spirit; for they |
REST FROM THEIR LABOURS."

Let churchmen take warning from tho errors of
others who bave no ancient and reliable gaide, as we
hear ; that they fall not into such. Let them fally
realize that the €harch is Christ's lamp to their feet,
that they stumble not. Let them earncatly strive to
walk in hght and not by the light of tapers of their
own oontriving.

Brockville. Seps. 17th, 1885, - J. R.

THE GOSPEL A8 THE TOUCHSTONE OF
HUMAN LAW,

‘81r,— No man of sense and education, looks to the
Bible as the source from which bhe is to draw the
knowledge, science, and arts, which are to serve his

sotical purposes in this world, in order to qualify

im for some trade or profession by which he is to
eaArn hil li’ving.

Bat every Christian is convinced that there are
many truths plainly stated in the B.ble, especially iu
the N. T., which can be salely used as tests of the
soundness of the discoveries claimed for modern
science and philosopby.

Saience and the arts have made astounding progress of
late years, and almost seem to threaten to change for
us the nature of the world we live in. Aund philoso-
phy claims to have marched pari passu with science
uj art. This plausible claim of philosophy has
doubtless shaken and overthrown the faith of num-
bers, or at least greatly inflaenced the minds of mil
lions in the most enlightened countries.

Without at present saying anythiog as to the
changes wrought in the condition ot men, by the pro-
gress of science and the arts, I will speak bhere, only
of the practical changes of sociology, which modern
philosopby, when directed to that socinl branch of

ulation, claims and urges to be now essential to

well being of mankind. And I will here hmit my
remarks to two poiats. There is & nomerous class of
men, mavy of them in some respects highly educated,
who thiok that they bave dircovered that the greatest
source of moral evil mankind 1s laboring under, is the’
use of alcrolic stimulants, and that one of the highest

fDOMINION OH URJHMAS

I'be parable further fully sustaing the legal principle
of 1uberitunce, natursl descent of property from
pareut Lo chuld,

It asmorts to the binding character of leases. The
gl crime of these wicked husbandmen, was getting
possossion of land by taking a lease, and then appro
priating 1t to themselves by repeated crimes, a series
of murders, -

The Christian student of this parable, if he be prooe

| o political specalasion, may be tempted to inquire

further, ** By what right does the state dictate to a
proprietor how he shall, or shall not use his own, and
what right the state has to dispossess him of it, for
the benetit of other people ?

He who holds to the teachings of this short parable
may well wonder how the temperance prohibitionists
Jusufy their doctrine that the production of alcoholic
beverages, is & crime to be prohibited and punished
by .luw. And, moreover, he at ouce sees that the
Socialists, Communists, Aparchists, Nibilists, and
those political theorists, who teach that property,
especially landed (froperty, held by individuoals, is
robbery of the landless multitude, in short, he sees
that these classes hava an utter contempt for moral
obligations as taught by Christiauity. He is led tur-
ther to include among those classes, those Irish home
rolers, s0 bent on getting rid of landlordism and the
Saxon heretics in Ireland, that they conceive that in
schieving this revolation, it is impossible for them to
commit a crime.

Tlus one short parable goes a long way to establish
on solid foundations some of the most essential rights
and 1nstitutions of social and civil life.

G. M.

HURON FINANCES.

#ir,—A further review of the Widows' and Orphans’
Fund in Huron reveals the fact that if. the appropria-
tion of its lawfal funds to the Mission Fund bad not
been discontinued afier 1884, there would have been
sufficient to meet the demand on the fand. The
amount credited in 1885 tothe W. and O. Fund 1s $450
as paid by the Clergy, some being in arrears, whilsi
the balance is but $97 57. The deficiency therefore
would have been $352.43. The official accounts con-
firm the statements. It should be remembered that
tue annaal parochial collections for missionary work
.1 the diocese are credited to the General Purposes
Fand, so that the greater the charges made upon that
tand from other sources, the less there is to place to
the Mission Fund. The accounts for 1885 show
$5,287.73 arising from parochial and annual subscrip-
tious a8 credited to G. P. F. account, whilst the
smount transferred to the Mission Fand is 83,757 80,

duties of the state, 1s t0 reader this use impossible l;ﬂme'uﬁ $1,528 93 less than the amount collected. [ uw

prohibi.ory legislation.

