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Correspondence.
I rou THE PRW'UICIAL WESLEYAS.J

Sydney CircoiL
Mr:. Editor,—Believing that Wesleyan 

Methodism, in doctrine as well as discipline 
is a unity all the world over, and that every 
member of the Wesleyan branch of the 
Church universal, feels an absorbing interest 
in her progress and triumph. .• )°d^“ 
sinceAmerican Confeienee, un^er circumstanoes
most auspicoo, and encouraging .^ ...

r " God, I Sit down m m,
iX^isUnd home to write that Sydney

.I.»
n home prop**" an^ elè6where, 1 

in my,°sfie(l not only of the existence of ideas IZrreJ of the capabilities an, 1 
resourced of Cape Breton, but also of views 
!L. erroneous and discouraging of Sydney 
Circuit and its vicinity as a field of evange
lical labour. Sydney Circuit comprises 
within its limits Sydney town, the Mines, 
North Bar, the Forks, Louisburg, Gabarus, 
and Ingonishe, with other fields of labor, 
comparatively destitute of preaching, open to 
u3 Fourche», for instance, a thriving fishing 
settlement on the southern shore, and fifteen 
mi|e, from Gabarus by land, is sometimes 
never visited by a minister of the gospel for 
an entire year. But Sydney Circuit has 
not in the past kept pace with the rapid ad
vancement of other fields of Methodistical 
labor, and why ? A continued tide of emi
gration from the shores of Cape Breton may 
be adduced as one reason, but there is ano
ther more powerful and more easily remedi
ed 1 allude to the paucity of ministerial 
assistance, for want of laborers thrust into 
the vineyard, hitherto extended to Sydney 
Circuit. Other fields of labor better known 
to the Connexion have asserted a prior claim 
for help, and Sydney Circuit has been left 
without a supply to meet its increasing de 
mands. For any one man even a Brother 
Chesley or a Brother Beals to do justice to 
all the preaching stations of Sydney Circuit 
is a moral impossibility. Let me particular
ize—Ingonishe, situated north of Sydney 
forty miles distant by water, is a fishing set
tlement with a Protestant population of per
haps 250 persons : partly through the kind 
liberality of Messrs. Archibald & Co., who 
have a large fishing establishment within the 
place, the inhabitants have commenced the 
erection of a small but commodious place of 
worship ; it is all finished outside, and neatly 
fitted up with seats—is very comfortable for 
the summer months. During a visit this 
summer the congregation numbered 120 
persons, and as proof of their willingness 
to support the Gospel, the collection at the 
close of the service was nearer two pounds 
than one. We have in Ingonishe some ten or 
fifteen members in society, and their encou- 
raging field of labor can only be visited 
once or twice during the year.

Louisburg and Gabarus distant, from 
Sydney twenty odd miles, and with y cross 
road of twelve miles connecting the two 
places, can only be visited by a Wesleyan 
Minister from four to six times a year. In 
the former place we have some very excel
lent members, and a small but attentive 
Congregation ; but in the latter the “ fields 
are white unto the harvest.” Gabarus is a 
large Bay, from point to point six miles in 
extent. Some attention is given to Agricul
ture, but the inhabitants generally are de
voted to fishing pursuits. We have here 
some twenty-five members of society, and 
there is no house in the settlement that will 
contain the rapidly increasing congregation 
of the Sabbath. It is a common thing on a 
Sunday morning to have two rooms on the 
ground floor of a dwelling house, with stairs, 
and rooms up stairs, crowded with attentive 
worshippers, and others outside unable to 
find admission. Two small but convenient 
Chapels are now in course of construction, 
one at the Cape, the other at Irish Brook. 
Could a second minister be sent to Sydney 
Circuit to visit regularly Louisburg, Gaba
rus, and Fourchett, the result under the 
blessing of God, could not be other than en
couraging and gratifying, and the people in 
those places are able and willing to contri
bute their full share to his support

At the Forks, six miles from Sydney on 
the post road, we have a membership of 
twenty, and a congregation of fifty persons, 
but can only occasionally give them Sabbath 
p caching.

Owing to the emigration of many of our 
people from the Mines, and the occupation 
of the ground by other evangelical ministers, 
Methodism in that place is the day of small 
things. The Mines is distant from Sydney 
eighteen miles, and there, and also at the 
North Bar, we have regular Sabbath Morn
ing preaching only once in four weeks, or 
more properly on the second and fourth 
Sabbath of every month.

Our Society in Sydney Town continues 
to prosper, and the congregation especially 
upon a Sabbath evening is large, atlentive 
and solemn, but the people often lament, 
although they hardly complain, that so often 
their chapel is closed while the minister is 
visiting the regions beyond.

We have lately held our Missionary 
Meetings in Sydney Town, and at the Mines, 
and with good success. At the Mines altho' 
the attendance was small, the subscription 

' ^advance of last year, but in town the
shbsefiption and collection of the evening 
exceeded the handsome sum of £20, and 
this doubtless to be supplemented by the 
liberal donations of some of our regular sub
scribers that were unavoidably detained from 
the Meeting. Bro. Nicholson of Margaree 
kindly assisted at the Missionary services, 
and among other speakers upon the platform 
was found the Rev. Hugh McLeod, of tb<t 
Free Church, whodeliveted a seàrching and 
soul stirring address upon the obligation of 
the Christian Believer to support the Goa 
pel in the Missionary Field.

