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Religions fMliscellany.
" Remember thy Bible.

Remember thy Bible ; for on it hath gazed
The bright eyes of childbood and youth;
And their hearts bave grown warm wih rap-
tare and piaise,
As they read o'er its pure words of truth.
Remember thy Bible—the dim eyes of age
Have brightened with feelings of love ;
Aond their pale cheeks bave glowed, as they
bent o'er the page
That told of their bright home above, -

Remember thy Bible ; its words have been read
By thy fatber at morn and at even,

To the family circle now scattered and dead ;
Oh ! how maay have lett thee for heaven !
But though amid weeping and mourning below,
Death bath broken affection’s bright chain ;
Yet the fair golden links still brighter shall

glow,
When united in beaven again.

Remember thy Bible in affliction’s dark bours,
When the loved ones are passing away ;
Its sweet words shall fall Lke dew on the flow-
ers,
When faint 'neath a long summer’s day ;

.‘hen turn to thy Bible ; "twill dry thy sad tears,

And thy shadows shall pass swift away,
And the stars brighter grow till the morning

appears,
I'ben fade in the calm light of day.

So amid the dark woes that o’ershadow thee now,
As thy bark by the wild storm is driven,
The bopes of the Bible still brighter shall glow,
Till thou wake in the pure light of heaven,
Remember thy Bible, when thou nearest the

briok
4 Ot Jordan, the river of death ;
Its sweet words of promise will not let thee sink,
And praises shall tane thy last breath,

——a—

_ John Wesley.

It has sometimes been asked whether
Wesley is entitled to rank in the highest
class of great men ?  The question is vague,
and hardly admits of an unquulified answer
Of the two highest classes of great minds—
the speculitive, or ** philosophical” think-
ers on the one hand ; and the practical,
comprising great legislators, captains, and
inventors, on the other—it may be doubted
which is entitled to the supremacy. The
former, if we do not inelude in it the poelic,
or rather the artistic genius, has afforded
comparatively little advantage to maokind,
beyond an exhibition of the greatness of the
human faculties. Speculative inquiry has
seldom given to the world a great demon-
strated truth. It is doubtlul, that it bas yet
afforded a single unquestionable resultio the
bighest field of its research—that sublime
sphere of abstract truth which is usually
called speculative philosophy ; and its in-
vestigations of the constitution of the mind
are yet far from settling, with scientific cer-
tainty, any theory af psychology. .

Oa the other hand, a single great practi-
cal life, sometimes & single act of such a life,
has advanced appreciably the whole civi-
lized world. A great captain has broken
the chains of a nation. A great legislator
bas set free the energies of millions of men
for progress in all uselul enterprices. A
single philanthropist bas imtiated improve
ments in the administration of justice which
bave alleviated the anguish of teos of thou-
sands, buve re‘ormed the prison discipline
and penal jurisprudence of his country, and
promise yet to turn prisons into schools, and
to render the gallows a barbarity, abhorrent
as well to the justice as the mercy of man-
kind. A diffident, poor, drudging srtisan,
by the invention of the steam engine, bas
given to his own country an aggregate of
stcam power equal to the bands of more than
four hundred millions of men, more than
equal to twice the number of males capable of
labor on our planet—an invention which Las
already, in its- combined power throughout
the globe, & capacity for work equal to the
male capacity for manual toil ot five or six
planets like ours; such a man may be said
to create new worlds on the surface of our
own. i
Even the greatest mind which bas infla-
enced modern scientific inquiry, while teach-
ing the world how to thick, never discovered
a new scientific fact. He gave not a single
original invention to the practical arts, tho’
his mighty intelleet, expeunding and system-
atizing a thought which was scientifically as
oid as Aristotle and practically as old as
buwan reason, has directed all subsequent
practical studies. )

Tne classification of greal men mmust in-
evitably be difficuls and awbiguous; ‘but[lhe
genius which most influences the sentiments.
if not the intellect of men, the genius of
great paiaters, sculptors, architects, and
poets, may perhaps be more relevantly in-
cluded in the class of grest practical, than
in that of great speculative minds. The
gpecu'ations of Plato, Dascartes, Leibuitz.
and Kaat, considered apart from the benefi-
cial example of superior intellectuai power
which they present, have added little or
pothing to the advancement of the race, and
the few examples of praciical utility whicb
¢.un ba citzd frum the history of philosopbic
thiokers might be claimed as excsptional to
their usual classification. Even the mathe-
matics rank doubtfully, at least, bgtween the
two classes ¢ the discoveries of Newton ap-
pertain to the physical world, and the great-
est of his succeseors bas legitimately placed
the proudest monumwent of astronomical
kuowledge in the cla s of scientific mecha-
pics. But amid the ambiguities wb.ich beset
this question—a question mOre curious, per-
bape, than important—there can be little
hesitancy in placing John Wesley in the first
rank of those historical men whose great-
pess in the legislature, the cabinet, the field,
philantbropy, or any sphere of active I.nfe.
is attributable to to their practical sagacity,
energy, and success. o