Tbere 18 avother class of men, becoming, pérhaps,
in many civilized countries, yst more numerous than
the probibitionists of alcobol, these have found out
that the proprietory rights, especially 10 landed prop.
erty, is only a time honoured abuse, the usarpation,
by a class, of tLe bouWRies of God to all mankind.
Or, in case they do not believe in a God, a long eu-
dured perversion of the right of all men, to the bene-
fis of the few.

Now, when these two fundamental propositions of
the new social phulosophy, are stated to & man, and
his assent to their truth demanded if he be a believ
ing Christian, befcre he plunges into a long and puz

inquiry as to the nature of man, and his cond:-
tion in this world, he will at once ask himself, is there
Dothing in God's Word that throws light on these ques
tions ?  Without going back to the Old Testament,
he will remember Christ himsel! bas spoken on these
points, And that when Christ teaches, 1t 18 with a
E‘lileo& knowledge of all the present and future possi-
ties of the case in hand. He furnishes a rule, not
for  particular state of society, or couutry, or age,
bt for the guidance of mankind in all countries, in
all states of society, throughout all time.

The believing man, if familiar with the Gospel, will
remember a certain

's future dealings with the Jewish nation. In
this parable, Chriss likens God the Father to a certain

Matthew xxi, 83.
. What does this reader of the Gospel and this be-
liever in the Gospel, learn from  this
Parable ? From the first learns
$hat & landholder may devote his acres, and
his Wealth to the the culuivation of the viue, and the
ﬁ?:nouon of wine, and that he may do this ona
® scale, forhe let oat his vineyard, not to one
tenant, bat to several. We have here the highest
;:thomy for saying that the production of alcoholic
Overages, is an innocent, lawtul industry, not unbefit-
tin :‘l?hliistisn man. e
. 1 Uhe latter part of the parable, we find grounds
Justity & man ig“being. ng& only a large landholder
aud landlord over many tenants, but in being an ab-
8entee landlord colleoting his rents, and managing his
by his agents.

part he

parable, in which Christ fortells | PO

aware that tuis course has prevailed in the dicese
berviofore, altbotgh not without objection, but 1t
proves how the Mission Fund suffers from the practice:
uow that the Trust Funds are assessed for their man
agement, & better method might be adopted. As to
the present appropriation of the surplus of the Com-
wutation Fund to the Mission Fund, 1t is deserving ol
notice, that the amount cootributed therefrom the
past year was $5,553 56, whilst the amount contribut-
«d by the diocese from parochial and other collections
amounted to $8 488.49 ; 1n other words the clergy con

tributed to the Mission Fand, from a fuad which was
yiven for their benefit $5,553.56 to carry on the missiou-
ary work of the diocese, wnilst the diocese for the same
purpose contributed but $8,488 49. I do not under-
siund that the Gospel of Jesus Christ requires those
who serve at the altar, to provide the sacrifices offer-
ed thereon. ) )

The superannuated clergy are paid entirely from
out of the Commutation Fund, and therefore all, ex.
cepting the original commuted clergy, are in
reality provided for by the clergy, and at the
expense of the poorest paid amongst chem.
Ido not say that it is improper to receive from
thus fund, but why should not the diocese con
wribate someching for their *‘ maintenance and sup-
rt,” as well as she clergy ? They spend, and are
spent for the Church. The truth is, that the appro-
priation of the interest arising from the Clergy Trust
to the Mission Fand, has dried up the springs of lay
liberality which formerly existed, and as a result their
active and practical sympathy for the work of the
Church, has decreased. Whilst the Church suffers
financially, they suffer spiritually. Could anything
else be expected, when & sacred Trust was taken from
those to whom it lawfully belonged, and given to
others ! It was wrong, and honourable Christian lay-
men will refuse to partake of & benefit, to which they
bave no right. Christian men will not knowingly do
wroug, for,the purpose of neglecting the pertorn;g:e
of an 1mperative g::g 'Ah“:gild not profit by g