Your readers uiill be pleased to know that 
the Lord is reviving his work at Margaree. 
Availing himself of the assistance of the 
writer, Bro. N. held a few extra services 
extending over a period of ten days, and 
some ten oi iilteen individuals have professed 
to obtain peace in believing. To God be all 
the praise! Bro. Nicholson has in his Cir
cuit a wide field of usefulness, and is deser
vedly respected and beloved. Friends in 
Nova Scotia will be surprised when I tell 
them that in passing through Baddeck, 
Middle River, and Margaree, you see 
good roads, noble farms, with grand and im
pressive scenery. Hospitality to strangers, 
a hearty welcome to Christian Ministers, 
generosity and kindness to all, with plenty, 
and to spare, is the rule in, that thrffting 
agricultural part of Cape Breton.

But I fear you will, Mr. Editor, frown 
upon Brother Starr's communication, if he 
add more, if you do not frown him away 
from the columns of your valuable paper. 
You will see by a notice in the Cape Bre
ton News, that the Ladies of oar congrega
tion intend holding a Bazaar early in Feb- 
ruary, to assist in furnishing oar Mission 
House. And I can assure you that much 
taste, industry and liberality have already 
been displayed in the rapidly increasing 
contributions of our friends. All that is 
now wanting to give to the Wesleyans in
tJ, ttjf' a co,nfortably furnished residence 
tor their minister is a prompt and ready di*

posai of their weres, end I never knew a 
Bazaar sale to prove a , h

yet seen in gf e ryt from 0ur es-,tS“d‘excellent President to Sydney 

Circuit. h i» however almost too late for 
„,”o invite him this ««on. This much 
however I can say, that when the pleasure
to come is P**»™ our. ^
dent will receive a most «.rdial and hearty 
welcome from friends in Sydney C. B.

J. Herbert Starr.
Sydney, C. B. Nov. 4, 1856.

(FOB THE PROVINCIAL WESLKTAS )

Young Men's Christian Associ
ation.

The Lecture Season of this excellent Or
ganization has returned, and it is hoped 
that the interest which the Christian public 
of Halifax have heretofore manifested in 
its welfare, by the crowded attendance at 
its meetings, will have increased. There 
was good encouragement given for such a 
hope on Tuesday evening last, by the at
tentive audience assembled on the occasion 
of the Introductory Lecture by the Rev. 
Dr. Forrester, although the weather was 
unfavourable. A decided improvement has 
been made in the arrangements this season, 
in the issuing of tickets of admission, by 
which, from the very trifling charge, all are 
enabled to attend who are really desirous, 
at the same time their comfort is increased 
by excluding those reckless and incorrigible 
boys who are in the habit of attending,seem
ingly for the sole purpose of annoyance, 
and who crowd the Hall to an uncomforta
ble degree.

The platform was occupied by one of 
the Vice Presidents, J. G. A. Creighton, 
Esq. and a few of the members of the 
Committee ; likewise several of the Minis
ters of our respective Evangelical Denomi
nations. The subject of the lecture was 
“The Moral Education of the Young.” 
Doubtless many of the audience, aware of 
the responsible position which the learned 
Lecturer holds, as Superintendent of Edu
cation, would be anxious to learn his views 
as to the extent to which moral and reli
gious instruction ought to be imparted in 
our public schools. It is a pleasure to stale 
that those who conscientiously desire that 
the Bible may form the batis of moral edu
cation, were not disappointed. The Doctor, 
in the course of his address, gave unmis
takable evidence of the soundness and 
sincerity of his views, by argument and 
eloquent appeal.

After a brief introduction, in which he 
referred to the failure of the predictions 
made at the commencement of the Associ
ation, of its speedy dissolution, and congra
tulated its friends upon their success and 
prospects, he entered upon his theme, by 
staling that moral education is to be consi
dered the education of the conscience—end 
by its education he meant its constant exer
cise in the same manner as we exert the 
physit»! and mental powers^trengthened by 
use and impaired by disuse. He then 
forcibly illustrated his position by an allu
sion to the corporeal functions and the men
tal faculties ; as by a strictlobedience to the 
laws of our physical and mental being, 
health, and intellectual improvement and 
gratification will follow, there succeeds obe
dience to the dictates of conscience, an in
ward delight and self-approbation, as instan
ced by the feelings of the heart alter the 
performance of a generous and benevolent 
action. He was convinced that the mere 
inculcation of religious precept was insuffi
cient to accomplish the end of moral educa
tion—that it must be by the repeated doing 
of the thing enjoined—and he was ol opi
nion that the usual mode ot Sabbath School 
instruction was insufficient, and could not 
be permitted to take the place of parental 
training of the young. \ *•

He now came to the second part of his 
lecture, which he termed the how, hoping 
that in the preceding part he had success
fully explained the what of moral educa
tion.