In these three respects what man in his-
tory transcends him ? If it can be affirmed
that he was far from being a great, a pro-
found thinker ; that, as"some of his critics
bave pronouticed, his wind was more logi-
cal,” or even ** iniuitional,”® than phnlo-so-
phic, yet who can deny him tke tribute of
the historian of bis country, that he con-
ducted “ a most remarkable moral revolu-
tion ; was a man whose eloquence and lo-
gical scuteness might have rendered him
emioent in lileratare ; whose genius for

—— ‘
# The first is Coleridge's, the second lsase Taylor's
opiaca.

| government was not inferior to that of Ri-

chelicu, and who, whatever his errors may
have been, devoted all Lis powers, in defi-

8pecies.”t The somewhat vague affirma-
tion that bis mind was more intuitional than

must signify that his sagacity was so rapid
and acate that the processes of reasoning
and judgment, ususl in other men, were (oot
absent bur) scarcely perceptible in his clear
and prompt intellect. The resuits of the prac-
tical facts with whichWesley bad to deal,like
all the practical affairs of men, must always
be contingent, and there can be no intuition
of contingent results. Their right antici-
pation must be the effect of calculations and
combinations ot the intellect.

If Wesley was deficient in what consti-
tates the highest speculative or philosophic
mind, this deficiency itself was perbaps a
necessary qualification for the more utilita-
rian greatness to which bhe was appointed.
It was necesary that he should be a great
legislator in order to render secare the fruits
of his greatness in 80 many other respects.
Speculative philosophers bave seldom been
good legislators ; the history of great men
affords not one example of the two charac-
ters combined. The Republic of Plato is
still an ideal system of beautilal peurilities
to stateamen ; the Politics of Aristotle have
seldom had a legislative eopyist ; Utopia of
Sir Thomas Moore is still a Utopia, the
source of proverbial expression 10 our lan-
guage, but of no laws to cur commonwealths;
the new Atlantis of Bacon is yet a dream,
notwithstanding its utilitarian suggestions ;
Locke’s Fundamental Coustitutions of Ca-
rolina were found impracticable ; and Rous-
seau’s Contrat Social ranks only as an ex-
ample of political rhetoric Bat John Wee-
ley founded an ecclesiastical system which
bas only become more efficient by the lapse
of a hundred years, and which is acknow-
ledged to be more effective, whether for
good or evil, than any oiber in the Protes-
tant world. More than bas been usual with
the founders of systems of policy, whether
in Church or State, it was his own work.
His most invidious though most enteraining
biographer bas acknowleged his ubility e o
legislator, Jand conceded that ¢ whatever
power was displayed in the formation of the
economy of Methodism was his own.” He
began his great work not only without pres.
tige, as has been shown, bat in entirely ad-
verse circumstances.

The moral condition of the nation, which
required® his extraordinary plans, was the
most formidable difficulty to their prosecu-
tion. He threw himselt out upon the gene-
ral demoralization without reputation, with-
out inflaential friends, without money, with
no other resoarce than the soul within him
and the God above him. Before he had
fairly begun his great career, he was re-
duced even below the ordinary advantages
of common English clergyman ; he bad be-
come already the object of derision; he bad
no church, and was turned out of the pulpits
of his brethren. Excepting some insignifi-
chnt societies, like 1hat of Fetter Lane, the
highway of the field and the reckiess mob
were all that remained to hhm. Bat he be
gan his work ; he united his rude converts
into “ Bands,” formed * Classes,” built
Chapels, appointed Trustees, Stewards,
Leaders, Exhorters : organized a Lay Mi-
oistry, and rallied into it men of extraordi-
vary characters and talents ; iounded the
Conference ; gave his society a disciplioe
and a constitution, & literature, a psalmody
and a liturgy ; saw his cause established iu
the United States with an episcopal organi-
zation planted in the British North Ameri-
can Provinces, and in the Weat Indies, and
died at last with his system apparently com-
pleted, universally eflcctive and prosperous,
sustained by five bundred and fiity itinerant
and thousands of local preachers, and more
tban a hundred and fifty thousand members,
and so energetic that many men who bad
been his co-laborers lived to see it the pre-
dominant body of Dissenters in the United
Kingdom and the British Colonies, the most
numerous Church of the United Siates of
America, and successfully planted on most
of the outlines of the Missionary world.

The success of such a career depends, of
course, much upon “ circumstances,” but cir-
cumsiances may develop great men, they
cannot create them. He is great who can
tarn favorable circumstances to great ac-
count ; he is greater who can create his own
favorable circumstances, as well as turn them
to account. Wesley did both, if any man
in history ever did. The success which de-
pends on external conditioas is often impair-
ed or defeated by the lack of the compre-
hensive vigilance and skili which can control
the whole series of circumsiances essential
10 success, ofien the critical one in tLe series
may be secure ; the key to the whbole may
tbher:fore be lost in an unguarded emergency,
acd many a career, splendidly begun, bas
thus come to an impotent conclusion It
was next to impossible for Wesley to bave
failed in this maooer. Not only his clear
discernment saw, but his unitermiitsd and
steady energy seized and appropriated all
the facilities, small and great. If it should
be said that he had superfluous labors, it
certainly cannot be eaid that he bad deficient
diligence ; ard if he sometimes availed him-
sell of unnecessary circumstances, it was
hardly possible he cou'd lose a necessary one.

t Macaulay, article on' Soathey’s * Colloquies on
Society,” Edinburgh Review, 1850 ; and Essays, Cri-
tical and M:scellaneous, p. 100. (Philadelphia, 1845 )
Buckle (History of Oivilization in Eogland, vol. 1,
~hap. 7, s2ys : “ strongly as this is expressed, it will
scarcely appear an exaggeration to those who have
compared the success of
Buckle pronounces Wesley “ the first of theological
statesmen.”