ssion of Na 's vineyard.
po?;l:t what is the practical outcome of the preeenmt
financial system of the diocese as it bears pé)oin e
Commutation Fand ? It is that the poorer pal g3e:§y
of the diocese receive no larger stipends. In 18 h:
Mission Fund, although it received no aid from ¢
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surplus of the Commutation Fuand, rendered assist-
auco 80 a8 to provide an income of $500 per annnm,
whilst at the present time it only rcuders assistance
to provide un income of 700, ucless a special grunt is
made. There are some seventy of the clergy on the
Mission Fund, so that to each ope a deficit exists of
$100 from this source. The amount sopplied the
Mig~ion Fond from the surplus Commutation is as
stated 35,553, sufficient to give to twenty -seven of
$200 each. From this it appears that twenty seven
poorly paid clergymen are $300 per annum worse off
than 1n 1873, which means that inetesd of receiving
81 000 as a stipend, they receive but $700. This is
in fuce of the fact that since 1873 there has been a
large development of material in the diocese. I think
vbis sufficiently demonstrates the fact that the legis-
lation of 1876 in dealing, as it did, with the disposi-
tion of the surplus of the Commutation Fund, was
financially disastrous to the diocese, and consequently
injurious to the well being and prosperity of the
Church.  As to the morality of the proceeding no
truly Christian man will attempt to jastify it.
FINaNCE.
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FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, ON
THE INSTITUTE LEAFLETS.

Published under authority of the Sumday School Com-

mittee of the Toronto Diocese.
Compiled from W. 8. Smith’s work on Genesis and other
writers.
OctoBER 11th, 1885.
Vou. IV. 19th Sunday after Trinity.
BIBLE LEssoON.
* The Reconciled Brethren.’—Genesis xlv. 1, 16.
We have seen the difficult methods which Joseph
employed to test the sincerity of his brethren’s
repentance. H)Ow almost to the verge of harshness
he treats them, until thoroughly humbled. Judah as

their spukesman, elogueatly and pathetically lays
bare the 1ngaost recessgs of their hearts, and finally

No. 46

Bepjamin's hiberty.

It was impossible for Joseph any longer to doubt
the affection of Judah and his brothers for Benjamin.
He, therefore, does not leave them a moment long:r
tuan necessary in suspense. He himself has been
almost overcome twice already by his brotherly affec-
vion, and now he canuot restrain himself from expres: -
sing 1t. He, therefore, orders all his attendants to
witndraw ; ** Cause every man to go out, ngstrauger
must 1ntermeddie with the joy of the reconciliation.

(1). Joseph's Avowal, verse 8. Can we fancy how
the simple words ** 1 am Joseph,’’ must bave sounded ?
Well might his brethren at first be dumb, remember-
ing bow they bad treated him. So in Acts ix. 6, Sanl
** trembling and astonished,” hears the voice of Jesus.
But Joseph called kindly, * Come near to me I pray
you,” you see before you the brother whom you hated,
persecuted, and sold 1nto bondage. So our Lord said,
*Iam Jesus whom thou persecuted,” Acts 1x. 5.
Joseph then softens down their grief and shame for
«be 1njuries they had dome ham, by showing them
how God's providence had overruled their actions and
broughs good out of evil, verse 5. He then explains
to tuem that the famine should lass five years longer,
during all which time, there should be neither seed
tume nor harvest, verse 6, and how God had used him
while viceroy of Egypt, to be also the preserver of
nis father’'s house, compare Psalm cv. 16, 17. Thus
they could see God's guiding band, verse 8, n bring-
ing him, whom they had sold into slavery, to be the
chief councillor of Pharoah, second only to the king
bhimself. He themsbids them verse 9, to lose no time
1n hastening to tell their father the wonderful news
that bis long lost son was alive, and to deliver the
message he sends by them, verzes 9-11, that he would
take care of his father and all the family during the
years of famine. Let us observe here how Joseph
was an example of the duty inculcated n the fifth
commandmens, compare also 1 Tim. v, 4.

(2). Mutual Salutations, verses 14, 15, After Joseph
had embraced his brother Bevjamin, who had been
about a year old when he was se ed from his
brethren, he in like manner embraced them all, and
then alter this seal of forgiveness, shey felt indeed
that he was their brother, and were able to converse
familiarly with him ; and how much they would have
to tell and he to hear. See what a -change Jaiseph's
kindness wrought on his brothers, the old feelings of

he been unforgiving. It well exemplifies the truth of
the old saying * It takes two to make a quoarrel.”
May we be as ready to forgive those who have injured
us as Joseph wus. Compare Psalm exxxiii.; Prov.
xv. 17 ; Eph. iv, 82

offers himself as a bondservant to procare his brother

envy and jealousy might have flamed up anew, had .
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