He here broadly and emphatically laid 
down the great truth that the Bible must 
be taught in our schools, and taught as a 
class book—not in detached portions or se
lections, but in its completeness and unity. 
He also expressed his views in reference to 
the mode of teaching—by parables (as the 
Great Teacher taught — our Lord Jesus 
Christ) ». e. by a correct explanation of the 
natural illustrations so frequent in the Bible, 
so as to make them plain to the perception 
of youth, by their application to the truths 
te be deduced from them. He also main
tained that the moral precepts enjoined 
upon us in the bible should be faithfully 
practised in the educational establishment. 
He illustrated his ideas of the mode by an 
interesting example. He disapproved of 
keeping boys in continual confinement, but 
thought it necessary that a gymnasium or 
play-ground should be connected with every 
well-conducted establishment, that an op
portunity might be afforded to the instructor 
to observe the mental peculiarities of the 
students, as well as their various disposi
tions. He imagined the boys released from 
their studies and engaged in all the free
dom and buoyancy} of play : the teacher is 
taking a thoughtful survey of their move
ments—they are engaged in looking for a 
ring which has been lost by one of the boys 
(perhaps the gift of a dying mother or a 
sister)—he sees one of the boys pick it up 
and quietly place it in his pocket—the 
teacher says nothing ; but when they are 
again assembled in the gallery (which ad
junct to a school-house, the Doctor thinks a 
desideratum) and he is performing his re
gular duty of moral instruction, he presents 
a case corresponding in all its details to the 

icident which took place in the play-ground, 
(without any allusion to the culprit) 

magnifies the crime of stealing aggravated 
by tup above touching circumstances. The 
resulq is that the boys are all deeply im
pressed with the evil of stealing, while the 
guilty one is writhing under a punishment 
greater than any corporeal chastisement or 
public example could inflict

He stated further, as the reason why the 
bible should form the basis of moral instruc
tion, that it is the unfailing directory—the 
great illuminator of the conscience. He 
proved in a logical and eloquent manner the 
fact that the proof of the existence of God 
can never be obtained by observation and 
study of the works of nature, and hence 
the necessity of a Revelation of His cha
racter and will.

can suggest: the same time relying upon 
and imploring divine aid.

The foregoing sketch gives but a very im
perfect impression of the real excellence of 
the lecture.—It was characterized by intel
lectuality, eloquence, and felicity of illustra
tion ; while its most gratifying feature was 
the earnest and heartfelt desire that the edu
cation of the land be based upon the Bible— 
the corner-stone of Truth.

If an opinion might be expressed here, as to 
the plan of moral instruction propounded by 
the Lecturer—(which it is to be presumed is 
a part of the Governmental scheme of Edu
cation)—we have no hesitation in applaud
ing its excellency—if carried out honestly, 
and in the completeness with which it was 
presented. If, as the learned Lecturer inti
mated, Divine influence is absolutely neces
sary to render it successful, it suggests the 
necessity of a high standard of qualification 
for those who are designated to fill the re
sponsible office of Teachers They must 
bis men who will employ the divinely ap
pointed means, to call down that influence 
which is considered indispensable, viz. ear
nest and faithful prayer, else the best con
certed scheme will fail in its object. We 
believe that teachers thus qualified will be 
appointed as far as the influence of the Su
perintendent can reach. It will be well, 
however, for the parent who earnestly desires 
that the education of his child be based 
upon Christian principles, to know well be- 
forehandjthe religious sentiments of those 
who are to mould the plastic mind of bis 
child, and in a great degree influence his 
eternal destiny. It matters not, so long as 
the teacher is a living example of the moral
ity which he teaches, whether he be an 
Episcopalian or a Wesleyan, a 1‘resbyierian 
or a Baptist. The great cry against deno
minational seminaries is without reason, for 
it is not the distinction of sect which so 
many sincere Christian men desire, but a 
difference between truth in its purity, and 
truth with a mixture of error as the ground
work of education.

After the Lecturer was seated he receiv
ed the thanks of*.the Chairman, J. G. A. 
Creighton, Esq., orf behalf of the Association, 
who, also, in the conclusion of his remarks, 
appealed to those who wished for their suc
cess, that the Association be remembered at 
the throne of grace—that the prayer of faith 
might ascend for the conversion of the young 
men of our city. May God bless their ef
forts, and may this association exert a heal
thy and elevating influence on Society ; by 
winning many to its ranks, who against pa
rental and friendly counsel, and, in many

being ht M :,t the lestanttaught them, by the lore.* of irresistible analogy, ot the divine and human government.». Then, 
to introduce the same principle of eelf-reliance ! by God's blessing, we shall enjoy our Sabbaths, 
into the management ot their spiritual concerna and preserve for our country the blessings ot 
But at that period those things were in their in- 006 d».v in k‘in? aP»rt for »• ten'ion
fancy, and the prospect of the soctety, in the > lhe in|ere=>,« 01 tue 90,11 »nd ,'u r"it.»-'’ 
opinion of its wisest friends, was a gloomy one i 
when the parliamentary grant was withdrawn.
How stand the facts ? 1 be withdrawal ot the ;
grant compelled the society to throw itself more '
freely and liberally upon the spontaneous liber- j ,b;scoantr. anj deliver a course oi lectures on j ing at Gledbow House the sum of thirteen

literature. The g>* aiuic

Dr, Merle d'Aubigne.