Charity.

Charity embraces the widé circle of all
possible kindnesses. 'Every good act is
charity ; your emiling in your brotber’s face
is charity ; an exbortation of your fellow-
man to virtuous deeds is equal to nlmsgiv-
ing ; your putting a wanderer in the right
rosd is charity ; your assisting tbe blind is
cbarity ; your moving stoves and thorns
from the road is charity ; your giving water
10 the thirsty is charity. A good mans
wealth herealter is the good be does in this
world 10 his fellow-man. When be dies,
people will say, “ What property has be
left behind him 1" Bat the angels will ask,
“ What good deeds bes he sent before him 7"

—lrving.

ance of oblogquy and derision, 10 what he |
| sincerely considered ihe highest good of his

philosophical, if it bas any meaning at all, |

esiey with his difficultres.” | P8

 Wesleyans—Domestic Worshilr

Beloved brothers and sisters, heads of

| families, pray read this beautiful plan for

family devotion. Is it not possible that we |
may adopt it by extra effort? If so, shall
| not the love of holiness, of Christ, constrain
{us? Is there not great need in many fami- |
lies of more time, reverence, and refresh-
ment, at the family altar? Shall we not|
magnify our office as priests over our house- |
hold? Will we not wish we had when dy- |
ing ? when too weok, even to speak to those
dear ones once more? Beside, godliness
has the promise of the life that now is. 8o
our children’s saccess in life, other things
being equal, depends upon théir manners —
And good manners must be acquired in gen-
eral, at home, and in childhood, or never.—
Ob! may God help us to see the true aim
and business of life, and as David returned
from the sanctpary to bless his household, so
may we do. If one family can do this, can
not more? ls there not need of a better
“ plan ” in most families ? Obstacles in our
bustling state of society are many and great.
But ought we not to overcome them? But
we will not ¥ Will we not? by grace? Oh!
may God strengthen and help us! The
emphasizing 18 our own.

Domestic prayer usually follows the morn-
ing and the evening meal—the former at
eight o'clock, the latter at ten. The Aymas
are lined, and the prayers are closed with |
apostolic benediction. The morning prayer |
is postponed till after breakfast, to allow of
the friendly greetings and enquiry of the
family after the night's repose. ‘I'he chil-
dren, young and old, as they enter the break-
fast room, kiss their parents and shake hands
with the guests, while they earnestly ask con-
cerning their health and slumbers. Private
prayer, there is reason to believe, is faith-
fully’ enforced and generally observed. Be-
side thie, in the bappy family_ of which I
speak, the father and mother, before they
part in the morning and afier they meet in
the evening, resort to an tnterior altar for
sacred converse and mutual prayer, and they
allow nothing to interfere with these hours
of sacred communion A beautiful usage.
There are confessions to be uttered by the
uniied bead of the family which cannot be
appreciated by the whole housebold ; there
is ari intimacy of religious communion, and
a strictness of religious enquiry, proper be-
tween parties thus intimately related, which
would be precluded by the presence of their
guests, domestics,or even their own children.
In this coonubial sanctuary what errors
may be corrected, what misunderstandings
prevented, what mutual confidence inspired
as the united spirits become more and more
transparant to each other in the presence of
their common Father! How their love may
be heightened and their fellowship sweetened
as they trace each other’s footsteps toward
the world of life, and prepare for the pure
and peaceful fellowship of the angels of God!
Such an inner altar may be less necessary
where parties live constantly in the presence
of each other, than amid the excitements,
the couflcts, the company, and the tempta-
tions of a great and guilty city. To parents_
whcse marriage is rather a business partner-
ship than a spiritual union, and whose inter-
course is embittered by want of confidence
or lack of affection, by repeated misucder-
standings or petty offences, | would say:
Try it.

Oo my last visit to the excellent family
alluded to, | was admitted into their interior
place of worship, where, after, taking a gen-
eral farewell of the family, | might bid a
special farewell to its head. First the stran-
ger prayed, then the wife, then the husband.
1o such circumstances one feels near to hea-
ven, and as he rises 1o shake hands, no!
with dry eyes, be can bat say : “ If | were
not going home I should feel that I was go-
ing from home.”— Beauty of Holiness.

The Little Angel.

