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jallowed zeal, and stricter obedience be ours. It is
cause of regret that the image of the Saviour of men,
is 80 faint and imperfect in the best ; and that it fails
to interest, and attract, and influence, the multitude of
nominal christians,

May tire Divine Spirit excite us to a deeper study,
and a morc ardent pursuit, of the mind that was in
Christ. Amen. T.D.

November, 1838.

ON HEARING TIHE WORD
(Concludel)

Firrnury. Hear the word with constant self-appli- |

cation. Go to the house of God with a serious ex-|

5 ' g . . |
pectatinn and desire of hearing something suited to,

with spiritual and transforming views of the
questionable discoveries of the Gospel. As the
of God is the food of souls, so it corresponds bg:
character, in this respect, among othen‘~uﬁi&
strength and refreshment it imparts, de ‘
upon its novelty—but upon the nutritious pro 5 i
possesses. It is a sickly appetite only, Wh'lch.u.".
incessant variety. f
Sixtury. Hear the word of God with ""‘Q’D
solution of obeying it. “If ye know these thinm®
said cur Lord, « happy are ye if ye do them.” ]
that heareth these sayings of mire, and doe(hrgh"]
will liken him to a man who built bis bouse gy
rock.” 'To be a forgetful hearer of the word, u‘u
a doer, i3 to forget all the advantages of the Chriati

your pirticular state.  Something that shall lay thul‘“*"l’c‘"smi"""’ which la i"lpal‘t?d s‘olely with a view p-
axe to the root of your eorruptions, mortify your easily | Practise. L'hes dontrise of' faith is published, withs
besetting sins, and confirm the graces in which you ' Ueign to produce the obedience of faith, in-all natiem..
sre most deficient. A little attention will be suffic| The doetrine of repentance, is nothing more or las
cient to give you that insight into your character,|than the command of God, that all men every when
which will teach what you need—what the peculiar! $hould repent. 1 we are reminded, that be who ja
temptations to which you are exposcd—and on what ! = Hes past, spake to the futhers by the prophets, b,
account you feel most humiliation, and shame before : in these last days, spul'&en unto us by bis =08, it js
God. Fvery onc may know, if" he pleases, the plague' that we may nbe admonished, not to refuse:him that
of his own heart.  Keep your eye upon it while y”u‘spenke'th. I we'ure‘tuught the supremed"'li_qﬂ.
are hearing, and eagerly lay hold of whatever i.s"ex“.“““"" of Christ, it is, that “ every kuee may bow,
best adapted to heal and correct it. Remember that 2% €VeTy tongle cu)f.css, that h_° is Lo"’" the
religion is a personal thing—an individual concern ;| APostles, having the mind of Cl."'“'f:‘“hf""’.‘m'
for every one of us must give an account of himself to! € i, 1k was, t%““ the same mind might he in a8, to-
- God, und every one bear hi« own burden. * Is not ny ! purify our PARSION:, and _rcgulu.te gas "W WO
word as a fire,” saith the Lor(l, “ and as a hammerécm' scarcely magine u.greater mconsuftopch;h,h
that hreaketh the rock in picces.” If such be.jts power! hcur'the W(.)rd of God with ApjlaEent ”m"'
~and efficacy, lay your heart open to it, and expose | Ut intending to comply with its direetions. Itiss

thein fully to the stroke of the hammer, and the ac.|Solemn m.ocl'tery, concealing under an airf reverpace
tion of tire fire. Do not imagine because you are tole-| A1d submission, a determination to rebel.. Remembs

rably well acquainted with the system of the Gospel, | the practical tendency of every Christian-dostrine.

you have therefore nothing to learn ; and that your ol Re_mcmb.er that the mlmstry.of'the (’of‘fd"hr_'r
ligation to attend its ministry arises from the necessity pqmtod lnsirument, of forming the spirits of w
of setting an example. It is possible your knowledge | faith and obedience : 'und that, con.seql.lenlly, l?ﬂ'
but if it|Most attention and assiduity in hearing it, arefl

be not, itis a great mistake te imagine the only ad- and unavailing, which fail to produce that effegt.

vantage derived from hearing, is the acquisition of | FixarLy. Be careful after you have llilld the:
new truths. There is a spiritual perception ingre im- | word, to retain and perpetuate its impressions. M-
portant than the knowledge which is morely specula- | ditate, retire, digest it in your thoughts,.turll".'-
tive. The latter is at most, but a means to the for-! prayer; in a word, spare no pains to fasten topm
mer, and the perception is not contined to new propo-“_ynur hearts. You have read of those to whom the Ger
sitions ; it is frequently, nay, more frequently, at-!

tached to truths already known ; and when they are | profit them, ** not being mixed with faith in M“
faithfully and affectionately exhibited, they are the heard it.”” Eodeavour to exert upon it dlltﬂ"
principal means of calling into action, and strengthen- vigorous acts of faith, and thereby to mingle and is-
ing the habits of internal grace.  Love, joy, humility, corporate it, with all the powers of ‘h§ mipd,-#‘
heavenly-mindedness, godly sorrow for sin, and holy | he spring of action. But this you can never do.'ﬂ.'
resolutions against it, are not promoted so much by ‘ out deep and serious reflection, fer want of which, #
novel speculations, as by placing in a just and uchct-'is too often left loose, and exposed like uncoves
ing‘ligl;i, the acknowledged trutlis of the Gospel, and ‘ seed, which the fowls of heaven easily pick up and
thereby stirring up the mind by way of remembrance. | vour ; “ 'Then cometh that wicked one,” saith enf
“ Whilst I am in this tabernacle,” said St. Peter, | ord, “ and taketh it out of his heart, and it B '
will not be negligent to put you in remembrance of ynfruitful.” How many hearers, by engagiog »
these things, though ye know them, and are establish-+worldly conversation, or giving way to a vain or 8-

is much nore limited than you suppose :

ed in the present truth.” We appeal to the expe-|profitable traid of thought when they leave the sant-

rience of every rcal Christian, whether the sweetest tuary, lose the impressions they receive, Ins ot
and most profitable seasons he has cnjoyed, have not|conducting themsclves like persons who have J°
been those, in which he is conscious of having learned

pel was preached, as well as to us, but the worddidast

been put in possession of a treasure, they are anxioss,
penew truth, strictly spraking : but was indulgod'o. secure from depredation ? If Satan watches for.fl.
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