ality of Christian men. At the period when the 
grant was withdrawn the grant itself was 18.0001., 
and the income of the society was 5,0001 or 
6,000/., altogether making something like 21,000/ 
or 22,000/. At the period when 1 now speak the 
income has passed 60,000/. a year—amounting 
to ten times the free and independent income 
which it possessed at the time when it was accus
tomed to lean upon Parliament, and amounting 
to three times the aggregate of that which it then 
collected for itself and that it received by the 
sanction of the nation. Under those circum
stances we should be agreed that there is no rea
son for despair in the circumstances in which we 
now stand. 1 will venture to go further—I will 
venture to say, without giving any opinion upon 
the withdrawal of this peculiar instrument of sup
port, the manner of which I scarcely regret—I 
will venture to express my strong opinion that 
the withdrawal will prove ultimately, aye, and 
speedily, to have been beneficial to the so -iety ; 
for again will happen that which has happened 
already—the energy of the society will receive 
a new stimulus."

The following passage also contains Instructive 
and encouraging facts.

“He thought they had received assurances 
in the form of facts that it was a wise princi
ple upon which the society had been acting. In 
one important diocese of Tasmania, within a 
couple of years, the grant of the society would 
be practically abolished. It would be absolutely 
sboliehed In a still more important district, the 
district of Toronto. Not only had the principle 
of subscribing for the support of the parochial 
lergy made great way in the colonies, but they 

had seen, within the last two years, the principle 
of support for the episcopal heads of the Church 
likewise recognised as a bunlen the colonies ought 
to take upon themselves. And, nnlcs he was much 
mistaken,!here were at this moment contemplated 
—if they were not gradually advancing towards 
maturity—two lands in Upper Canada, raised 
solely from colonial resources, with a view to the 
foundation of two bishoprics in that colony. He 
might also venture to say what had been done

Missionary Society wu
time of the publication of the last H'l/rA- ] bad not proved so powerful aii a 
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cases, the monitions of conscience, “ follow J>y the Bishop of New Zealand. That admirable 
tbc multitude to do evil,” and pass theif 
precious hours in the haunts of vice ahd 
dissipation. K.
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Book Committee.
The Quarterly Meeting of the Book 

Committee will be held (D. V.) in the Ar- 
gyle Street Rooms, on the first Wednesday 
in December (3rd prox.) at 2, P. M.

Notice.
The President of the Conference 

has requested us to announce his intention of 
visiting and preaching in the undermention
ed Circuits in the order named. He will, 
we believe, avail himself ol the week-days 
intervening between each appointment lor 
the purpose of meeting with the official and 
other members and friends of our Connexion 
in the various Circuits, as opportunity may 
be afforded, and addressing them on topics 
connected with our new and responsible po
sition as an independent yet alliliated Wes
leyan Church.

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS.

Point de Bute—Sunday Mom., Nov. lfith. 
Amherst—Sunday Evening, Nov. lGih. 
Parrsboro'—Sunday, Nov. 23rd.
Halifax—Sunday, Nov. 30th.

He successfully combatted the objections 
which are urged against admitting the bible 
into our schools, as fostering sectarianism 
and affecting it* sacredness. He clearly 
proved that it prevented rather than promo
ted sectarianism, and confirmed rather than 
diminished its sacred ness. He then follow
ed up his argument by an eloquent and ur
gent appeal in its behalf and proteat against 
its exclusion.

He concluded by expressing a hope that 
none would go away under the misappre
hension, that be overlooked the necessity of 
Divine influence to accomplish the objects 
to be attained ; while we consider that man 
has fallen from the moral purity in which 
he was created. But the Almighty is pleas
ed to work by means ; and it is our duty to 
employ the beet appliances which our minds

Mr. Gladstone on Colonial 
Churches,

The Right Honorable W. E. Gladstone, ex 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, has been recently 
delivering speeches at public Annual Meetings 
of the Society for propagating the Gospel in Fo
reign parts, which have commanded much atten
tion and commendation. Mr. Gladstone’s elo
quence and his reputation for personal pietvare 
such as to leave no room for doubting the re
spect with which be would be lislened to by any 
Christian audience ; it is therefore with no sur
prise we see it recorded that at the Meeting of 
the above named Society, held in Liverpool, his 
speech was the great feature of the evening.