A gentleman in the neighborbood of Lon-
don was once induced to visit a poor woman
who was sick. When he entered the room,
he perceived a little girl kneeling at her
bedside, who immediately withdrew On
inquiring who the child was, the sick wo-
man replied : ¢ O sir, it is a little angel
who frequently comes to 1cad the Scrip
tures to me to my great comfort, and bas
just now given me sixpence.” Oa further
inquiry, he found shé was one of the girls
belonging to a neighbouring Sunday school.
He took an opportunity afterward of ques-
tioning the child as 1o the reason of her con-
duct, when she answered: * Because, sir, 1
find it is said in the Bible, that ¢ pare relig-
ion and nodefiled before God and the Father
is this : to visit the fatherless and widows in
their affl.ction.”” * Well, and did you
give ber any money ?’ ~ “ Yes sir,” ‘' And
where did you get it?” ¢ Sir, it was there-
ward given me in the school.” That was
truly charity of the highest kind, and might
sfford a fair opportunity for expatiating od
the maaifold benefits which the the children
of the poor (and of the rich too!) derive
from Sunday-school instruction.—Sunday

School Times.

A Miracle.

The mention of almsgiving recalls a some-
what ludicrous story of modern date, where
a most inopportune miracle was wrought.—
The well known French Missionary, Father
Bridane, was always poor, for the simple
reason that be gave away everything he bad.
Oune evening he asked for a night’s lodging
of the curate of a village through which he
ssed, and the worthy man baving only
one bed, shared it with him. At daybreak
Father Bridaine rose, according to custom,
and went to say his prayers at the neigh-
bouring cburch. Returning from bis sacred
duty he met a begﬁnr. who asked an alms.
« Alas, my friend, | bave nothing !"* said ihe
good priest, mechanically putting bis bacd
in his breeches pocket, where, to his aston-
ishment, he found sometbing bard wrapped
up in a paper, which he knew he bad not
left there. He bastily opened the paper,
and seing four crowns in it, cried out that it
was a miracle! He gave the mosey to the
beggsr, and hastened into the church to re-
turn thaoks to God. The curate soon after
arrived there, and Fatber Bridaine related
tbe miracle with the greatest unction ; the
curate turned pale, put his hand in bis poc-
ket, #nd in an instant perceived that Father
Bridaine, in getting op in the dark, bad ta-
ken the wrong pair of breeches ; he had per-

| made, *“ do you not epjoy here the same

| you were sarrounded by triends who loved

| fort of the Holy Ghost.”

formed a miracle with the-curate’s crowns.

Religious Enjoyment.

A young man at a camp-meeting com-
plained that he did mot enjoy the religious |

services of the occasion as he had those of |

means of grace—bave you not the same
mercy-seat 7—can you not approach it io the
pame of the same Mediator ? and have you
not the promise of the same Spirit? Are
you sure,” he affectionately continued, « that
your enjoyment of the other meeting was

tltogether a religious enjoyment ? There

you, and bestowed upon you every kindness
and provided for you every comfort ; you
met with pothing but friendship and affec-
tion; you were at home. Here you are a
stranger to the people, and you miss those
exhibitions of kindness ; and perbaps this
is the cause of the difference in your feel-
ings.”

The young minister made no reply, bat
with a chastenied and thoughtful air retired
alone into the adjacent grove ; and when he
returned his appearance and deportment in-
dicated 1hat he had learned a valuable lesson.

The distinction between natural and reli-
gious enjoyment is sometimes lost sight of.
It is necessary, therefore, that other cources
of enjoyment be cut of, that the Christian
may be able to know whether be is “ walk-
ing in the fear of the Lord, and in the com-
This is the philo-
sopby of temporal affliction. The objects of
our affection are torn from us—our earthly
treasures take to themselves wings and fly
away—we are bereaved, stripped of every-
thing but God and religion. 1f these be Jeft,
we are bappy stil!, for all things work toge-
ther for good to them that love God. It is
only through affliction that God teaches some
of us the great lesson, that our happiness
must ever find its source and centre in him.
— Pacific Methodist.

The Hour of Death.

| have lived to see tbat this world is full
of perturbations ; and I bave long been pre-
paring to leave it, and gather comfort for
the awful hour of making up my account
with God, which | now apprehend to be
near. And though I have by his grace
loved him in my youth, and feared him in
my age, and laboured to bave a conscience
void of offence towards all mer, yet, if thou,
Lord, shouldst be extreme to mark what I
have done amiss, how shall I abide it ?—
Where I bave failed, Lord, show mercy to
me; for | plead not my righteousness, but
the forg'veness of my unrighteousnes,
through his merits who died to purchase
pardon for penitent sinners. And since I
owe thee a death, Lord, let it not be terri-
ble, and then choose tby own time; I sub-
mit to it. Let not mine, O Lord, but thy
will be done.—Rickard Hooker.

Religious In&Uigmte. |

Speech of a Returned Mi;sion-
ary from Ceylon,

AT THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF TUE
WESLEYAN - MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN
EXETER HALL.

The Rev. Jobn Walton, Missifnary from
Ceylon, said—I observe that time preeses,
and I um sure that the wishes of the meet-
ing and the arrangements for the day will
be best consulted by my abstaining from all
preliminary remarks. | occupy a position
which almost every returned Missionary in
the order of his course is called to fll. For
once in his life he stands in this place, and
commands tbe ear of the whole Connexion ;
and as it Las come to my turn, and as |
uever expect to have such a chance again, 1
am apxious to make the mostot this oppor-
tupity. If I do not mistake the elements of
which this meeting is composed, it is em-
phatically a representative assembly. The
leading supporters of this great Society are
bere present. This is a sort of Missionary
Pentecost to which devout Methodists come
up from every Circuit in the land, and |
strongly feel that if I bave any thing to
~ay, and koow how to say it, this is the time.
[ teel too that my subject is capable of in
spiring strong utierances of thought, which
your minds might carry to your friends, and
rooms, and churches in every part of our
land. | am a Missionary to the Hindus,
and it is very fortunate for me that lodia
and the Hindas are exciting great intérest
at the present time. The cry of your East-
ern Missionaries, ¢ Come over into Mace-
donia and help us,” so feebly responded to
by the British Churches, seemed to wax
tainter and fainter until it was stlll, and
Christendom securely slept. Then was
heard ano.her cry—the yell of mad rebel-
lion, the shriek of dying mothers and mur-
dered inuocents. That cry seemed to enter
Britain’s ear, and to touch Britain’: heart
I find that the conscience of this nation; is
now thoroughly awake on the subject of In
dia. It feels that it has proved unfaithful
to every part of the Indian trust—tbat there
has been as much guilty neglect on the part
of the Church as of gross mismanagement
on the port of the State. I will not specu-
late as to the probable position of India at
this moment, if the scenes of the recent
Mautiny had been occupied by Christian
Missions when God confided them to our’
keeping avd threw open the door to the
Gospel. Bat the fact is that the seat and
centre of the Mutiny was the region where
Christian Missions were always few and
feeble, and where Christianity has always
been repressed by the Government; whilst
in South India and Ceylon, where the Mis-
sions have been vigorous, we have bardly
felt the distant shock of wars. That is a
fact that cannot fail to read a lesson to all
men who believe Almighty God rules ‘the
world. The island of Ceylon hes been a
British dependency for upwards of sixty
years. It bas been ruled, in whole or in
part, by Earopeans for three ceuturies and
a balf.” For 130 years it was held by the
Portuguse. For 150 years mare it was
ruled by the Datch. The Datch deprived
its wretched inbabitants of tbe last shred of
civil and religious liberty, and chastised
with scorpions where the Portuguese had
but chastised with whips. The bistory of
tbe Dateh rule in Ceylon can never be read
by Protestants witbout & blosh. The force
they used, the bribes they cfi=red, tbe cruel

edicts they enforced to restrain the coa-

' aciences of these poor Pagans—the records ' impossible to convert the Hindus, and that | to examine me.” I state these facts to give
lof that time we cannot peruse without a | he bad tried every expedient of his church you an idea of the character of our pupils,

feeling of sbame ; and if I were put on my | for 25 years; and the good Henry Martyn,  and of the quality of our teaching. 1 am
oath to-day, conviction would constrain me | alter some years’ toil, said, “ If ever I see a | often asked in this country, ** What becomes
to say that the course of true Christianity | Hindu become a sincere believer in Jesus,, of those young men who pass through your '

| another recently held. “ Why not 7" asked | fi 8 1 | i i isti hools "
| an aged minister te whem the gomplaint was1 bas suffered more from the Protestant Dutch | I sball see something more approaching the Christian schools

Why, sir, some of

Government in Ceylon, than from Heatlien | resurrection of a dead body, than anything | them become Christians, but not ail. Many
priests on the one band or popish priests on | I have yet seen:™ and two years afterwards | of them, leave us to return (o naiive society,