We have ourselves perused the remarks of 
Mr. Gladstone on many points with very great 
pleasure, not unmixed with regret that one so 
just in his views on many topics, and apparently 
sincere in all his convictions,should be so warped 
by Puseyitical predilections as to see no Chris
tian energy, to recognize no holy enterprise of 
evangelical zeal, without the pale of the Church 
of England. The right honorable gentleman ap
pears to be wholly ignorant of, or utterly indif
ferent lo,the agency of other branches of the 
Church of Christ in the evangelizalion of hea
then tribes in the distant possessions of Britain, 
or in the ministration of the Word of Life to the 
settlers in her Colonies. Meet untruthfully does 
he assert, what the census and statistics of these 
Provinces would at any moment disprove, that 
to the Society whose claims ho advocates the in
habitants of British North America “ owe 
almost the whole of the scanty provision ac
corded to them for the continuance of their 
religion"

But our object in drawing attention to Mr. 
Gladstone’s speeches, is not to make them the 
theme of discussion, but rather to introduce an 
extract or two illustrative of the follies of de
pendence and the advanatges of voluntary 
effort, as well as exhibiting the progress which 
the otlshoots of the Church of England are 
making in the path to self-sustentation which we 
also have chosen to walk in. I-et us take, then, 
Mr. Gladstone’s account of the past and the 
present position of the Society :—

“Up to the year 1831 it was the custom ol 
Parliament to dispense a large sum of money 
annually, not less than 16,000/. to the society, 
for the purpose of being applied to the support 
of the North American clergy. In the year that 
I have named the grant was withdrawn. It was 
•ubeequently arranged by the present Lord 
Derby, when Colonial Minister—and I must say 
it was arranged in the most considerate manner 
—that the incomes ol the existing clergy should 
be continued to them for their lives ; but, 
their lives tell, the grants should drop. Well, 
now, at this period, the society bad not received 
the development it now has ; the colonies had 
not received the development they now have.— 
The chenge which has taken place in the politi
cal government of the colonies, introducing the 
principle of self-reliance into the management of 
their temporal affairs, has been one of infinite 
advantage to this society, because it has likewise

man, from the very first moment when he went 
to take the charge of that missionary Church, 
had been contemplating and preparing for the 
time when it would have fo depend only upon its 
own resources ; and by tbe prudent acquisition 
of land he had formed a fund, the object of 
which was, after a limited period, to relieve that 
society of all pecuniary charge to the church of 
New Zealand. He trusted, then, that they 
would agree with him, that the society did what 
was just snil fair to the people of England wlio 
support, and wh.it was most far the interest ot 
the settlers in the colonies, whose spiritual nurse 
she had been for so many generatians, when she 
adopted the rule adopted in the State, because it 
is in regard to its own sphere—namely, that dur
ing the period of the first difficulties and pres
sure tbe liberal offerings ol the people of Eng
land should tie given to prevent the want of reli

ions ordinances ; buf, after the difficulties of the 
first stage of colonial life are surmounted, she 
consents, not for our sake, but for their own, fhaf 
they should take upon themselves the burden 
ot supporting their own colonial ministry.

With reference to the success which had at
tended the operations of the Society, Mr. Glad- 
stoue observed that they were not labouring for 
to-day, they expected their reward beyond tbe 
grave ; but, looking at tbeir work in its temporal 
relations, they were tailoring for all time—they 
were seeking lo find that which would be a bless
ing not only to those who now lived, but to those 
of long successive generations. If was true that 
Christianity itself, in fbe first impulse that it re 
ceived from the bands of its Divine Author, ap 
peared to make rapid progress ; but how soon 
was that progress stayed ? How many centuries 
elapsed before any considerable mass of Europe 
could be called Christendom ? It was a true 
analogy that they drew from the vegetable world 

the oak does not grow In the same time as the 
poplar; and great and fundamental changes, that 
reach the heart anil the character of man, con
nût be operated with the same rapidity as the 
sword of the warrior devastates the country, 
seeming to produce in the shortest time the most 
terrible, and as one would suppose, the most en
during effects.

We may here indulge an expression of the 
deep interest and satisfaction with which we re
gard the preparations on the part of the perhaps 
too long dependant Churches of tbe Colonies to 
rise to)the performance, unassisted, of their great 
responsibilities, and to reap their glorious re
wards. Unjust would it be as well as impossible 
that they should continue to be sustained by 
others when anived at the elate of maturity, 
which demands that they should support them 
selves. The funds of Englishmen are wanted 
now, not to furnish tbe privileges of the sanc
tuary to flourishing communities in the Colonies

tbe perishing millions of our race.

Sabbath Desecration.
The last number of the Presbyterian IFi/ness 

contains a letter from the Rev. Murdock Suther
land ot the Free Church, who has been engaged 
tor the past fortnight in Christian labors along 
the Windsor line of Railway, calling attention 
to the fearful desecration of the Sabbath which 
prevails on the Windsor Road. Droves of 
sheep or cattle, or waggon loads of goods, it ap
pears, may, every Sunday, be seen on the way 
to or from tbe town. There is an appeal in Mr. 
Sutherland’» opening sentence, which, we frost, 
will arouse to duty those concerned. « I have 
just come Into Halifax (he says) to enquire for 
the Sabbath Alliance, and after two day’s 
search I found it not.”