the other. When the British took possession |

of Ceylon, there -were 500,000 baptised na-
tives, members of the Datch Church. They
had been won over to a nominal profession
of Christianity by worldly hopes and world-
ly offers. None but baptised natives were
elegible to places in the public service, and
whben a man apostatised from Christianity it
cost him something more than bis place.—
The Government tempted the natives into
the Church by bribes, and passed a law uo-
der which the magistrates flogged all deser-
ters—a device which served to make men
hypocrites, and to keep them so. The
Datch rule in Ceylon is a bitter hereditary
memory, which rankles in the hearts of the
population to. this day, and makes many re-
gard Christianity with repugnance, and even
with loathing. A venerable Hindu, who in
bis youth had been a Presbyterian school-
master, was asked how it was that while the
Datch succeeded in converting ntarly the
whole population, the British bad coo-
verted 0 very few ? * I will tell you,” said
the old man ; * when the Datch brought the
Gospel milk to Ceylon, they gave it to us
scalding hot : it scalded our throats, and now
the people are afraid to come to the vessel
to drink.” I need not point out the truth
which underlies the simple figure. When
the jsland came into the possession of its
pres€at masters, the Loondon Society was
the first to attempt to form a Mission. In
the year 1804 the London Mission sent out
three men, but the Mission encountered
difficulties and eventually failed. One Mis-
sionary died, one was deported by the Gov-
ernment, and the third entered the public
service as a Colonial Chaplain I do not
say that the London Mission has allowed
itself to be beaten. It bas entered the most
difficult fields, and bas cultivated them with
a patience, a perseverance, and a success
which eatitle it to hold the very first rank
in the great battle, and it bas becn served
by agents whom the civilized world delight
to honour. And as I have no doubt there
are now present some gentlemen connected
with the London Society, I may take the
opportunity of saying that if their hearts
incline to these fields of their early choice,
our missionaries there will be happy to poiut
out a useful sphere, and give them a cordial
welcome, and wish them God speed in their
work. Eight years later the Baptisis en-
tered Ceylon, and they have an excellent
cause, resting on a good foundation, and car-
ried on by able and self-denying men. In
the year 1814 Methodism sent its humble
contingent, and we were followed by the
Missionaries of  the American Board, the
Church Missionary Society, and the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel. Our
Mission is the second in point ot arrival,
but in its influence and the extent of its
operations, in the devotion and capacity of
its agents, it is second to none. I will not,
however, make any comparisons of that na-
ture. That is what the Missionaries in
Ceylon never do. The Missionaries cf the
various Denominations labour in cordial
harmony, and whilst every man is conscien-
tiously attached to bis own Society, they all
feel that they are ‘the servants of one Mas.
ter, and fellow-labourers in one common
cause [n Ceylou I never saw anything of
tbat envy which ¢ sickens at anotber’s good.”
Ephraim does not envy Judah, and Judab
does not vex Ephraim; and [ have seen
Cburchmen, Bapt:sts, and American Con-
gregationalists uniting in_hearty doxology
over Methodist success. It was my Lappi-
pess to be coonected with a Missionary
union in Ceylon for several years. Tha
anion comprehended all the Missionaries
labouring in the district belonging to three
Societies. It met on the first Monday in
every month for the interchange of idlelli-
gence and mutual counsel and prayer.—
These meetings had the effect of confirming
our brotnerly attachment to each other’s
work. A Church Missionary in Jaffoa
might well take my place here to day and
give you an account of the state of the Wes-
‘eyan Mission there ; and if I were suffi-
ciently advanced here for that sort of thing
[ shou!d be willing to do my best on the
platform of his Society to testily tc the suc-
cess which a wonder-working God bas
vouchsafed to bim  There bas been sn
Evangelical Alliacce in Ceylon for more
than Lalf a century—the substance as well
as the form—and that Alliance was com-
meoced by a Methodist, Thomas Squance.
Thomas Squance, the last surviviog pioneer
of Ceylon Metbodism, the last of that brave
band led by Dr. Coke, who has left bebind
him a memorial which our Missioparies will
never allow to die—that Missionary union
to which I have alluded. - As to Missionary
agencies, the missionaries of different Socie
ties are much of the same mind and the
same judgment, and while there bave been
minor differences as to details, the plans of
labour in all the Missions bave been sub-
stantially the same, and from a description
of one you may kuow all the rest. The
first thing bas ever been the preacbing of
the Gospel—the blowing of the trumpet, to
which the gentleman who preceded me has
s0 eloquenily alluded—the preaching of the
Gospel in_the vernacular of the people—
Such was the Mission commenced by Mr
Clough, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Squaace, and
others, twenty years ago,and such is the
Mission at the present time. I am the more
careful on making this statement because
those who do not know us imegioe that edu-
cational flans have absorbed all our ener-
gies, and eclipsed God’s great ordinance of
preaching. Nothing of the kind. Tbe
world does not contain more competent and
vernacular preachers than are found in lndia
and in Ceylon. It is true that we bave
schools to which we attach great importauce.
We teach as well as preach Jesus Cbrist, to
the young as well as to theold. We lay
bold of the young, anticipating if we cao
Brahminism on the ooe band, and Buddhism
on the otber; and train them for the service
of Him who said « Suffer little children to
come unto me.” It is troe that our saccess
amorg the adults bas been comparatively
small. But we bave never faltered in our
faith in the power of the Gospel to saye the
Hindus, nor bave we faltered in preaching,