Mr. Sutherland concludes his letter thus :— 
God has blessed this Province with civil laws 
protecting His own day, and alas ! the min
isters and magistrates—His professed servants 
—allow these laws to remain as a dead letter, 
while the company of the ungodly despise 
His authority and desecrate His holy day, §e 
cularising it for the purpose of worldly gain 
and traffic. What shall we say to all this ? 
Let it not be said that the Railway has brought 
this Sabbath desecration with It On the con
trary, it was practised before the Railway works 
commenced, and the instances to which I refer 
as being a witness thereof, were not connected 
with Railway works, but the ordinary worldly 
traffic of the country. But by tolerating such 
Sabbath desecration until it has become a con
firmed practice on Windsor Road, has not a 
wedge been thereby introduced for the running 
of Sabbath trains, and thus bringing upon ns 
farther desecration of the Sabbath by the intro
duction of this practice with all it» concomitant 
evils ? God grant that we may never see the 
day. But in order to save our country from 
such an evil, let the evil that now exists not 
only on Windsor Road, bnt elsewhere, also be 
instantly put down, and for this purpose let a 
sufficient number of magistrates be appointed 
in every district, and lei the ministers of 
Christ be up end doing, enforcing tbe lews both

tbe pleasure of seeing him at no distant period : |

Moxtrralx, Switzerland, Aup. 16, 1 j 
To the Rt. Rev. Bishop Man ton Eas’hum, Revs' '

E. aY. Kiri, J. II. Ticutnbly, Geo. M Ramin /, j
W. R. Clark, Charles Smith, T. F. CaltUcoti,
R II. Neale.

To Messrs. />. C. Clark, Jr., S ï Vit J ley, Hr. C.
Child, T. S. Pyci4l, II. C. Gilbert
Dkaii Brethren in the Lord: —1 have 

received your letters ol July last, containing an 
invitation to me to visit America to deliver a 
course ot lectures upon the Reformation.

I feel very warmly the honor of that invita, 
tat ion, and some others of the same kind. I am 
happy to understand that the history ot our bles
sed Reformation is so extensively known in your 
country, and 1 beg you to accept the expression 
of my Christian gratitude. But my desire to 
see America, her people, her churches, has al
ways met with great and numerous difficulties.

It is true that some of my European friends 
have insisted (ever since I have rvceivtd my 
letters) on the suitableness of a journey to Ame
rica 44 Your work," they say, had in no coun
try so great success as in America ; its inlluence 
on the diflerent denominations, on the general 
church, on the social strength and prosperity ot 
the United States, has been great ; and never
theless the profit of that work lor you, has been 
far less in America than in any other country. 
The copyright of a work so popular, so dissem
inated would be in France at least 810,000 a 
volume—namely, 550,000 for the five volumes, 
and you have received little or nothing. The 
American law protects only the American au. 
thors, but (contradictory to the precept of the 
Scriptures) not the strangers ; but in going to 
America you may obtain tbe right of cinzenehip, 
which has been given to you in Edinburgh, or 
make some other arrangements useful to )0u.

Such has been the ail vice of some of my best 
friends. It is true ihat according to the custom 
and law of the continent, 1 have made by the 
blessing of God, to the American reading ffco- 
ple a gilt perhaps of some worth, but I am proud 
to have among my debtors (spiritually and even 
temporally) such a great, rich and generous-na 
tion. It is true that just at this moment the Gen
eral Government is about (lor the embellishment 
of the couutty) to i xpel me from the house, the 
villa where 1 was born, it 1 do not pay a large 
sum which 1 have not, (nearly 820,000) but 1 
may rather comfort my sell with the hope that 
we have a pc rmaiit-nl house in heaven.

There are at every tune dilficu'ties in the way 
of my leaving the college of divinity where I am 
proteasor and president, but it is far more dilh 
cult this year, when my colleague, Dr. Gaupen, 
is suffering from a severe ac cident, and is oblig
ed to interrupt his lectures.

I have still some distant hope that God may 
open to me another year the way to America 
but if I am not able to fix; )gjj count/y, 1 bhail 
comfort myself with the humble assurance of 
having, by the grace of God, from the city ol 
Calvin, done some good to your Christian nation 
I may nay not find in America the just, the law
ful reward which 1 have found in other coun
tries, in France and Great Britain, bnt 1 know 
that some people have been converted and saved 
among you, by the reading of my history. 1 
know the value ol a single soul, which is more 
precious than the whole world, and I give thanks 
to our God that he has given me that celestial 
reward.

Allow me, dear and honored brethren, to ask 
tbe blessing of God on you and on your church 
ea. May the sublime doctrines of Scripture 
have always in America a bold prominence 
May a sound and living faith in the atoning death 
and the glorious presence of Christ our Lord, be 
always the glorious pillar on which your church 
and your nation rests ! Yours in Jesus,

Signed, Merle D’^n^-nk.
P. S.—I write to you in haste, during a tour 

in Switzerland, but with a full decision concern
ing your amiable and honorabc petition.—N. Y. 
Corn. Ado.
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Religious intelligence.
Epitome of Wesleyan and General 

Religious Intelligence,
RECEIVED BY LAST MAIL.

The Rev. Wm. Arthur, author of the 
“Tongue of Fire,” has left England lor a 
tour in Egypt and Palestine for six months, 
lor the recovery of lrs health.

A very serious calamity occurred at the 
Music Hall, Surrey Gardens. The Rev. 
Mr. Spurgeon was preaching to a vast mass

, . _ . , of about 14,000 people, when some persons
of the Empties but to carry the bread ot life to raigcd Q fa,ge alarm of fire. The confusion
t k nAM. .k.wA ■ 111A n a of our FIP/I _W « .... .1 1. S 1 T .was indescribable—tbe results fatal. It is 

supposed that eight or ten persons were 
killed, and between forty and fifty seriously 
injured.