‘oor bave our Missionaries wanted encour-

sgement in their work. A celebrated French
issl , the Abbe Dabois, said it was

be said, * I have a doubt of every Hinda-
stani Christian in Hindastan.” It is true,
the work is bard ; bat we have lived to tes-
tify that the impossible can be dove. We
have witnessed many such a resarrection,
and have lived in sweet communion with
Hindu converts, whose experience is of the
deepest, and whose Christian character we
could not doubt. From these Christian
schoola we expect great fruits, and | have
often remarked that, in cases of adult con-
version, they were persons who in early life
bad been in our Mission schools. Itisa
common thing to bear a parent say, “ I am
too old to change, but my children will be-
come Christians.” We know that as weil
as he does, and we laboar to lay hold of the
young. There is a great and growing in-
terest in this country at present, with regard
to Indiaa education, and I would say, with
reference to the Mission schools in Ceylon,
that théy have in every respect been per-
fectly successful. Ian the district from
which I came, up to the year 1843, the
Goverhment maintained schools of its own;
but these schools had so entirely failed,
that in that year they sought the advice and
co-operation of the Missionaries in carrying
on the work of general edacation. [ was
reading a few months ago the correspon-
dence which took place on the subject. Af-
ter several letters had passed, they arrived
at this conclusion, the Government schools
were abolished, and the Missionaries of the
three societies, the American Board, the
Charch Missions, and the Wesleyan Society,
were requested to take charge of the educa-
tion of that province, each society receiving
a grant from the public treasury, and the
Government stipulating only as to the right
of inspection. Now that plan has worked
well, without friction on either side, and
greatly to the satisfaction of the public. I
should like to say a few words anent those
Government schools in Ceylon. We hear
a great deal in these days of the ncatrality
of the Indian Government. What the nea-
trality of the fotare may be remains to be
seen. What" the neutrality of the past has
been we know very well. The ncutrality
of the past was a peutrality with a shame-
ful prepondurance on the side of Hinduism,
It was a neutrality which shut out the Bible
and let in the Shaster. It was a neutrality
which excluded the native Christian from
the army and public offices because he was
a Christian. It was a peutrality which en-
couraged Hinduism, and as openly discour-
aged Christianity. Now sir, to the credit of
the Ceylon Government be it said, that'it
has ever scorned such a ueutrality as that
Whilst the Indian Government were driving
Mr. Judson from its shores, the Governor of
Ceylon received the Wesleyan Missionaries
with open nrms and gave instructions that
the Goveroment house ®hould be prepared
for their accommodation. The position oc-
cupied by the Ceylon Government is the
only position which a Christian Government
can occupy ; for whilst it does not encourage
heathenism on the one hand or compel Pa-
gans to become Christians on the other, it
provides Bible Schools to which all classes
may freely resort. A neutrality which af-
fects to stand aloof from Christianity bas al-
ways been partial, has always been inconsis-
tent, has always been one-sided, has always
favoured heathenism, and will always do so
[t cannot be otherwise. in the nature of duty
and respoasibility, and the history of the In-
dian Government is the miost striking com-
ment on our Liord’s memorable words.—* He
that is not with me, is against me.” Now sir,
in these Government echools in Ceylon the
Bible bas always been in use, and the rules
of the school in that island, require tbat the
first bour of every day should be devoted to
Bible lessons. Parents may keep their chil-
dren at home if they think proper; but al-
though there are Hindos and Mohamme-
dans and Budhists learning in these schools,
I never yet met with a parent who objected
to the Bible, or expressed a wish to keep his
child from school during the Bible lessons.
The only case of objection | ever heard of
was (hat of Roman Catbolic boys, put up by
a meddling priest ; the objection,bowever not
being so much to the reading of the Bible
as to the use of our authorised versicon.
Some time ago when the Hindus in J-1foa
opened a school on caste priaciples,they com-
pelled the master to introduce the English
Bible into the school The population of
Ceylon is made vp of diffcrent races, profes
siog widely different faiths; but not a voice
bas refused the Word of God. Let the
Bible bave a chance, and it can dispense
with letters of commendation. There is a
power in it that will command the respect
and homage of the Pagan world. Let its
professed iriends take off the ban they bave
laid upon it, and it will hold its way against
all its enemies. Through the liberality of
the Bible Society, the Missionaries in Cey-
lon bave been able freely to circulate the
Word of God in that country—a land in
which the Word of God is not banned by a
timid Government—a land rich in various
gems ; but Ceylon is richer in‘the possession
of the Bible, whose price is above that of
rubies and of all the goodly pearls that ever
were fished up from its waters. Ceylon
clasps the Bible to her heart, and. God
graot that the prec.ous treasure may ever
rest with her. The education given in our
principal Mission Schools is of a first class
character. Many of the pupils contioue
with us for eight or ten years. Some of
them are 20 years of age, and some remain
even after they are married. They are
men in muscle and in mind, and tax the
energy and capacity of the best teachers we
are able to obtain. T young men will
be inflaential leaders of society, and we try
to prepare them for the position by a tho-
rough training in the doetrines and morals
of the Bible. I bave witnessed scenes io
connection with the examinations of these
Schools which for a sharp intelligence and
keen discrimination, and firm confident
grasp of the whole subject, could hardly be
surpassed in England. A class of ten boys,
a very short time before I left Ceylon, were
examined in the evidences of Christianity,
and when that was over, an old Missiooary,
connected with another Society, who bad
been much impressed with their exact ac-

quaintance with the whole subject, came to
me and said, I should not like those boys

| without making any profession of Christian-

ity ; but I should be sorry for this vast au-
dience to think, that in those cases our la-