The Rev. Dr. Rule announces that M. 
de Mora has escaped or been delivered 
from the prison of the Esculapiau monks at 
Madrid.

Tbe annual meeting of the Congrega
tional Union of England and Wales has not 
taken place as usual this autumn, in conse
quence of the disturbed state of the Union 
through what is termed the Rivulet contro
versy.

The friends of the First Manchester Cir
cuit have just erected a suitable monument 
to the memory of the late Rev. Jonathan 
Crowther in the cemetery grounds at Chee- 
tham Hill.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has pro
nounced judgment in the case of Archdea
con Denison. The sentence is that ol de
privation. The case is still open to appeal.

The Rev. Francis Close of Cheltenham, 
an unflinching advocate of Protestantism — 
a thoroughly evangelical clergyman — has 
been appointed Dean of Carlisle. Lord 
Palmerston deserves credit for the late ap
pointments.

A very interesting valedictory service 
has lately been held in Centenary Hall.— 
Tbe Rev. D. West, about to visit as a depu
tation from tbe British Conference tbe mis
sion stations on tbe coast of Western Afri
ca—the Rev. John Weatherstone, leaving 
lo assume the General Superintendency of

?ary ol me Ls?eas utsirtel ot me » este 
Missionary Society was held on Tuesday 
evening last, in Brunswick Chattel. The 
chapel was full and densely packed in all 
the aisles. J. S. Budget!, Esq., occupied 
the chair, coming, as he did, from the vales j 
of Methodism to the high places of their 
Israel. Several forcible addresses were 
delivered by the Revs. J. Harvard, James 
Calvert, II. Shaw, and Dr. Rule. At the 
close a collection was made, which amounted 
to T9 33 fis. 9d., t Le largest collection ever 
made in Brunswick Chapel. Mr. Farmer 
said that as the chairman would provide 
the last thousand of the £150,0t>0 proposed 
to be raised during the year, he xvould pro
vide the last thousand but one of that sum. 
On XX'ednesday morning, the annual public 
breakfast meeting was held in the lirut^- 
wick large room. The entire number 
amounted lo 900. Tue meeting was one) of 
the most successful mid encouraging chaefic 
ter. X

The liev. Charles Prest announces!he 
publication in pamphlet form ol the letters 
lie has been publishing in the Watchman 
for some time past on the Home XVork of 
Methodism.

The clergy of St. Georgc’s-in-the-East 
have .adopted the plan of preaching from the 
steps of the parish church, and large congre
gations have been collected, consisting of 
persons who it is supposed would not enter 
the building itself. The people who thus 
assemble pay marked attention to the ser
mons, and it is in contemplation to build fur 
their use an iron church, with schools for the 
education of their children.

Preaching in the French Làngi age 
in London.—A number of French people 
being engaged in the manufacture of gloves 
at Battersea, it has been thought desirable 
that they (Should have an opportunity ot 
hearing the Gospel in their own language.

The Rev. I. Soule having kindly lent 
his chapel in Bettersea lor that purpose, the 
Rev. P. Cater preached in French on the 
afternoon of Sunday last lo a small but very 
attentive congregation.

The office of dean of her Majesty, Cha
pels Royal, which is generally conferred on 
the Bishops of London, will, by her Majes
ty’s desire, remain in the hands ol Bishop 
Bloomfield. We are informed that, shortly 
before his retirement from the see nf Lon
don, lie tendered to her Majesty his resig
nation of the office of dean of the Chapels 
Royal, but that her Majesty was graciously 
pleased to express a wish Ihat she should 
continue to retain it.

Indian Polygamy.—A very remarka
ble address has been presented lo Mr. J. P. 
Grant, member ol Council, by a large body 
of Hindoo gentlemen. In it they thank 
him for his exertions in behalf of the act 
permitting widows to remarry, and urge 
him to continue his efforts for the abolition 
of polygamy. Petitions by the dozen reach 
the Legislative Council on this subject. 
They are all of one tenor, praying for the 
abolition of polygamy by penal statute. A 
more remarkable movement, perhaps, never 
occurred among an Oriental people. It 
shows conclusively how little the most fami
liar with the people can understand the 
under-current of thought which is permea
ting all Hindoo society. An Indian news
paper thus refers to the novel event of the 
marriage of a young Hindoo widow :—“The 
barrier has burst, and it only remains for 
Y'oung Bengal to follow the example of 
Baboo Bhoobun Moliun Doss, a respectable 
native gentleman, residing in I’aikpara. 
He has, we hear, married a Hindoo widow 
fifteen years old, with the permission (though 
hesitating permission) of her patents. The 
Brahmins made a fuss, but money (a pow
erful mediator with them) silenced their 
longues. XVe wish Baboo Bhoobun anchjiis 
bride all success for thus breaking tiie tram
mels of prejudice."
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gislatnrv have been tor Mine years on vn> 
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trom time to time, bv authorizing m-w peixvu. 
lions against Protestants. The church is m t)„ 
deepest lethargy there, but hopes to regain soux 
influence on the government, by stirring up th. 
lower classes ot the people, ami enlisting in ht r 
cause the old landed ari.-toerc). The ljuevn ol 
Spain is known to sanction very reluctantly m \ 

measures against the, Vatican, since in her otw- 
lienee to the pope, slit- is as unwavering a» ^he 

is in lnr highly otlvnenv e inode nt hie; the young 
King of Portugal shown as yet no s)uipath\ with 
the endeavors ul the Ultramontane paity. In 
Switzcrlaml, only live among twenty two canton» 
are controlled by the Catholic party , the ihm 
tion ot the Chun li in general is most unfavor
able, anti her only trust is m the patronage ot 
Franco aifd Austria. /A lym:n is the on I > coni.it 
tional st/te whose ministers are mem Uns and tin 

o gan ul the ultramontane pally. Tin 1‘rotva 
tant king Leo|»oM will, etc long, lie giicrvedvd 
by a Catholic son, who, it is expected, will 
m zeal the Emperor ot Austria. Tins section ol 
the Church is largely contributing to the propa
gation ot Catholicism ahioad. In Hollaml, 
whose govermm ut is at prcM-nt conducted l-> 
zealous Protestant», Popery has enough to do in 
frustrating the efforts which numerous and ae.

Romanism.
There is an imposing grandeur in the vast 

extent of the Roman Church, it viewed from 
Rome. In Europe, as well as in America, 
though two standard hearers of modern civiliza
tion, a majority ot the population is still enrol
led as nominal members of the spiritual dominion 
of the pope. In Europe the Roman Catholics 
areas numerous as all the other Christian deno
minations together, while in America they ex
ceed the number ot Protestants by about 3,000,- 
000. In Africa, new Roman Catholic states are 
seeming to arise in Algiers, and the Spanish and 
Portuguese colonies, by the side of Protestant 
Liberia and tbe dependencies of England, in 
Asia and Australia, whose futuie the influence of 
Englandfpromises to secure for Protestantism, 
the Roman Church disputes every inch of ground 
to the Protestant Missionary. There is no coun
try in the world where emissaries of the pope 
are not at work extending Lis empire. The ag
gregate number oMiis spiritual subjects :s esti
mated at 160,900,0«>0 ; while the number of Pro
testants amounts only to 85,0 and that ol
Greek Christians to 70,000,000. AH these 160,- 
000,000 mostly belonging to civilized nations, are 
ordered to believe only what tbe pope defines 1 
to read only what he permits, and to obey only 
those spiritual leaders whom he appoints. When 
did mortal man see such an amount of power 
concentrated in his band ? And what tempta
tion must it be for the newly-elected i>ope, if» 
for tbe first time, tbe tempter shows to him all 
tbe kingdoms of the world, prostrated at bis feet, 
and the glory of them, and promises to him, All 
these things will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me. History bears ample testimo
ny, bow great a part in rearing up the colossal 
edifice of popery ia due to the energy of am
bition.

When Pius IX. ascended tbe Papal See, he 
found the Roman Church in a condition ot greà* 
weakness. But a tew of the smaller Catholic go
vernments and nations respected his authority ;

tested in Rome than that of England^ the power
ful patron of Protestant interest* all over the 
world. The Roman Church of England bar to 
exhaust her entire strength in a defensive war 
she loses thousands of her people by tbc exer
tions of Low Church and Dissenting societies, 
while the number of Puscyiafs who come over 
to her, counts, at most, by dozens. Ireland i< 
still the fertile nursery of Romish priests lor tbe 
colonial territory of England and the United 
States of America ; hut a feeling ot deep resent
ment goes through the land, on account of tbe 
many insults which her nationality has lately re
ceived from Rome. Sweden, Denmark and 
Norway, count together hut a lew thousand Ko- 
manias. In Denmark they cr joy the patronage 
of the present king; report several conversions, 
and have established the first Scandinavian J‘a 
pal periodical. In Norway they have full reli
gion» liberty, while in Sweden they are cruelly 
persecuted, notwithstanding the queen and the 
qUCen dowager belong to their Church. The 
young Emperor of Rhasui is eulogised for having 
redressed most of the grievances ol the Vat hoik 
Church, lor having opened négociations respect
ing a new concordat, and for being a friend ot 
religious liberty ; a quality which Rome is de
lighted to see in non-Catholic governin'-ntf, 
while it detests it in Catholics. in Turkey the 
influence <»f Catholic France is at present pre
dominant ; no class of Christians there receive w 
much aid from abroad as the Roman Catholic* 
do from France” and Austria. Particular after • 
tion is paid to the extensior^of educational estal.- 
tishments. In the Greek and Armenian Churches 
a (not inconsiderable) parly desires a union with 
Rome. The Kingdom <j Greece has a Catholic 
king, who, however, can do but little for the 
small numlri-r of his Catholic population.

Great tear is entertained at Rome, on account 
of the growing power arid influencent the I into. 
Slates, which it is thought, will be more pern* 
cions to the progress of Rome than even hog- 
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