:bour is lost. Much as I regret that those
| men should bave left our institutions without
{ being truly converted to God, I think still,
[in any country, ad most ot all,in 8 coun-
{try like Jndia, a Christian education 15 &

thing of great value, even where it does not
lead to personal conversion to God  Why,
sir, these Hindus can never be what they
were before. They have resigned Hindu-
ism, and with it its physical errors, its ab.
surd ceremonies, and its moral weakness,
for ever. Go where they may, they carry
a living conviction with them which makes
them our allies. They are our sappers and
miners, our artillerymen, ever at work on the
Hinda fortress ; and did you know how vast,
and terrible and etrong, is that {ortress, you
would rejoice over every little corner thatwas
blown ap or battered down. * Therein I do
rejoice ; yea, and will ‘rejoice.” It is very
true, sir, that there is a large ciass of edu-
cated men in India, who do not embrace
Christianity, and who fill our minds with
earnest concern. They never can return to
Hinduism ;. but. some go to Deism, aud a
few go to open infidelity ; but it is my deep
conviction, that the great majority of them
are simply balting in their practical decis-
ions, and waiting for religious guides. Now,
sir, let those with -whom it rests to provide
Missionaries for India bear in mind the ex-
istence of this class, which is ever on the in-
crease, and let them make some provision
for it. Well, there is a field which might
tempt the ripest scholarship, the strongest
intellect, and the most lengthened experience
that can be found in your ministerial ranks
at home. In this island of Ceylon we bave
a population of a miliion and three quarters:
a million of Budhists, half a milion of Hu-
dus, 100,000 Mobamme ans, 100 000 Ro-
manists, and about " ' who ecall them-
selves Protestants. «u. : are five Protes-
tants Missionary Socictieyin Ceylon, and,
in connection with them there are sbout
8,500 communicants, and more than hall the
number belong to our own Society. Ia
connection with the Mirsions of our own So-
ciety north and south we have about 4,000
chiluren in the schools, and of thesre one-
foorth are girls’ Let me describe more par-
ticularly the field you have undertaken to
cultivate, and state as modestly as I may,
but as strongly as [ can, its present urgent
claims. Now sir, you have in Ceylon 100,
000 Mohammedans, for whose soul no man ;
no Society cares. Why, such a thing as
the conversion of a Ceylon Mobammedan
was never heard of, nor is it likely to be
heard of, till Missionaries are sent to preach
to them ; to undeceive them with respect to
their strong delusions, and that lie which
they hold so fast. Then there are the Ved-
dahs, the wild men of the mountain and the
foresta, the remnants of that aboriginsl race
which is fast dying out. The fact that the:e
interesting tribes are rapidly diminishing.
seems to be the only thing, in regard to
them of which we are certain. They are a
people of the slightest possible intelligence ;
their habits are those of rade mountaineers,
and their religion 1s a simply a form of devil
worship. In the course of last year, 1 trav-
elled through part of the Veddah country,
and had ao interesting interview with a chief
and several of his men. My questions they
received with a wild and idotic laughter, in
which all shared, and they never answered
me, until until I had asked the question a
second time. I do not think the world con-
tains people with darker minds. I was anx-
ioas to get information as 10 their social and
domestic life, and 1 asked 1be chiel what
steps & Veddah would take when he wauted -
a wife. “ Why,” said he, “ when I want &
wife I go from village to village, until | meet
a woman to my mind, and then I call her,
and she follows me.” * Bat,” said I, “ sup-
posing, after you bave been married for a
time, yoa do not like the woman, what then 7’
He laugbed—as if he thought | bad asked
a question which did small credit to my in-
teltigence. *“ Well,” said he, *if I do not
like her, I tell her to go, and she goes.”
This almost justifies the remark of Sir Ar-
thur Bullér, that io Ceylon, under the Can-
dian law, marriage is contracted by a beck
and dissolved by a kik. It can bardly be
called a knot among such people ;: and it is
easily undone without the intervention of a
divorce Court. Extremes meet, sir, and it
18 2 most curious coincidence, that ‘the cav-
ages of Ceylon, and Christian people in Eog-
land, now a-days, can manage to get rid of
their wives, when they are tired of them,
with almost equal facility. Bat there is one
point to which I should Lke to refor, and
that is the growing of the Tamil population
of Ceylon, which is now qnite equal to ba!f
a milliop, and is increasir | every day. In
the mountain distric:? « are 400 coffee
plantations, the propeity .f Kuropean gen-
tlemen, and these estates are cultivated, not
by Cingbalese, who will not work, though
they are not a:hamed to beg or steal. but by
industrious Tamauls from the adjoining cen-
tinent. lt is calculated that from 150 to 200
thonsand Tamul coolies are drawan to the
coffze districts in Ceylon ; and up to a recent
period, whea the Cburch Miesionary Society
sent an agent to open & Coolie Mission, that
mass of immortal men were wvncared for.
Why, sir, the rapid extension of ccffee culti-
vation, and the thriving trade of the port of
Colombo, have created an ever increasing
demand for labour, and the whole of that la-
bour is drawn from the dense but poor pop-
alations of the adjoining continent. I real-
ly think sir, that the energetic Tamuls will
either push the apathetic Cingbalese into
the depths of their forests, where they will
perish, or they will fairly swallow them up.
(No, no.) Some one says, “ No, no;” I
strongly suspect it is Mr Spence Hardy.
Very well ; I will give the opinions of the
le. Thoughtful men bave long beea
looking at this fact—that in Ceylon, where
labour and inteiligence are wanted, and
where money is to be made by those quali-
ties, the Tamul population flows, ard the
Cinghalese population retires. Why, Sin,
it i3 considered that in Colombo Proper,
which is the Chinghalese town, the capital’
of the colony, the Tamul population nearly
equals that of the Chinghalese. s is calen- .
Jated that it cannot be less than from tweaty-




